Libya sets schedules for flights 

TUNIS (R) — Libya bas handed Saudi Arabia schedules of flights 
to take Muslim pilgrims to Jeddah in defiance of a U.N. embargo, 
Libya’s news agency said on Monday. Jumaa A 1 Fazzani, Libyan 
minister for (pan-Arab) unity, has informed the Saudi charge 
^’affaires in Tripoli about the Libyan Arab airlines flights 
- schedules to Jeddah airport, JANA said. It said the government 
was demanding that Saudi Arabia facilitate the landing, taking off 
and servicing of Libyan airlines. Mr. Fazzani also informed the 
Egyptian ana Sudanese ambassadors about the schedules for die 
Libyan flights which will fly to Saudi Arabia through Egyptian and 
Sudanese air space, JANA said. Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafl 
announced last Tuesday that Libya would send thousands of 
pilgrims to Saudi Arabia during the next pilgrimage season, in 
defiance of U.N. sanctions slapped on Libya for its failure to hand 
over two suspects wanted in the west in connection with the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am jet over Lockerbie, Scotland. Analysts said 
Saudia Arabia was unlikely to defy U.N. resolutions and allow the 
planes to land. 
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Lee ends private 
visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Taiwanese President Lee 
Teng-Hui and his wife Mon- 
day ended a two-day private 
visit to the Kingdom, during 
which Mr. Lee met with His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, rite Regent. 
During the visit, Mr. Lee also 
visited several* scientific in- 
stitutions and met with offi- 
cials there. On Monday, Mr. 
Lee visited touristic and 
archaeological sites in the city 
ofMadaba and the Jordan 
Valley. 

Egypt open to ‘serious’ 
talks with Israel 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Egypt hopes to begin serious 
talks with Israel on reducing 
nuclear arms and other 
weapons of mass destruction 
in the Middle East, an advis- 
er to visiting Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosoi Mubarak said 
here Monday. Osama A1 
Baz, a political adviser to the 
Egyptian head of state, said 
that while the two countries 
have discussed nuclear arms 
and weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, “We’d like these talks 
to be more organised, more 
formal, and official.'’ Cairo 
hopes to “enter into serious 
negotiations with our Israeli 
neighbours to agree on a 
certain formula,” he said be- 
fore Mr. Mubarak was to 
meet with U.S. Secretary of 
State W suren Christopher. 
But he added that bilateral 
talks alone would not prompt 
Egypt to sign an extension of 
the nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) when it comes 
up.Jor renewal at the United 
Nations next month (see page 
12 ). 

Iraq plans to build 
one of biggest 
mosques 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
plans to start work this month 
on building one of the world's 
biggest mosques in Baghdad 
to mark the 58th birthday of 
President Saddam Hussein, 
the official press said Mon- 
day. The mosque, which will 
be constructed in the Middle 
of a lake fed by the waters of 
the Tigris, will be designed to 
bold 5,000 people with a 
further 70,000 on an espla- 
nade surrounding the build- 
ing. The newspapers, which 
did not specify the cost of the 
project, said work would 
start on two other mosques 
on the same day — April 28 
— at Basra in the south and 
Mosul in the north. 


Mass grave at Kabul 
univeristy 

KABUL (AP) — A mass 
grave containing 10 badly de- 
composed bodies was unear- 
thed at the entrance to the 
medical faculty building of 
Kabul University, a military 
official said Monday. It was 
the second mass grave unco- 
vered in recent days near the 
war-ravaged capital. The 
president’s army found 22 
bodies south of Kabul last 
week. All had been shot in 
the head. In the latest discov- 
ery, the 10 bodies were unco- 
vered Sunday by a newly 
formed security commission 
established to try to put an 
end to the rampant lawless- 
ness in Kabul. General 
Zaheer Akbar said the bodies 
had been buried anywhere 
from one year to 18 months 
ago. It was not possible to 
identify the bodies or deter- 
mine the cause of death due 
to the condition of the corp- 
ses. 

Afghan veteran opens 
fire at Czech airport 

PRAGUE (R) — An Afghan 
war veteran shot and injured 
a policeman at Prague airport 
and hijacked a taxi before 
being caught in a big man- 
hunt, police in the Czech 
Republic said on Monday. 
Police arrested Ukrainian 
Oleg Zakharov, a former 
Soviet army officer, in the 
early hours of Su more 
than four hours after u... 
shooting incident. Comman- 
der Antonin Fedorek, who 
led a hunt by about 100 police 
helped by a helicopter and 
dogs, told a news conference. 


Hamas vows ‘revenge’ 
for Gaza explosion 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Shouting “revenge, re- 
venge,” more than 10,000 
supporers of Hamas poured 
into th streets Monday after 
a deadly blast ripped apart an 
apartment in Gaza. 

Hamas leaders blamed 
Israel and Yasser Arafat's 
government for Sunday's ex- 
plosion which killed eight 
people, including Kamal 
Kheil, a senior commander of 
Hamas' military wing. 

Hamas, .the leading oppo- 
nent to the Tsrael-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) self-rule accord, 
threatened to retaliate with 
fresh attacks in Israel. 

“Thousands of people 
came today to tell Israel that 
the people have only one 
option, and that is the holy 
struggle until Palestine is 
liberated,” Sheikh Ahmad 
Bahar of Hamas told the 
crowd during a memorial 
procession for those killed. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said it was likely 
Hamas would try to stage 
new attacks to recover from 
tiie setback of the weekend 
blast. “It cannot be ruled out 
that in order to give a boost 
to their prestige, they will 
attempt attacks,” Rabin said. 

In Gaza City's Sheikh Rad- 
wan neighbourhood, site of 
the bomb factory, angry slo- 
gans were sprayed on walls 
Monday. “Our revenge will 
be cruel and bloody." read 
one. Rabin and the collabor- 
ators should not rejoice be- 
cause Kheil has taught us 
how to make the Jews swim 
in their blood,” read -another 


(see page 2). 

Hundreds of mourners vi- 
sited Kbefl’s home just a few 
metres from the site of the 
explosion. 

Kheil’s brother, Jamal, 
bristled Monday at Palesti- 
nian police claims that Kheil 
died while preparing a bomb. 
“He wouldn't have done 
something that could kill 
women and children in a 
crowded area,” said Jamal. 

But a Palestinian found a 
large weapons cache in the 
gutted bomb factory, includ- 
ing six unexploded bombs, 
150 grenades, a 10- 
kilogrammes rocket, two pis- 
tols and an uzi submachine 
gun. 

• Kheil, along with the other 
victims, was buried quietly 
Monday morning by Palesti- 
nian police who wanted to 
prevent a large Hamas pro- 
test against the Arafat gov- 
ernment. 

But Hamas brought more 
than 10,000 supporters into 
the street Monday for a 
memorial procession for 
Kheil and the others. The 
marchers fell in line behind 
five empty wooden stretches 
that are normally used to 
cany bodies to tire cemetery. 

“Revenge, revenge," yel- 
led some of the demonstra- 
tors. Others shouted, “We 
want to hear the Jews 
crying." 

Hamas has killed scores of 
Israelis in a series of suicide 
bombings in an attempt to 
sabotage the agreement. 

Both Israel and the Palesti- 

(Continued oa page 7) 


Syria: Peace talks 
might break down 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria said on Monday its 
peace talks with Israel, which 
resumed at the ambassadorial 
level in Washington last 
month, were still faltering. 

“The peace process which 
began over three years ago is 
now faltering and might col- 
lapse because Israel was, and 
still is, putting obstacles on 
the way of the process,” 
Abdallah A1 Ahmar, assis- 
tant secretary-general of the 
ruling Baath Party, said. 

Speaking at the opening of 
an Arab centre for strategic 
studies in Damascus, Mr. 
Ahmar ruled out any Syrian 
concessions especially on full 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights which Israel seized in 
1967. 

His remarks ran counter to 
the optimistic view of U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher who said on 
Monday he was somewhat 
encouraged by the resumed 
Syrian -Israeli talks. 

Syria wants full withdrawal 
from the Golan and says any 
security arrangements which 
would follow a future peace 
treaty with Israel should be 
equal and balanced. 

Israel says it will not reveal 
the extent of its pullback 
before Damascus agrees to 
establish full normal ties. It 
also wants a demilitarised 
zone separating the two 
countries be bigger on the 
Syrian side on gronnds that 
Syria’s area is bigger than 
Israel's. 

Syria’s ambassador to the 
United States Walid AJ 
Muallem and Ins Israeli coun- 
terpart Itamar Rabinovich re- 
sumed their talks in Washing- 
ton on March 20. 

Mr. Ahmar called for eli- 
mination of Israel's nuclear 
weapons, saying peace could 
not be established without 
eliminating nuclear arms and 
other weapons of mass des- 
truction. 

“Syria which contributed 
effectively in the launching of 
the peace process... will nev- 
er abandon or accept bar- 
gaining on an inch of its land 
or any of its rights," Mr. 
Ahmar said. 

“Peace could never prevail 
without Israel's full with- 
drawal from the Golan 
Heights and South Leba- 
non,” he said. "Israel is 
working to achieve separate 
and partial deals which will 


secure its interests and aban- 
don the Arab interests.” 

Defense Minister Mustafa 
Has meanwhile lashed out at 
Israel for its "oppressive 
practices and military escala- 
tion” in South Lebanon. 

General Has made the 
accusation while inspecting 
some of the 40,000 troops 
Damascus has deployed in 
Lebanon. 

The official ' Syrian Arab 
News Agency quoted him as 
telling the soldiers that Israel 
was stepping up its military 
action in South Lebanon to 
undermine Lebanon's posi- 
tion in the Middle East peace 
process and “drag it into sur- 
render.” 

“We in Syria want peace, 
but will not compromise on 
any of our rights," Gen. Tlas 
declared. 

Israel has occupied a bor- 
der strip in South Lebanon 
since 1978. It refuses to with- 
draw from it until Syrian 
forces poll out of Lebanon. 
The so-called “security zone” 
comes under guerrilla attack 
almost every day. 

Gen. Tlas, a long-time 
close associate of President 
Hafez AJ Assad, reiterated 
Syria's adherence to the 
peace process and its insist- 
ence on a “just and compre- 
hensive settlement” in the 
region. 

Heaocused Israel of “man- 
oeuvring” to evade the re- 
quirements of peace. 

He called on the Syrian 
troops in Lebanon to remain 
alert and prepare to counter 
any attempt to “penetrate 
our steadfastness.” 

Earlier, a political com- 
mentary on the state-run 
Damascus Radio accused 
Israel of trying to draw a new 
border on the Golan by its 
refusal to commit itself to a 
complete withdrawal. 

That, the radio said, 
“means that Syria should give 
up part of its land to satisfy 
Israel.” 

“Through the peace talks, 
it seems that Israel wants to 
draw a new border line that 
would meet its expansionist 
aspirations,” the radio de- 
clared. 

“These conditions, put by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, are completely 
rejected by Syria in form and 
content,” it emphasised. 


Israel 
urging 
Hamas 
to join 

polls 

PAJRJS (R) — Israel is quiet- 
ly trying to persuade the 
Palestinian Islamic move- 
ment Hamas to take part in 
self-rule elections, the gener- 
al secretary of the governing 
Israeli Labour Party, Nissim 
Zvili, said on Monday. 

He also said he did not 
believe Israel would reach a 
comprehensive peace agree- 
ment with Syria before the 
1996 Israeli general election. 

Mr. Zvili spoke to repor- 
ters on a visit to France, 
against a background of 
Hamas accusations of Israeli 
responsibility, along with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), for an explo- 
sion that killed eight people, 
including two Hamas guerril- 
las, in the Gaza Strip (See 
separate story). 

Mr. Zvili said he believed 
Israel would be prepared to 
evacuate some isolated Jew- 
ish settlements in the Gaza 
Strip, once Palestinian Au- 
thority Chairman Yasser 
Arafat had taken steps to 
improve security and -combat 
extremist violence. 

He said the Israelis were 
holding unofficial contacts 
with political leaders of 
Hamas, which denounced the 
1993 Israeli-PLO peace 
agreement and has continued 
to wage a campaign of vio- 
lence against Israel, to en- 
courage them to take part in 
forthcoming Palestinian elec- 
tions. 

“It is very important to 
enable Hamas' participation 
in these elections,” be said. 
“Everyone understands that 
if Hamas is to be moderated 
somewhat, it must be drawn 
into the process.” 

Mr. Zvili said the political 
leaders of Hamas were not 
always responsible for or in 
agreement with the actions of 
the movement's military 
wing, the Izzeddin AJ Q as- 
sert? brigades. 

“If the political leaders of 
Hamas think- they can gain 
from the (electoral) process, 
this will be an incentive to 
isolate the armed branch,” he 
said. 

“That is why we are trying 
to persuade the Palestinians 
that the participation of 
Hamas is important,” he 
said. 

Mr. Zvili declined to give 
details of Israeli contacts with 
Hamas, or to say whether 
they involved the move- 
ment’s imprisoned founder 
and spiritual leader. Sheikh 
Ahmad Yassin. 

But he said: “There are 
contacts. Not official. We 
have always had contacts 
with Hamas people.” 

Israel initially said no orga- 
nisation which opposed the 
Oslo Israeli-PLO accords 
should be permitted to take 
part in the self-rule elections. 

But Mr. Zvili said it would 
be sufficient for Hamas to 
omit from its political plat- 
form the aim of the destruc- 
tion of Israel and support for 
armed struggle. He drew a 
distinction between Hamas 
and the more radical Islamic 
Jihad movement. 

The Labour official said 
Mr. Arafat, who sought an 
agreement with Hamas lead- 
ers but foundered on their 
refusal to restrain the move- 
ment’s armed branch, was 
now telling Israeli leaders he 
believed Hamas would con- 
test the Palestinian elections. 

On Syria, Mr. Zvih’ said 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
most realise there are secur- 
ity risks that not even a 
labour government was pre- 
pared to take for peace. 



Palestinian policemen pick up remains of victims from the explosion in a three-storey building in the Sheikh Rad wan 
neighbourhood of Gaza City Sunday (AFP photo) 


Aziz urges U.N. to improve oil offer 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
on Monday urged the U.N. 
Security Council to improve 
an offer to allow Iraq to sell 
oil worth $4 billion, but 
reiterated that Baghdad re- 
jects the proposal as it stands 
now. 

If “substantive, positive 
amendments” were intro- 
duced into the U.S.-proposed 
draft resolution on the sale 
offer, Iraq would take 
another look at it, he said 
before leaving for New York 
to lobby Security Council 
members. 

He did not specify what 
those amendments should be. 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency quoted Mr. Aziz as 
saying: “We have rejected 
the U.S. draft and will con- 
tinue to reject it. There is no 
change in this stand.” 

Iraq’s 250-member parlia- 
ment unanimously rejected 
the TJ.N. proposal Saturday. 

The proposal seeks to 
modify U.N. sanctions, im- 
posed in August 1990 after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait, to 
allow Baghdad to sell oil 
worth $4 billion to buy food 
and medicine for Iraq’s 18 
million people who are suf- 


fering worsening hardship be- 
cause of the embargo. 

Under the proposal, Bagh- 
dad could spend half the pro- 
ceeds from the oil sales. But 
30 per cent would go to 
Kuwait as war reparations 
and 20 per cent to the United 
Nations to pay for its opera- 
tions in Iraq. 

The proposal widens an 
earlier U.N. offer to Iraq for 
a one-time sale of oil worth 
$1.6 billion. Baghdad re- 
jected that, claiming U.N. 
conditions infringed on Iraq’s 
sovereignty. 

Mr. Aziz said Monday that 
there have already been two 
U.N. resolutions on the 
issue, resolutions 706 and 
712, but be said they were 
“distorted." 

“They have colonialist 
objectives, seeking to control 
Iraq's oil wealth, divide Iraq 
ana dominate its destiny. 
Therefore, we have firmly 
rejected these two resolu- 
tions and the latest U.S. draft 
resolution, which does not 
differ from the two above- 
mentioned resolutions,” he 
said. 

If favourable amendments 
were made as Baghdad re- 
quests, Mr. Aziz stressed: 



Tareq Aziz 


“We’d look at the new draft 
and decide what position to 
adopt in light of the basic 
constants in our position. 

“These constants state that 
any arrangement of this kind 
must not obstruct or delay 
foe full implementation of 
paragraph 22 (of Resolution 
687) and ' must not include 
any interfering conditions 
that harm Iraq's sovereignty 
and national unity or consti- 
tute future shackles,” he 
said. 

Under Resolution 687, 
which ended the 1991 Gulf 


war, Iraqi exports .would be 
permitted once the U.N. spe- 
cial commission charged with 
destroying Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction testifies that 
Baghdad has met all the 
Security COundl’s demands. 

Meanwhile, an Iraqi 
lawyer met twice Monday 
with two American prisoners 
in the maximum security Abu 
Gbraib prison near Baghdad 
to prepare an appeal against 
their eight-year sentences, 
the lawyer’s office said. 

Khaled Jarjees discussed 
the legal procedures with 
David Daliberti, 41, and Wil- 
liam Barloon, 39. an associ- 
ate at Mr. Jaijees’s office said 
by telephone, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Mr. Jarjees first visited the 
men in the morning, then 
returned to the prison for 
further consultations five 
hours later after meeting Ira- 
qi officials. 

The details of his discus- 
sions with the Americans was 
not divulged. 

Mr. Jarjees has repre- 
sented all Westerners 
arrested for illegally entering 
Iraq since the 1991 Gulf war. 

(Continued on page 7) 



A Turkey army convoy in northern Iraq on Sunday (AFP photo) 


Turkey 
rejects 
calls to 
quit Iraq 

BONN (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish Foreign Minister ErdaJ 
Inonu, launching a diploma- 
tic offensive to defend Tur- 
key's military drive against 
Kurdish separatist bases in 
northern Iraq, Monday re- 
buffed a new German de- 
mand to end the operation. 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinfcel said after the 
talks with his Turkish coun- 
terpart that “the Turkish 
army must withdraw rapidly, 
tomorrow if possible.” 

A Turkish commander 
meanwhile acknowledged 
that Kurdish rebels were still 
able to stage attacks on his 
units in northern Iraq two 
weeks after Turkey sent tens 
of thousands of troops across 
the border. 

General Hasan Kundakd, 
the commander of the north- 
ern Iraqi operation, said 
some 100 Kurdish rebels 
attacked a Turkish military 
unit in Haftanin region Fri- 
day night and fought for four 
hours, the Istanbul daily 
Sabah reported Monday. 

The attack could be a sign 
that the Turkish cross-border 
operation, which has been 
heavily criticised in the West, 
was not as effective as hoped 
for by the Turkish govern- 
ment and military. 

The rebels killed five sol- 
diers in another surprise 


attack on an army unit in 
Darkarjan village last 
Wednesday. 

On March 20, some 35,000 
Turkish soldiers poured 
across Turkey's southeastern 
border to penetrate some 45 
kilometres inside northern 
Iraq to wipe out the rebel 
camps. 

The fighting involves the 
section of northern Iraq con- 
trolled by Iraqi Kurds who 
want independence from 
Baghdad. Patrolled by allied 
warplanes since the end of 
the Gulf war, the area is 
beyond the reach of Iraq's 
military. 

The guerrillas belong to 
the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), fighting for auton- 
omy in southeastern Turkey 
since 1984. 

Some 2,800 PKK rebels 
were believed to be based in 
more than 20 camps used for 


hit and run attacks. 

Germany has been the 
harshest critic of the military 
incursion into Iraq and last 
week suspended weapons de- 
liveries to Turkey, also put- 
ting on hold a $107-million 
financial aid package for the 
construction in Germany of 
two frigates for the Turkish 
navy. 

The drive — which Turkey 
said on Sunday had so far 
lolled 25 Kurds and 26 Tur- 
kish soldiers — has been criti- 
cised by other European gov- 
ernment as well as Germany, 
notably by France. 

However, speaking Mon- 
day, Mr. Inonu defended the 
offensive. 

“Our soldiers will pull out” 
only when Ankara considers 
that PKK guerrillas are no 
longer in a position to carry 
out attacks in Turkey from 
bases in northern Iraq, Mr. 


Inonu said. 

“PKK terrorism justifies 
our action in northern Iraq,” 
he told a press conference 
after meeting Mr. Kinkel. 

Mr. Inonu flatly denied re- 
ports that Turkey was seek- 
ing to establish a permanent 
security zone in northern 
Iraq, as Israel bas done north 
of its border in southern 
Lebanon to keep out hostile 
infiltrators. 

In an interview with the 
Turkish daily Sabah on Mon- 
day, General Kundakd said 
the Turkish army has a plan 
to pull its troops out of north-’ 
ern Iraq. 

“Our plan aimed at a troop 
pullout and preventing the 
terrorists (Kurdish rebels) 
from infiltrating into Turkish 
territory is ready,” Gen. 
Kundakd told the paper. 

(Continued mi page 3) 
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Algeria claims success 
in fighting militants 
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I Palestinian police examine the apartment of a three-storey building in the Sheikh Rad wan neighbourhood of Gaza City 
where a huge explosion occurred Sunday (AFP photo) 

Deadly explosion shocks Gazans 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Gaza residents spoke of their 
horror Sunday when a mas- 
sive explosion blamed by 
police on militants ripped 
through an apartment block 
in the city centre, tailing six 
people and injuring about 12 
others. 

Hatem Abu Kaied said he 
rushed to the scene im- 
mediately after the blast. 

Still shaken, he said he 
beard “a colossal noise which 
terrified everybody.” 

There were “blown-up 
bodies and corpses, including 
a baby. It was terrible.” 

Palestinian police deployed 
in strength at the site to 
contain the thousands of 
Gaza residents who went to 
see the remains of the three- 
storey building shattered by 
the blast. 

“I saw heads and organs 


flung through the air by the 
blast,” said Jamal Al Assali, 
25. a resident of the Sheikh 
Radwan district rocked by 
the explosion. 

“But I didn’t start shaking 
because after seven years of 
the intifada we are used to 
such scenes in Gaza. 

“It is dear to all the neigh- 
bours living near the apart- 
ment block that the Hamas 
militants were making horri- 
fic devices.” 

Palestinian police chief 
Ghazi Jabali said three mem- 
bers of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas died 
‘•when a big bomb they were 
handling exploded.” 

A very young child was 
among the six victims, he 
said. 

Mahmoud Zahar, a Hamas 
official in Gaza, said the ex- 
plosion was “an attack care- 


fully planned by Israel.” 

Another Sheikh Radwan 
resident, Salem Shamaneh. 
said he was terrified by the 
explosion and “didn’t know 
what to do.” 

“I remained frozen, watch- 
ing the police evacuate the 
victims.” 

Palestinian police said the 
dead induded Kamal Kheil, a 
leader of lzzedin Al Qassam, 
armed wing of the hardline 
Hamas, which is violently 
opposed to the Palestine U- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO)-Israeli autonomy 
accords. 

Me. Kheil’s relatives were 
still hoping he had survived 
the blast. “We still don’t 
know about his fate, but we 
praise God for everything, 
even if be has died,” said his 
brother Samir. 27. 

Israeli security services 
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have been bunting for Kheil 
for three years, accusing him 
of killing an Israeli officer in 
1993 and several Palestinian 
collaborators. 

The Palestinian Authority 
also wanted to capture him 
for the killing of three 
Palestinians since self-rule 
was launched last May. 

General Jabali said police 
found 25 kilogrammes of a 
toxic powder and small rock- 
ets in the ruins of the partially 
collapsed building. 

They also found automatic 
weapons and bullet-proof 
vests and remains of 12 de- 
tonators and five explosive 
devices which they disman- 
tled. 

Hamas has claimed several 
major anti-Israeli attacks in 
the past year, including a 
suicide bombing in Tel Aviv 
which killed 22 people on 
Oct. 19. 

In Damascus, Hamas con- 
firmed Kheil had died in the 
bomb blast and vowed re- 
venger- • 

Abu Mohammad Mustafa, 
Hamas representative in 
Damascus, said the Palesti- 
nian police of PLO chief Yas- 
ser Arafat and Israeli forces 
were responsible for the inci- 
dent and that ! Hamas would 
avenge it. 

“Brother Kamal Kheil and 
three other fighters of lzzedin 
Al Qassam were killed today 
in the Gaza building where 
they were hiding,” Mr. Mus- 
tafa told Reuters. 

“The Arafat authority and 
the Zionists are responsible 
for the killing... the Qassam 
Brigades • will respond quickly 
and painfully to the criminal 
bombing of the building,” he 
said. 

Mr. Mustafa said Mr. Kheil bad 
been hunted by Israeli secur- 
ity forces and Palestinian 
police for a long time and 
that he and his colleagues 
went to the apartment to hide 
on Saturday evening. 

“Agents of Arafat and the 
Israeli secret service knew 
where the fighters were hid- 
ing and bombed the building 
to claim that bombs exploded 
while the fighters were pre- 
paring them.” he said. 

Mr. Mustafa said Hamas 
had never prepared bombs in 
populated areas in the past 
and that the weapons disco- 
vered at the building were 
personal weapons of the 
Hamas fighters. 


ALGIERS (AFP) - Alge- 
rian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Salah Dembri 
claimed Sunday that the 
Algerian army and security 
forces were winning their bat- 
tle against the country's Isla- 
mic Fundamentalist insurgen- 
cy, the official Algerian press 
service APS reported Sunday. 

“The terrorists have lost 
ground” after recent army 
offensives, Mr. Dembri told 
the Egyptian magazine Octo- 
ber, adding that “the security 
situation is improving every 
day” and saying that pres- 
idential elections will be held 
later this year as planned, 
APS reported. 

Army units launched a 
massive offensive against the 
armed Islamic groups two 
weeks ago and Algerian news- 
papers nave put die death toll 
among fundamentalists at 
2,800. There has been no 
official toll and no toll for 
those killed among the secur- 
ity forces. 

The fighting in Algeria be- 
gan in 1992 after the army- 
backed government cancelled 
the second round of elections 
the since-banned fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) looked like win- 
ning. 

So far, it is thought to have 
cost 30,000 lives, according to 
U.S. State Department fi- 
gures. 

Speaking to the Egyptian 
magazine, Mr. Dembn said a 
presidential election will be 
held “in tbe last third of the 
year,” with the first task of a 
new president being “the 
constitution of a new govern- 
ment to arrange parliamen- 
tary elections, then local elec- 
tions, which will guarantee 
Algeria elected institutions 
for the next two years.” 

Signalling no let-up in the 
regime's opposition to talks 
with the FIS, as urged by 
eight opposition parties ear- 
lier this year, Mr. Dembri said: 


“The country rejects talks 
with the banned FIS because 
of the conditions it imposes. 
However, dialogue remains 
open to all parties in Algeria 
in order to prepare for elec- 
tions.” 

In the first of those talks, 
Algerian President Liamine 
Zeroual met Sunday with 
Abdul Hamid Mehri. tbe 
secretary-general of Algeria’s 
formerly sole ruling party, the 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN). 

Both tbe Socialist Forces 
Front (FFS) and the Islamic 
Renaissance Movement (Al 
Nahda). are to be received in 
the next few days. The Move- 
ment for Democracy in 
Algeria (MDA), has not yet 
responded to invitations 
Mr. Zeroual tsued at the end of 
March to 11 parties and four 
organisations and union 
bodies. 

The FFS national execu- 
tive, which has boycotted 
talks between the govern- 
ment and opposition parties 
since Dec. 1993, said it would 
also join the April 8 talks 
“with the intention of setting 
in motion a peace dynamic to 
give hope to the population.” 

In all. eight opposition par- 
ties in January signed a 
national contract at a meeting 
in Rome which the govern- 
ment denounced and boycot- 
ted. 

Meanwhile Anouar Had- 
dam, bead of the FIS par- 
liamentary delegation 
abroad, said “the jihad” will 
continue until an Islamic 
state is founded.” if Algerian 
authorities did not accept the 
Rome contract, to which the 
FIS was a signatory. 

Mr. Haddam, speaking at a 
conference of Islamic fun- 
damentalists in the Sudanese 
capital Khartoum, accused 
France of helping tbe Alge- 
rian army “politically and 
militarily." 


UNESCO team shocked on 
visit to project near pyramids 


CAIRO (AFP) — A team of 
UNESCO experts expressed 
shock on a visit to a con- 
troversial motorway project 
threatening the Giza pyra- 
mids near Cairo Sunday. 

“I didn't think it would be 
this terrible,” French Egyp- 
t o 1 o g i s t C h.ri s t i a n e 
Desroches-Noblecourt ‘told 
AFP. 

“I didn't think it was so 
large,” said Laurent Levi- 
Strauss, a French member of 
UNESCO's World Heritage 
Committee, as he photo- 
graphed the nearly com- 
pleted road just 2.5 
kilometres south of the pyra- 
mids. 

Work on the motorway, 
badly needed to divert traffic 
out of the dogged Cairo dty 
centre, is two-thirds com- 
plete. But tombs and artifacts 
have been discovered just a 
few metres (yards) from the 
building site. 

“We have to get rid of this 
road," said Abdul Halim 
Nureddin, head of the Egyp- 
tian antiquities department, 
who accompanied the team. 

The six-member team also 
induded Sorbonne Universi- 
ty Vice President Leon Press- 
ouyre, German landscape 
architect Hans Werkmeister 
and two Egyptians — Salah 
Lamei, a specialist in Islamic 
heritage, and Hamed Mubar- 
ak, a town planner. 

Work on the new ring road 
encircling Cairo was sus-' 
pended in November after 
the U.N. Educational, Srien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO) protested 
that it would cross part of the 
pyramids site. 

The team drove along 5.5 
kilometres of the road, parts 


of it built up on embank- 
ments six metres (20 feet) 
high. They stopped several 
times to examine the effects 
of the construction on the 
landscape. 

They also visited tombs 
discovered nearby.,:. 

.Tbe team also examined 
other nearby construction' 
sites including a police 
accommodation project and 
an army camp surrounded by 
high walls. 

Before the visits, the team 
met Sunday with Mr. Nured- 
din, Culture Minister Faruq 
Hosni and Minister of State 
for New Communities 
Mohammad Ibrahim Sulei- 
man. 

Mr. Suleiman, quoted by 
the official Egyptian news 
agency MENA, said a joint 
committee of experts from all 
concerned ministries would 
try to find solutions to protect 
the ancient sites but also to 
reap the benefits of the ring 
road. 

Before ending its mission 
Thursday, the UNESCO 
team will hold talks with offi- 
cials from several ministries, 
tbe antiquities department, 
the Giza authorities, army 
representatives and officials 
from anfinstitute for urban 
planning in the Paris region, 
which helped design the ring 
road. 

A new route for the high- 
way proposed by the govern- 
ment in December was im- 
mediately rejected by UN- 
ESCO as it would involve 
building a tunnel or moving 
the road two to four 
kilometres (about two miles) 
south of the existing route, 
which would still take it 
across the pyramids site. 
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NEWS1N BRIEF 

Saleh meets Yemen-Saudi joint panel I 

SANAA (R) — Yemen’s President Ali Abdullah Saleh on . 
Monday met a joint Saudi-Yemeni militaiy committee 
which is holding a second round of talks on a long-standing 
bolder dispute. The official SABA news agency quoted 
Mr. Saleh as telling the committee that Yemen was “keen 
to preserve brotherly and cooperation relations betweeu 
our two countries... and keen... (to preserve) the security 
and peace in the region.” The committee, set up under a 
memorandum Yemen and Saudi Arabia signed in Febru- 
ary, is trying to resolve a 60-year-okJ border dispute. Tbe 
memorandum provides for committees to demarcate land 
and sea borders and prevent troop movements in the 
potentially oil-rich border area. 

U.N. confirms 350 deaths in Afghan landslide 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) — U.N. officials confirmed Monday 
that 350 people were killed in two landslides in northeast- 
ern Afghanistan last week. A U.N. mission which went to 
the sites in Badakshan province said 313 people died when 
a massive slide buried 106 houses in the village of Qaluqi 
Zui Kotal in Daraim district on March 27, a statement from 
tbe world body said. A second landslide in the same district 
claimed 37 lives. The report said 442 people survived and 
so far 12 bodies bad been recovered. Tbe mission delivered 
emergency medical supplies provided by the World Health * 
Organisation on Sunday. It has now returned to' tbe i; 
provincial capital, Faizabad. ’ ‘.'ij 

Reporters held by PKK may be freed soon 

ANKARA (AFP) — An AFP reporter taken hostage last 
Friday by Kurdish rebels along with a photographer for the 
Reuters news agency may be released soon, a rebel 
spokesman was quoted as saying Monday by tbe daily 
Milliyet newspaper. Ali Garzan, the European spokesman 
for tbe ERNK, tbe political arm of the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), said he thinks tbe two journalists “may be 
released soon,” but he did not give a specific date. He _• 
added Kadri Gursel of AFP and Fatih Saribas of 
Reuters “are in good health and they are our guests.” Tbe 
pair, both Turkish nationals, were abducted by the rebels 
last Friday after spending several days in northern Iraq 
covering Ankara’s two-week old offensive against rebel 
bases in northern Iraq. Mr. Garzan said they were seized 
for their own security in case of an attack by the Turkish 
army. 

Vietnam, Bahrain to exchange ambassadors 

HANOI (AP) — Vietnam and Bahrain will exchange 
ambassadors for the first time, an official report said 
Monday. The two countries agreed to set up embassies in 
each other’s capitals last Friday, the state-run Vietnam 
News reported. Vietnam has sought to build stronger ties 
with non-communist countries since the collapse of the ~ 
former Soviet Union. Vietnamese leaders are especially ' 
eager to make friends with countries such as Bahrain that 
have the money or technology Vietnam needs to help 
develop its backward economy. Crude oil is Vietnam’s 
most valuable export, and Bahrain relies on sales of refined 
petroleum products for most of its foreign exchange 
earnings. 

Sudan rebel group announces ceasefire ; ' 

NAIROBI (AFP) — A splinter faction of so nth era ; 
Sudanese rebels announced a ceasefire Monday to match ■ 
two-month truces declared by the government and the ! 
main rebel movement after mediation by U.S. former ! 
President Jimmy Carter. Dayid de Chan, spokesman for »- 
the South Sudan Independence Movement (SSIM). said 
the two-month ceasefire Was to take effect from midnight ! 
(2100 GMT) on Monday. Mr. De Chan said SSIM forces ; . 
had repulsed a government attack on the town of Maiwut in ■ 
Upper Nile province which he said had been mounted • 
despite the government ceasefire declared on March 27. 
“The SSIM forces have been ordered to maintain the state ; 
of maximum alert and to fight back only in legitimate - 
self-defence," Mr. De Chan said. The mainstream Sudan 1 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) led by John Garang ' 
announced last week that his group would also observe the ; 
two-month ceasefire. 

Libya mediates in Sudan-Uganda row 

TUNIS (R) — Senior officials from Sudan and Uganda are i 
meeting in Tripoli hoping that Libyan mediation will help : 
them end a row between the two neighbouring countries, ; 
the official Libyan news agency JANA said on Monday. ■ 
Colonel Abu Bakr Jaber Younes, one of Muammar 
Qadhafi’s aides, on Sunday night met separately with 
Sudan's first Vice-President A! Zubeir Mohammad Saleh 
and Uganda’s Vice- Prime Minister Eriya Kategaya, JANA 
said. Tbe meetings were held ahead of a Libya-Sudan- 
Uganda meeting “in the framework of Libya’s efforts to 
solve the African problems with the mediation of Africans 
themselves far from foreign interferences,” the agency 
added. The meeting is called by Libya “to disenm the 
amelioration of the relations between tbe two countries • 
(Sudan and Uganda) and establish a dialogue between : 
them with the aim of boosting these relations,” it said. 

Israeli construction chief found dead at home 

MTTZE RAMON (AFP) — Police on Monday found an 
Israeli construction company boss dead at his home in the 
southern region of Nageb and said he apparently died of ' ~ 
natural causes. They had earlier feared tbe 60-year-old mao ^ 
could have been murdered by one of his Palestinian . 
workers after be was found with blood on his face. But a , f 
medical report showed he died of an internal haemorrhage 
after a long illness. The construction chief mostly employed *v 
Palestinians and at times lodged them for the night in Mitze J (j| 
Ramon. j 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17:06 Lc Prince El La Sircnc 

17:30 Pyramidc 

18:00 

Tour Du Monde Tour Du Cicl 

|W)0 News in French 

19=30 The Bold and the Beautiful 

19:45 FautPasRcvcr 

28-JO .... Home Improvement 

21:16 The Nature of Things 

22:00 News in English 

22:20 Sea forth 

PRAYER TIMES 

64:58 Fajr 

96:17 (Sunrise} Doha 

12£9 Dbuhr 

16:12 -Asr 

IfcOl Maghreb 

20:19 -Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nuaretb Church 
Swtlffch. Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of tbe Anaflndadoa Tel. 
637440. 

De la SaDe CM Tel. 661757 
Tcmorcti Church Tel: 622366 
Chon* tf the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Td- 630851. Tel. 
628543. 


Armenian CafboBc Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbnrch Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation TcL 684195 
Tbe Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church oT Nazarene Tcl.675A91. 
Hie Evangelical Local Chord: In 
Amman 
T4l. 811295. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures arc expected to 
rise slightly with scattered showers 
expected in the different pans of 
the Kingdom and winds becoming 
northwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
skies will he partly doudy, winds 
northerly moderate, and seas calm. 

Min./Max. temp. 

Amman 3/13 

Aqaba 10/21 

Deserts 3 / 16 

Jordan Valley 9/ 19 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 10, Aqaba 19. Humidity 
readings: Amman 74 per cent. 
Aqaba 31 per cent. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 682935 

Dr. Yousef Sammour 663254 

Dr. Ghazi Abdullah 884286 

Dr. Nidal Asad 751672 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 


KB ID-. 

Dr. Akram Momani 248795 

Alquds pharmacy (—1 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Mnfid Damra 985532 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoHcc 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pubfic Security Dcpuimcnt 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repain 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television ....773111 

Radio Jordan 774] II 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company— 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Ouccn Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

hkstinc. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 66913) 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-M nastier Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

AFAUi. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al- Bashir. J. Astirafich 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital ..686100 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA*. 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital 

(091900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09 986732 

Al Hilcna Modem Hospital (091990990 

IRBUfc 

Princess Baum Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

lbn Al Naim Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

P ri nc e ss Haya Hospital (03)3141 11 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at tbe Ouccn Aba la- 
ic national Airport Td. (08)53200- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

9446 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

97:30 Damascus (RJ) 

•9:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

9*55 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

9£55 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doha. Bahrain t RJ) 

1635 London (RJ) 

1658 Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 ... Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 
IfcW Frankfurt (RJ) 


Other Hlghts (Terminal 2) 

•909 Vienna (OS) 

13 & Rome (AZ) 

M*5 Munich (YP) 

Aden (DY) 

2028 Beirut (ME) 

23^9 Amsterdam (KL) 

23£5 Bucharest (RO) 

DEPARTU R ES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

97:98 Aqaba (RJ) 

98:15 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

11:90 Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

11=35 Vienna. Madrid (RJ) 

12:80 Geneva. Brussels (RJ) 

12£0 Paris. Frankfurt (RJ ) 

12:40 London f RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

2WJ5 Lamaca(RJ) 

20--38 Jeddah (RJ) 

2125 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
Rat Yai (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

•5:39 Damascus. Paris (AF) 

*2*0 Vienna (OS) 

I* 2 * Damascus (AZ) 

14£5 

Sharm Al Sheikh. Munich (YP) 

21*9 Aden (DY) 

2MS Amsterdam (KL> 

WfcSS Bucharest (RO) 


HIJAZ RAILWAY 

TRAIN 

Dtp. Amman 8:00 every Monday 
Arr. Damascus 

5:00 p.m. every Monday 
Dep. Damascus 

7:30 a.ra. every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 

5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppciflowcr price in Ok per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Banana 680 

.Banana (Mukanunar) 620 

Cabbage 100/60 

Carrot 180 / 1 ® 

Cauliflower 240 1 120 

Cucumbers (large) 130/70 

Cucumbers (small) 220 / IW 

Eggplant 300/160 

tiarSc ] 200/800 

Green brans 240 / 150 

Lemon 429/250 

Marrow (large) 100/60 

Marrow (small) 200/100 

Onion (green) 240/ J® 

Onion (dry) 250/ 150 

Orange SOOMOO 

Peas 550/400 

Pcppcrfliot) 480 / 2® ’ 

Pepper (sweet) 320J;® 

Spinach 1^155 

String Beans 350/291) 

Tomato 320180 - 
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■ ^- Her Royal Highness Princess Basina Mon- counter at Yarmouk University (Petra 

' 5 ": ^ r ?:'.d*y addresses a women’s students en- photo) 

Princess Basma urges women students 
^ a>be Mo follow lead of Jordan’s role models 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Her 
r . - '. 'J-ft -Royal Highness Princess Bas- 
na urged Jordanian women 
. ■ _ V ' r jo take a more active role in. 
r- .Y.; /-:: 4 tbe workplace, pointing to 
. . women leaders in the country 
• -'i/and their positive contribu- 
^ tkns in all fields and at all 
- r : levels. 

In an opening speech at the 
women students en- 
-V counter organised by the 
. Students Committee of the 
^Yarmouk University Stu- 
. "dents Union and attended by 
students of the university of 
. Jordan, Princess Basma cited 

*cnange a^numerous examples of 
^ women leaders in the country 
; and hoped they would be an 
-.incentive to women students 
~.: ; .to follow in their steps. 

“I feel so proud and happy 
of the positive outcome that 
/women achieved through 
their participation in muni- 
;.dpal committes. This is a 
. . considerable and important 
’’ contribution to women's role 
■ in political life,” she said. 

Princess Basma pointed to 
' several examples of women 
leaders in the country espe- 


aup announcsj?’.- 


dally in Parliament and in the 
government. She said 
women's achievements and 
their assumption of decision- 
making posts should be an 
incentive to other women to 
follow suit. 

She also stressed the need 
to highlight the youngsters* 
needs and opinions since they 
are considered a basic pillar 
of the progress and develop- 
ment of any country. 

A spedal forum for Arab 
youth was held in October 
last year aimed at getting 
acquainted with the youngs- 
ters’ opinions in the report 
prepared for the coming 
World Conference on 
Women in Beijing this 
September. 

Marwan Kama], President 
of Yarmouk University, said 
there was a spedal interest in 
raising students' awareness of 
women’s participation in the 
sodety. 

He said a spedal club 
would be established for this 
purpose where women stu- 
dents would take part in 


several activities within and 
outside the univeristy cam- 
pus. 

Amal Freij, president of 
the women’s committee at 
the university’s students un- 
ion, delivered a speech on the 
occasion, in which she ex- 
pressed hope that the meet- 
ing's objectives would be 
achieved. She also called 
coordinating efforts among 
students to achieve their 
aspirations. 

Several seminars will be 
held at the two-day encoun- 
ter that will tackle several 
issues: women's role in 
changing the current situa- 
tion, unions and their role in 
the sodety, and women's par- 
ticipation in the workplace. 

Other working papers on 
women students’ contribu- 
tions and coordinating efforts 
among students will also be 
presented. 

Several women leaders and 
activists are taking part in this 
event, notably Deputy of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Toujan Faisal. 
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Abequa pleads not guilty 
to murder, 
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By Rana -Husseini <1 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Mohammad 
Ismail Abequa, a 
Jordanian-Amencan ac- 
cused of premeditated mur- 
der of his 40-year-old wife 
in the United States and 
kidnapping his two children, 
Monday pleaded not guilty 
to both charges. 

Mr. Abequa, 46. who 
earlier confessed to strang- 
ling his wife, Nihal, on July 
4, in her Parsippany Troy-- 
Hills, New Jersey home, in a 
■ ’ . dispute over the custody of 

- _ ' / their two children Usa, 6, 

\ and Sami 3. told a three- 
.' -judge panel and a full cour- 
troom of journalists and 
- family members that he was 

- ■* " ‘ innocent of all charges. 

In his confession to the 
• r . Jordanian authorities, Mr. 
_■ Abequa, a naturalised U.S. 

' ' citizen, said he fled the Un- 

■ ■ - •; ited States with the children 
. - ' after committing the crime 
and stayed at his mother's 
^ ..rhome in Sweileh before 
fC'jr -'*>"■ being arrested on July 20. 

The children were later 


•T^flown out of the- Kingdom 
with their maternal aunt, 
Nesima Dokur, who had 
arrived in Jordan from the 
U.S. to claim the children 
after His Majesty King 
Hussein intervened in the 
case in August. 

If Mr. Abequa is con- 
victed he could face the 
death penalty. But Jordan 
has commuted most death 
sentences in recent years. 

The opening session of 
one of the most controver- 
sial trials to take place in 
Jordan lasted only 20 mi- 
nutes. 

Abdul Rahman Tawfiq, 
the presiding judge read out 
Mr. Abequa’s indictment in 
the murder of his wife and 
the kidnapping of his chil- 
dren. 

Mr. Abequa’s defence 
attorney Masoud Khalifeh. 
contested the validity of 
evidence collected by the 
prosecutor general in the 
U.S. in a Jordanian court of 
law. 

State Prosecutor Khalid 
Darwish, who urged the 
court for the maximum 


penalty* -travelled to the 
united States in March and 
gathered evidence with the 
help of New Jersey prosecu- 
tors to be used against Mr. 
Abequa in his trial. 

-‘There is no article in the 
Jordanian law that stipu- 
lates that a prosecutor can 
travel outside the Kingdom 
and conduct an investiga- 
tion. The law says investiga- 
tions must be conducted in 
Jordan,” Mr. Khalifeh told 
the Jordan Times following 
the end of the first session. 

Jordan had turned down 
an U.S. request to hand 
over Mr. Abequa to be 
tried in the United States 
because an extradition trea- 
ty did not exist between the 
two countries. 

Although an extradition 
treaty was signed last week' 
between the two countries, 
Jordanian officials said that 
Mr. Abequa will be tried in 
Jordan. 

The court said that the 
next session will be held on 
Thursday, and the prosecu- 
tion will respond to the 
defence's argument. 
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Turkey rejects 
/ alls to quit 
raq 

~<Conthiiied from page 1) 

.. — '^ Speaking in Bonn, Mr. 
. i.inkel said he had asked Mr. 
.. on V to oonsider political 
r* lution to the Kurdish ques- 

m based on cultural auton- 
' ly for the large Kurdish 
nority while preserving 
rkey's territorial integrity. 
Turkish troops are using 
tides similar to those used 
. the United Nations in 
jj^rrrthem Iraq and leaving 
*** N. guards at risk of attack 
Kurdish rebels, a U.N. 
icial charged. 

The Turkish army uses 
- ite - vehides with black let- 
; painted on both sides, 
ilar to ours,” a senior 
dal of the U.N. guards 
' I in Dohuk near the Tur- 
i border. 

bis could provoke PKK 
sis into attacking U.N. 
-, the official said. 
f .N. guards who ques- 
ed the Turkish army ab- 
its vehides were told that 
•ps only used them in 
vy areas for camouflage. 
... But we found them in 
?ent areas east of Zakho 
re there isn’t any snow," 
offidal added. 


Tripartite panel to meet 
on Aqaba gulf projects 


By Caroline Faraj 

Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The first meet- 
ing of the tripartite 
Jordanian-American-Israeli 
joint committee on marine 
sciences will be held today in 
Aqaba. 

Director General of the 
Jordanian Ports Corporation 
Dureid Mahasneh, who will , 
head the Jordanian side at ' 
the meeting, said the commit- 
tee will discuss over the three 
days environmental projects 
to be carried out m the Gulf 
of Aqaba and the use of 
modem technology in de- 
veloping the area economi- 
cally. 

Dr. Mahasneh said the sci- 
entific committee will also 
study the prospect of starting 
fish farm projects in the port 
area, protecting the environ- 
ment and managing coastal 
resources. 

The meeting, which is 
organised in cooperation with 
die United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID), is part of the 
Arab-Israeli multilateral 
talks in terms of sdentific 
efforts to prepare feasibility 


studies for environmental 
projects, said Dr. Mahasneh. 

He noted that many pro- 
ject offers are being proposed 
to protect the environment, 
particularly in the Aqaba 
gulf. 

He said there is a program- 
me which was launched to 
conduct the needed studies 
for combatting oil pollution 
in the Aqaba gulf through 
financial support by Japan 
amounting to $8 million, not- 
ing that the Gulf area was 
receiving international atten- 
tion because it is shared by 
four countries: Jordan, 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
Israel. 

Dr. Mahasneh said in view 
of offers received and studies 
being conducted at the bi- 
lateral and multilateral 
levels, it seems that the 
Aqaba gulf will be a touristic 
and business attraction area, 
particularly if a free zone in 
the city of Aqaba were estab- 
lished. 

He continued that this will 
have a great impact on boost- 
ing activities in the port area 
and will serve the develop- 
ment process in the Jordan 
Rift Valley. 
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Jordanian, Israeli tourism ministers 
to sign agreement today in Deir Alla 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The ministers 
of tourism of Jordan and 
Israel, Abdul' Bah Khatib 
and Uri Baram. are sche- 
duled to sign an agreement 
on tourism on Tuesday in 
Deir Alla. 

The agreement was in- 
itialled by Ministry of Tour- 
ism Under-Secretary Ghas- 
san Mifleh and his Israeli 
counterpart during a cere- 
mony in the northern Ba- 
qoura area on Feb. 10, the 
same day Israel completed 
its withdrawal from Jorda- 
nian territories as called for 
in the Oct. 26 peace treaty 


signed by the two countries. 

The agreement calls for 
close cooperation between 
Jordan and Israel in 
tourism-related affairs in 
terms of procedures and 
facilities as well as joint 
marketing of tour packages 
to both countries. 

An agreement between 
Royal Jordanian and El A1 
to allow American tourists 
to fly either to Jordan or 
Israel and leave from the 
other after spending a spe- 
cified period of time com- 
pliments the tourism 
accord. 

The peace treaty calls for 
more than 24 accords, some 
of which have already been 
signed. 

Hani Mulki, head of the 


Jordanian side to a joint 
committee with Israel 
charged with following up 
the implementation of the 
treaty, said last month that 
the negotiations were pro- 
ceeding well and expressed 
confidence that the accords 
with be signed as sche- 
duled. 

The treaty calls for three, 
types of accords; the first to 
be signed in three months 
after the ratification of the 
treaty — which took place 
on Dec. 10 — the second in 
six months, and the third in 
nine months. 

Those in the three-month 
group, including the tour- 
ism accord, another on bor- 
ders and security and yet 
another on crossings be- 


tween the two countries, 
were signed on Feb. 10. 

The deadline for the six- 
month group is May 10, and 
for the nine-month group is 
Aug. 10. 

Among the key accords 
expected to be signed by 
May 10 are agreements on 
trade and transport. 

Meanwhile, Israeli 
ambassador-designate to 
Jordan Shimon Shamir is 
due to arrive here on Thurs- 
day to assume office and is 
expected to formally pre- 
sent his credentials around 
April . 10, officials sources 
said Monday. 

Jordan's ambassador- 
designate to Israel, Marwan 
Muasher, who was in 
Washington last week to 


attend part of His Majesty 
King Hussein's talks with 
U.S. administration 
officials, was also expected 
in Tel Aviv around the 
same time Mr. Shamir ar- 
rives here, according to the 
sources. 

An Israeli spokesman 
said the Israeli embassy, 
which is operating out of 
the Frote Grand Hotel in 
Amman, has not been able 
to locate suitable premises 
to set up a permanent pre- 
sence in Jordan. 

The Jordanian embassy is 
located in the Dan Hotel in 
Tel Aviv. -It was not im- 
mediately known whether 
the mission had found suit- 
able premises to move into. 


Democratising educational process requires 
no political administrative decision — minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of Education Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh stressed the im- 
portance of democratising 
the educational process in the 
country, but said there would 
not be any political or admi- 
nistrative decision to do so. 

In a meeting with educa- 
tionalists from Amman sub- 
urbs held at the Maij AJ 
Hamam Secondary School 
for Boys, Mr. Rawabdeh said 
that education should be 
democratised, but that an 
administrative or political de- 
cision would be unnecessary 
since democracy is a way of 
conduct that children should 
learn at school, at home and 
in the street. 

He said the individual can 
learn democracy through 
practise and not through tex- 
tbooks. He said the teacher, 
the parents and the students, 
shoudd be able to elect their 
representatives, and practise 
democracy for it to prosper. 

While political affiliations 
are a basic right of Jordanian, 
Mr. Rawabdeh said, schools 
should not be considered a 
place for,. political activities. 

“W£ vuaot the teacher. to be. 
a tea^er.'fbr Jordan and not 
for A* party’, a sect -or a> 
group," he said. 

Mr. Rawabdeh also tack- 
led the issue of pensioned 



Xr-w- 


.Acting. Fame Minister and -Minister of .Education 
jVbdnl. .Raoof Rawabdeh Monday presides over a 


meeting of educationists Grom the -Amman suburbs 
(Petra photo) 


educationists and said- the a punishment. - all school textbooks for all ment for' Amman suburbs 

process of pensioning em- He also said that /rejects stages will be finalised next comprises 176 governmental 

ployees would continue,’ but for vertical expansion of year. schools and includes 2,500 

this should not be considered schools were under way, and The Educational Depart- teachers and 40,000 students. 


Police investigate fatal shooting of 88- year-old man 


By Rana Husseini 

Spedal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Taffleh police 
are investigating the death 
of an 88-year-old man who 
was found shot Sunday in 
the Quteifat suburb, police 
and Civil Defence Depart- 
ment (CDD) reports said. 

Suleiman Mohammad 
died a few minutes after 
being shot in the head, 
officials said. 

One source told the Jor- 
dan Times that the victim 
committed suicide because 
"he was mentally ill.” 

"In addition to being 
mentally Ql, Suleiman (the 
victim) was living alone, 
and he was sick of life and 
decided to kill himself,” 
the source said. 

Another source said that 


the victim, who was well- 
off and lived with his fami- 
ly, might have killed him- 
self because he had cancer. 

Police refused to confirm 
any of the allegations and 
said they were investigating 
the incident. 

In the meantime, police 
in Amman apprehended 
suspects in two separate 
murder cases that occurred 
last week, officials said. 

“At this time we cannot 
comment on any of the 
cases until our investiga- 
tions are over," an official 
told the Jordan Times. 

One of the cases involved 
a 29-year-old man who was 
shot and killed on the Yajouz 
Highway on March 29. 

According to police, the 
victim, Mohammad 
Gfaanem, who was studying 


at the University of Ap- 
plied Sciences, was sitting 
talking with his fiancee 
near the University of Jor- 
dan when he was 
approached by three peo- 
ple. 

Police said that the three 
suspects started harassing 
the victim and his fiancee, 
then forced the into the 
victim's car. 

The suspects forced the 
victim to drive until one of 
them told him to exit off 
the main street, the author- 
ities said. When the victim 
refused, one of the suspects 
drew a gun and shot Mr. 
Ghanem twice in the head, 
the police said. Then all 
three suspects fled the 
scene. 

"All we can say at this 
time is that we have 


apprehended some sus- 
pects and we are question- 
ing them," the official said, 
adding that an article pub- 
lished Monday in the Ara- 
bic daily A1 Ra’i regarding 
the murder was inaccurate. 

“We regret what A1 Ra’i 
published about the mur- 
der because the informa- 
tion was not correct,” the 
offidal told the Jordan 
Times Monday. 

Moreover, the offidal 
said that police were ques- 
tioning two suspects in con- 
nection with the double 
murder of a 28-year-old 
woman arid her six-raontb- 
old child in A1 Shmeisani 
area on March 18. 

According to police, the 
woman, identified only as 
M.M.H., and her son, 
S.M.F., were discovered in 


an apartment on March 22 
stabbed to death. 

Preliminary investiga- 
tions by police indicated 
that the woman, who was 
married to a man in Irbid, 
had run away from her 
home in 1992, and was re- 
ported missing by her hus- 
band. 

According to the author- 
ities, further investigations 
indicated that the woman 
had had an affair with a 
man who investigations re- 
vealed bad rented her the 
apartment where her body 
and that of her child were 
found. 

According to the official, 
the authorities will reveal 
the details of both cases 
“when the investigations 
are over.” 



The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins 
and the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify 
the listed time and place with the concerned institutions. 


SECOND ARAB DRAMA FESTIVAL 

☆ Two plays* entitled “The Theatre of Sivastople” and 
“How We Walk'’ respectively at 7:00 p.m. and &30 
p.m. at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

NEWS 

"ir ABC News Highlights and McNeil-Lehrer News Hour at 
the American Center at 5:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ft Exhibition of Egyptian products at Amman Internation- 
al Exhibition, Marj Al Hamam (Td. 688141). 

ft Exhibition of copper sculptures by Iraqi artist Moham- 
mad Hussein Judi at the Phoenix Gallery for Culture and 
Art. 

☆ Exhibition of graphic works by Rafiq Lahham at Darat 
Al Fomin. Also displaying works by contemporary Arab 
artists. 

ft Exhibition of art by Leo Rialp at Instituto Cervantes (the 
Spanish Cultural Centre), 

ft Exhibition of prize-winning paintings by Czech students 
at the Royal Cultural Centre. Also showing another 
exhibition entitled "Dialogue Between the Nature and 
the Artist” by landscape painter Ahmad Mounib. 

ft Exhibition of oil pointing s by Hamoud Chan tout at the 
Balqa' Art Gallery, Fnbeis. 

ft Exhibition of art by Rnla Shnkairy at the French 
Cultonl Centre. 


Businessmen call for effective 
French role at economic summit 


PARIS (Petra) — Jordanian 
businessmen Monday called 
for an effective French role in 
the Amman economic sum- 
mit which will take place in 
October. 

In a speech delivered at the 
opening ceremony of the 
second meeting of the 
French-Jordanian Business- 
men's Council, Hamdi 
Tabaa, president of the 
Jordanian Businessmen's 
Association (JBA), express- 
ed hopes that the French 
government and the private 
sector in France would play a 
major and effective role in 
the Amman summit. 

Arab-French joint projects 
might be of great interest to 
both countries especially af- 
ter the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli treaty, he 
said. The region is expected 
to enjoy stability after long 
decades of troubles and con- 
flicts if the other party was 
committed to its obligation 
vis-a-vis a just and durable 
peace for all countries in the 
Middle East. 

"We fully support our gov- 
ernment’s quest for peace, 
but it is dear that Israel is not 
exerting any effort to imple- 
ment the peace treaty," he 
said. 

Vice President of the 
Jordanian Businessmen’s 


Assodation Fakhri Bilbeisi. 
tackled the Arab-French eco- 
nomic exchange in light of 
the countries' relations with 
Iraq. In a working paper enti- 
tled the relationship between 
Iraq and Jordan, Mr. Bilbeisi 
said Iraq had long been a' 
profitble partner for Jordan 
and France. 

The bulk of trade between 
France and Iraq has reached 
S7 billion, a year before the 
embargo was imposed, Mr. 
Bilbeisi said. Iraq, he added, 
had been the main commer- 
cial partner of Jordan, and 
the bulk of trade between 


them exceeded $600 million 
annually, also before the 
embargo was imposed. 

Mr. Bilbeisi called for lift- 
ing the embargo on Iraq, 
which he said, constitutes one 
of the forms of total destruc- 
tion. 

“The special and promising 
role that Iraq plays iq the 
market necessitates the coor- 
dination of efforts of both 
countries to initiate joint pro- 
jects," he said. 

The Jordanian delegation 
arrived in the French capital 
last Saturday after a four-day 
visit to Denmark. 


For the first time in Jordan 
For the first time in Eastern Amman 

UNLEADED PETROL 

is now available in 

MOHAMMAD ELIAS STATION 

Al-Wehdat - Opposite Al-Badiah 
Police Station 
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cult claims rivals 


TOKYO (R) — The 
Japanese cult under inves- 
tigation over the nerve gas 
attacks in Tokyo’s subways 
which killed 11 people 
claimed Monday a rival 
Buddhist group carried them 
out to try ana frame it. 

The Aum Shinri Kyo (Sup- 
reme Truth) sect made the 
allegation as it stepped up a 
publicity campaign aimed at 
clearing its name over the 
March 20 attacks in which 
about 5,000 people were also 
injured. 

The accused group de- 
scribed the claim as ludic- 


it over gas attacks 


roos. 

Police have uncovered 
more than 100 tonnes of 40 
different chemicals at the 
Aum Shinri Kyo sect's facili- 
ties, including all the consti- 
tuents of sann, the gas un- 
leashed on the trains. 

The sect’s chief spokesman 
Fumihiro Joyu said the 
accusations against h were “a 
great plot by someone going 


to attack or oppress and wipe 
out our organisation.'' 

He made it clear that the 
“someone” in question was 
the Soka Gakkai, a Buddhist 
group with several million 
members that backs the 
Komeito political party. _ 

“This rebgioius organisa- 
tion is part of Japanese poli- 
tics and has its own political 
party,” he said. 

Mr. Joyu alleged that as 
well as the gas attacks, the 
Buddhist group was responsi- 
ble for a series of unsolved 
incidents to which Aum has 
been linked, including last 
week’s attempted assassina- 
tion of Japan's national 
police chief by a masked gun- 
man. 

Soka Gakkai immediately 
released a statement denying 
the allegations. 

“Aum. Shinri Kyo original- 
ly blamed the U.S. military 
and then attributed the inci- 
dents to the Japanese nation- 
al authorities. Their attempt 


now to implicate the Soka 
Gakkai is inconsistent and 
ludicrous,” it said. 

Home Affairs Minister 
Hiromu Nonaka told parlia- 
ment the allegations against 
die Soka Gakkai were base- 


Mr. Joyu was speaking in 
fluent English at the Foreign 
Correspondents Clnb of 
Japan in the latest of a series 
of public appearances in 
which he has insisted on the 
cult’s innocence. 

Wearing trademark tur- 
quoise pyjamas, he has be- 
come a familiar face on tele- 
vision and is said to be the 
deputy of bearded leader 
Shoko Asahara, who is ill and 
has remained in hiding since 
the gas attacks. 

But his statements have 
been made against a back- 
ground of almost daily finds 
of more hidden stocks of 
dangerous chemicals and 
sophisticated equipment at 
die sect’s facilities at the foot 


of Mount Fuji, west of 
Tokyo. 

Joyu said ail the cult’s acti- 
vities were aimed at preserv- 
ing Mr. Asahara’s teachings, 
and the chemicals uncovered 
were’ aimed at making the 
cult self-sufficient so it could 
survive the aimageddon it 
thinks is coming around 1997. 

He also alluded to the hard 
task police are having in nail- 
ing the cult for the attacks. 
After nearly two weeks of 
raids they have yet to charge 
anyone for the gassing. 


“Those kinds of things they 
found in our organisation are 
used for industrial purposes. 
They have to prove that we 
were using them to make 
nerve gas and they have to 
prove we have a motive,” 
Mr. Joyu said. 


“We have no motivation to 
kill people indiscriminately 
on the Tokyo subway or to 
kidnap people. We are 
Buddhists who love peace.” 


Hillary 


o 

55 


I earn my 


own bread 


MOSHTHATI VILLAGE, 
Bangladesh (AFP) — U.S. 
first lady Hillary Clinton cal- 
on Bangladeshi village 
women Monday to keep 
earning even after they mar- 
ry, while hinting she may 
soon have to go back to work 
herself. 

‘Team my own bread.” 
Mrs. Clinton told one woman 
in this remote village in west- 
ern Bangladesh, adding that 
all women should do the 
same. 

“It is very important that 
women should earn even af- 
ter their marriage and I 
started to work when I was 13 
years old," she told a group 
at a centre for women's de- 
velopment run by the Gra- 
meen Bank, an institution 
supported by the American 
first family.' 

“I sometimes even earned 
more than my husband,” she 
added. Mrs. Clinton, who is 
on a five-nation Asian swing 


accompanied by daughter 
Chelsea, said she was not 


working at present but that 
she might have to go back to 
work soon. 

Her audience did not ask 
the first lady whether this 
meant she didn’t expect her 
husband Bill Clinton to serve 
a second term as U.S. presi- 
dent. 

Muslim fundamentalist 
groups have asked the gov- 
ernment to ban non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) like the Grameen 
Bank which they claim are 
"anti-Islamic.” 

The bank provides easy 
loans for poultry farms, 
vegetable gardens, handicraft 
and other sources of earning. 

Asked by another woman 
whether she would like 
another child, her reply was 
translated into Bengali by 
bank chief Muhammad 
Yunus as a smiling Chelsea 
looked on. 

“I have this daughter and I 
am very happy with her." 


On Sunday, Mrs. Clinton 
met the man for whom she is 
named — mountaineer Sir 
Edmund Hillary, the con- 
queror of Mount Everest. 

The wife of the U.S. presi- 
dent was greeted by Sir 
Edmund, 75, at Kathmandu's 
Tribhuvan International Air- 
port when she arrived to take 
a plane out of Nepal after a 
three-day stay. 


Mrs. Clinton told reporters 
in Nepal tliat her mother, 
Dorothy Rodham, read an 
article about Sir Edmund 
while she was pregnant and 
that explained the unusual 
spelling of her name. 

“She resd an article in 1947 
and that was before he 
ciisnfced Everest. So when I 
was born, she called me Hill- 


ary and she always told me it 
was because of Sir Edmund 


Hillary,” she said. 


Sir Edmund said it was 
"sheer coincidence” that 
their paths had happened to 
cross. The soft-spoken 
adventurer runs a foundation 
that builds schools and clinics 
-in the Himalayas nod be bad 
come to Nepal on a visit. 


The Mew Zealander, who 
climbed the world’s highest 
peak in 1953, saying he had 
done so “because it was 
there,” noted that Mrs. Clin- 
ton’s fame now exceeded his 
own. 


“In America before, if any- 
body recognised the name 
Hillary it was always me, and 
now they say, ‘oh, you must 
be a lady,* he said. 


Filipina maid tortured in 
Singapore — daughter 


MANILA (AP) — The 
daughter of a Filipino maid 
hanged in Singapore for a 
double murder said Monday 
her' mother claimed- she was 
tortured and drugged into 
admitting the crime. 

Russel Contemplacion said 
she and her three brothers 
spoke with their mother*. Flor 
Contemplacion, almost daily 
for more than two weeks 
before she was hanged on 
March 17. 

Mrs. Contemplacion was 
sentenced to death for the 
1991 killing of another Filipi- 
no maid, Delia Maga, mid 
Mrs. Maga’s 4-year-old Sing- 
aporean ward. Nicholas 
Huang. 

“During our conversa- 
tions, she repeatedly said she 
did not kill Delia Maga and 
Nicholas Huang.” Miss Con- 
templacion told a presidential 
commission investigating the 
case. 


killer was someone much 
stronger, possibly a man. 

The Singapore forensic re- 
port said she died of stran- 
gulation, but Dr. Reyes said 
she was strangled only “to 
finish her off.” 

On Sunday, the Singapore 
government said it accepted 
Mr. Ramos' proposal for an 
independent review of the 
original autopsy report to re- 
solve the conflicting claims. 

Dr. Reyes said there was 
“no need for a third party," 
he suggested that Singapo- 
rean and Filipino medical ex- 
aminers conduct the study of 
the remains in Manila. 


Singapore rejected appeals 
for a postponement of the 
execution, including several 
pleas for clemency from Pres- 
ident Fidel Ramos. 

The hanging has severely 
strained relations between 
the two countries. Mr. 
Ramos has threatened to sev- 
er diplomatic ties if the com- 
mission finds that Mrs. Con- 
templacion was unjustly 
hanged. 

Last Thursday, a govern- 
ment medical examiner ex- 
pressed doubts that Mrs. 
Contemplacion could have 
committed the crime. Dr. 
Maximo Reyes said an auto- 
psy of Mrs. Maga's remains 
showed extensive injuries on 
her body, suggesting that the 


Miss Contemplacion said 
her mother told her she was 
forced to admit the killings 
because she was electrocuted 
and made to take drugs while 
in police custody. 

She also said a Philippine 
embassy official allegedly 
told her mother to confess 
and to display insanity in 
hopes of receiving lighter 
punishment. 

“She believed this and this 
is what she did,” Miss Con- 
templacion said. 


The Contemplacion family 
lawyer. Romeo Capulong, 
also told the commission that 
court records showed Mrs. 
Contemplacion was con- 
victed based on a confession 
she made without the assist- 
ance of a lawyer and “ex- 
tracted under duress.” 
Quoting from the records, 
Mr. Capa long said Mrs. Con- 
templacion admitted the 
crime because “the police 
■kept scaring me,” on the 
night of her arrest. 


Major’s party faces 
disaster in Scottish polls 


EDINBURGH (R) — Bri- 
tain’s ruling Conservatives 
could suffer an almost total 
wipeout in elections in Scot- 
land this week for new local 
authorities, political analysts 
said. 

Pollsters predicted that the 
Conservatives would win 
control of only one of the 29 
new councils which mil take 
over local government re- 
sponsibilities in Scotland on 
May 1996. 

The Labour Party would 
get at least 17, tire Scottish 
Nationalists three, indepen- 
dents four and there would, 
be no overall control in the 
rest, they said. 

The forecasts reinforced a 
series of national opinion 
polls which have consistently 
shown Prime Minis ter John 
Major’s Conservatives trail- 
ing the opposition Labour 
Party by around 25 percen- 
tage points. 

A senior government 
minister. Employment 
Secretary Michael Portillo, 
admitted over the weekend 
that his party was in deep 
trouble. 

“The crisis that is faced by 
our party is not that they 
(supporters) have lost faith in 
what we want to do or what 
we have done, but rather that 
the differences between the 
parties has become blurred,” 
he told London Weekend 
Television. 

Mr. Portillo, often por- 
trayed by the media as a 
possible future prime minis-, 
ter, denied that he would 
ever throw down the gauntlet 
to Mr. Major. 

“If the Conservative Party 
gets into the habit, half-way 
through each parliament, of 
removing its leader, I don’t 
think it's going to do the 
party any good,” he said. 

The Labour Party's finance 


spokesman Gordon Brown 
seized on Mr. Portillo’s re- 
mark and said: “The Tory 
(Conservative) Party is fall- 
ing apart 24 hours after its 
re-launch.” 

Mr. Major set out a fresh 
agenda at foe party’s annual 
meeting over the weekend in 
hope of wooing back middle- 
of-the-road votes. It included 

tough action a gains t t-i fminak 

and possible foture tax cuts. 

There was no indication 
that this would have an im- 
pact on Thursday's local 
Scottish elections. The most 
recent opinion poll gave 
Labour 52 per cent of the 
council vote, Scottish 
Nationalists 25 and Con- 
servatives 11. 

Scotland's existing two-tier 
local government system will 
disappear next year. It will be 
replaced by single tier coun- 
cils in a reorganisation steam- 
rollered through parliament 
by the Conservatives over 
opposition protests. 

National policies, not local 
issues, have dominated what 
has been an increasingly 
acrimonious campaign. 
a Opposition parties are con- 
sidering legal action to block 
a television interview with 
Mr. Major Monday and Con- 
servative activists planned 
similar action against a media 
advertising campaign plan- 
ned for Wednesay and poll- 
ing day. 

One of the fiercest battles 
is in Edinburgh, where 
Labour kept out the Con- 
servatives in 1992 by a post-, 
election deal that gave the 
Scottish capita] its first Scot- 
tish Nationalist Lord Provost 
(lord mayor). 

Elsewhere in central Scot- 
land’s industrial belt, the 
election is sees as straight 
fight between Nationalists 
and Labour. 


Yeltsin 


signs 
law on 
AIDS 



Romanian array soldiers remove debris of the last Friday during invest^Mion wwks M 
Brussels-bound Tarom Airbus that crashed Balotesti ion the outskirts of Bucharest {Atr 


Romanian plane diverted in bomb threat 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has signed a 
controversial law on AIDS 
which obliges foreigners 
planning long-term stays in 
Russia to prove they are 
HIV-free, a presidential 
spokesman said Monday. 

A spokesman at Mr. Yelt- 
sin's press service said the 
president signed the law — 
which takes effect' on Aug. 1 
this year — Friday in the 
southern Russia town of Kis- 
lovodsk where he has been 
spending his vacation. 

AIDS activities and many 
medical specialists oppose 
the legislation, saying several 
articles are medically sense- 
less and discriminatory. But 
Mr. Yeltsin ignored their 
last-minute pleas not to sign 
the law. 

“It _ was so unexpected 
that we haven't yet had time 
to decide what to do. We 
hoped Yeltsin would not sign 
it,” said Oleg Frolov, a mem- 
ber of Moscow’s AESOP sex- 
ual health information centre 
which played a leading role in 
fighting the law. 

“We sent him an open let- 
ter and believed in our souls 
that he wouldn’t do it,” he 
said by telephone. 

AESOP’S letter, sent to 
Mr. Yeltsin on March 30, 
said the law was an attempt 
to erect a new iron curtain 
around Russia. 

It said that rather than 
passing laws, the country 
should instead devise prog- 
rammes geared to helping 
people learn about AIDS and 
how to avoid contracting the 
disease. 

The State Duma lower 
house of parliament 
approved the law on prevent- 
ing the spread of human 
immuno-deficiency virus 
(HIV), which causes AIDS, 
on Feb. 24. 

Russian health officials say 
it is a necessarypart of efforts 
to prevent AIDS spreading. 

“Russian Health Minister 
experts who drafted the law 
said Russian medical officials 
were merely obliged to make 
every effort to protect their 
compatriots from being in- 
fected with the imported dis- 
ease;" TTAR-TASS news 
agency said. 


BUCHAREST (R) — A 
Romanian Tarom Airlines 
plane bound for Paris was 
forced to land at Timisoara in 
the west of the country Mon- 
day following a bomb threat 
three days after a Tarom 
Airbus crashed in mysterious 
circumstances. 

At the same time air acci- 
dent investigators probing 
Friday’s crash of the Airbus 
A3 10 just after takeoff from. 
Bucharest's Otopeni Airport, 
killing all 60 aboard, said 
they were looking at the 
theory there might have been 
an explosion on board. 

The director of the 
Bucharest Morgue Vladimir 
Belis said it was his personal 
belief the victims may have 
died from an explosion in the 
air but acknowledged he had 
no firm evidence. 

“My personal belief is that 
the victims have died due to 
an explosion in the air,” he 
told a news conference. He 
said that be based this view 
on his experience, charring 
on the bodies, and what he 
had read in Romanian news- 


Tarom BAC 1-11 aircraft 
bound for Paris was forced to 
divert to the city after its pilot 
was told a bomb was on 
board. The aircraft landed 
safely, and its passengers and 
crew were evacuated. 


The French embassy in 
Bucharest said earlier an 
anonymous telephone caller 
had claimed responsibility for 
Friday's crash by planting a 
bomb on board. 

A Romanian member of 
the investigating team told 
Reuters the bomb theory was 
being looked at closely: “We 
have several reasons which 
suggest that there could have 
been an explosion on board 
the plane before it crashed, 
but nothing can be said for 
certain for the time being." 


device was found. 

French press attache 
Joseph Casals earlier told 
Reuters: “The French 
embassy received a phone 
call late Saturday from a man 
who spoke unaccented 
French and who claimed that 
he had placed a bomb on the 
Tarom flight to Brussels.” 

He said the call was taken 
seriously enough to relay it to 
Romanian authorities. 
Romanian police had no im- 
mediate comment. 

Mr. Casals said the caller 
did not say why he might 
have placed a bomb aboard 
the flight. “He did not give a 
reason for that. He did not 
claim the act on behalf of a 


papers. 

Aviation sources in Timi- 
soara toid Reuters Monday's 


The source, who declined 
to be named, said he was 
unable to elaborate on his 
suspicions at this stage. 

One eyewitness has said he 
saw an explosion on board 
the aircraft before 'it crashed 
and exploded in a snow storm 
three minutes after take-off. 
The same flight to Brussels 
was the subject of a bomb 
threat on March 15. but no 


group. 

Thirty-two Belgians wee 
among those killed on the 
Brussels bound flight and the 
Belgian ambassador to 
Bucharest said earlier he was 
sure the crash was an acci- 
dent, not a “malicious act.” 

Tarom has however 
emphatically ruled out pilot 
error as the cause of the 
airline's worst ever crash, 
saying it was looking at every 
other possibility, including a 
bomb or sabotage. 


Seoul starts huge military exercises 


SEOUL (AP) — South 
Korea began massive military 
training exercises Monday 
amid escalating worries over 
the fate of a deal to freeze 
rival North Korea’s nuclear 
programme, suspected of de- 
veloping weapons.. 

The combined tactical ex- 
ercises, the largest South 
Korea has staged on its own 
in recent years, will continue 
until Saturday near the east- 
ern front line, with 80.000 
troops from the army, navy 
and air force participating. 
.Defence Ministry officials 
said. 

They said the exercises also 
will involve reservists, but did 
not disclose the number. 

Similar exercises will be 
held later this year along the 
Western front line, the offi- 
cials said. Seoul, the capital, 
is only 56 kilometres from the 
North Korean .border. 

Ministry officials said the 
first-day exercises included 
airdrops of food for ground 
troops moving to positions in 
rugged mountains. Air Force 
Chief of Staff Gen. Kim 
Hong-Rae joined in. flying 
an F-5F jet fighter. 

“I flew a sortie to check for 
myself the readiness of our 
air force against North 
Korea, which keeps increas- 
ing tension," Gen. Kim told 
local reporters. 

The exercises will reach 
their peak Thinsday with an 
amphibious assault landing 
under air cover on the east 
coast. 

South Korea long had held 
spring exercises jointly with 


the United States, but those 
manoeuvres have been skip- 
ped in the past two years to 
encourage cooperation by 
North Korea on -nuclear 
issues. The North had. con- 
tended the exercises spoiled 
the atmosphere for coopera- 
tion. 

Last October, the United 
States and North Korea 
signed an agreement requir- 
ing North Korea to freeze 
and eventually dismantle its 
feared nculear programme by 
2003 in exchange for two 
modem reactors and econo- 
mic and diplomatic benefits. 

But a deadlock has de- 
veloped over North Korea’s 
refusal to receive those re- 
placement reactors from tis 
southern capitalist rival. The 
North rites safety but is be- 
lieved to be acting out of 
national pride. 

U.S. and South Korean 
■officials have warned that 
they would seek U.N. sanc- 
tion if North Korea con- 
tinued to reject South Ko- 
rean reactors, thus blocking 
the deal. 

South Korea will hold' 
high-level talks Friday with 
the United States and Japan 
concerning the provisino of 
those replacement reactors, 
the officials said. 

The talks in New York will 
discuss a proposal North 
Korea presented ar talks with 
the United States in Berlin last 
week. The - proposal re- 
portedly seeks to restrict 
South Korea’s participation 
in making and building the 
reactors. 


The Defence Ministry offi- 
cials said the spring exercises 
had been planned before the 
nuclear dispute began to 
worsen in March, and stres- 
sed the need for South Korea 
to maintain a constant vigil 
against the hardline Com- 
munist North. 


North Korea invaded its 
capitalist rival in 1950, start- 
ing, a three-year war. Their 
border is the world’s most 
heavily armed, with nearly 2 
million troops deployed on 
both sides. 


Because the spring exer- 
cises are the first sio-= Seoul 
regained peacetime oper- 
ational control over its milit- 
ary from the United States 
last year, they have been 
expanded to indude more 
offensive manoeuvres and 
greater cooperation between 
the different branches of the 
armed forces, the officials 
said. 


Simulations of amphibious 
landing under air cover and 
air assault training have been 
enlarged in scale, and train- 
ing against chemical warfare, 
air raids and attack by sea will 
be included, they said. 


Seoul gave up control over 
its 650,000-member military 
during the 1950-53 Korean 
War, when the United States 
led U.N. forces in the battle 
against the North. 

South Korea regained 
peacetime control in Decem- 
ber, undeT the condition that 
control reverts to the United 
States in crisis situations. 


Taiwan aborts Spratlys mission to avoid conflict 


TAIPEI (Agencies') — 
Taiwan Monday aborted an 
armed patrol boat mission 
sent to emphasise its claims in 
the disputed Spratly Islands, 
backing away from possible 
conflict in the tense South 
China Sea. 

The National Police Admi- 
nistration (NPA) ordered a 
three-boat patrol, which Sun- 
day was moored between 
Taiwan and the Spratlys, to 
return to the Pescadores Is- 
lands, some 50 kilometres 
west of Taiwan. 

“For the sake of the safety 
of the men and boats and to 
avoid triggering complicated 
international conflicts, we 
have directed the boat team 
to temporarily cancel their 
work,” the NPA said in a 
statement. 

The Spratlys. widely seen 
as a possible flashpoint in the 
region, are a potentially oil- 
rich duster of isles, reefs and 
atolls claimed wholly or in 
part by China, the Philip- 
pines, Vietnam, Taiwan, 
Malaysia and Brunei. 

The Taiwanese boats were 
moored at the Taiwan- 
occupied Pratas Isiands. 


some 220 nautical miles from 
Taiwan, which are also 
claimed by China. 

NPA Director-General Lu 
Yu-Chun said on state radio 
that Taiwan's daims in the 
area remained beyond doubt, 
despite Taipei’s concession in 
calling off the patrol. 

“Our sovereignty in these 
territories is very dear. We 
have had armed forces sta- 
tioned in the Pratas ’ and 
Spratlys for tens of years," 
Mr. Lu said. 

The patrol boats, led by an 
800-tonne vessel, had plan- 
ned to go on to the Spratlys 
to protect the rights of 
Taiwanese fishermen there 
and to erect a monument 
proclaiming sovereignty on 
Taiping islet. 

Taiping. also called Itu 
Aba, is currently occupied by 
Taiwanese Marines who per- 
form regular military exer- 
cises including shelling 
targets bobbing on the sea. 

The Philippines reacted to 
Taiwan's patrol by saying it 
was ready to reinforce its 
military forces in the area. 

Tension in the area rose 
last February a her Manila 


accused China of building 
what it said looked like a 
possible naval support in- 
stallation on a reef the Philip- 
pines claims. 

Last month, the Philippine 
Navy detained four Chinese 
vessels they alleged were 
fishing in a portion of the 
Spratlys claimed by Manila. 
A fifth Chinese boat was heid 
off the northern Philippine 
coast of Bataan. 

In another development 
Sunday. Taiwan rebuffed an 
official Vietnamese protest 
that Taiwan boats in the 
Spratlys had fired missiles 
near Vietnamese vessels on 
March 25. 

Vietnam and Malaysia had 
also voiced concern separate- 
ly overTaiwan’s planned pat- 
rol boat mission. 

Meanwhile a Chinese di- 
plomat said Monday charges 
against the 62 Chinese fisher- 
men being held here for 
poaching in the disputed 
Spratly Islands were “sheer 
lies.” 

Chinese embassy First 
Consul General Guo Luxing, 
who visited the 62 fishermen 
in jail over the weekend, 


called charges against them 
"sheer lies by some people 
who want to destroy the rela- 
tionship” between China and 
the Philippines. He did not 
elaborate. 

“We want the Philippine 
government to release them 
as soon as possible because 
we do not want to complicate 
things,” he told reporters. 

Mr. Guo said the Chinese 
embassy provided food and 
medicine to the fishermen 
after they complained of get- 
ting diarrhoea from consum- 
ing prison food and water. 

He added that he was re- 
turning to Manila later Mon- 
day but would not comment 
on any future actions by the 
embassy. 

He also said he was unable 
to inspect the four Chinese 
boats that were seized by the 
Philippine Navy in the Sprat- 
lys op March 25 in the latest 
showdown between the two 
countries. 

President Fidel Ramos has 
rejected Chinese demands to 
free the fishermen, saying 
they had violated internation- 
al laws on protecting the en- 
vironment. 


Cambodian 
women wed 
each other 



PHNOM PENH (AFP) — A 
traditional wedding cere- 
mony in Cambodia's Kan dal 
province has became the 
country's most talked about 
event in decades — because 
both newlyweds were 
women, a report said Mon- 
day. Khav Sokha, 35, and 
Pum Eth, 31, tied the knot in 
mid-March in what was other- 
wise a conventional wedding. 
Khav Sokha — a former 
motor-taxi driver turned 
medicine woman — is very- 
much the husband in the 
partnership, the English lan- 
guage bi-weekly Phnom Penh 
Post reported. She dresses 
and speaks like a man is* 
treated as such by Pum Eth. : . 
who calls her “my husband.” 
the paper said. “I love my 
husband very much. I am 
confident that I can delight 
him forever,” said Pum Eth, 
who turned down offers from 
two men the same day on 
which Khav Sokha proposed 
to her. The local authorities, 
however, were initially reluc- 
tant to give their blessing to 
the betrothal. “The author- 
ities thought it was strange,” 
Khav Sokha said. “But they 
agreed to tolerate it because I 
have three children (from a 
previous marriage)," she 
said, adding they would not 
have been allowed a childless 
marriage. The -whirlwind ro- 
mance started in December 
when a sick Pum Eth came to 
Khav Sokha for treatment. 
“After curing her, I started 
loving her,” Khav Sokha 
said, adding that she prop- 
osed in January. Pum Eth 
accepted readily. “I had been 
sick for many years. He cured 
me and I love him,” she said. 

“I don’t like men. My 
brother-in-law used to treat 
my sister badly, so I was 
determined not to marry a 
mao,” she added. 
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Diana’s brother 
berates press 
over wife 


LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana's brother Lord 
Spencer berated British 
newspapers, calling them 
“sick” and “evil” for their 
reporting of his wife's alleged 
eating disorder. He con- 
firmed that his wife, the 29- 
year-old Countess Spencer, 
was being treated at an exclu- 
sive dime in Suirey, southern 
England, for “psychological 
problems.” Newspapers said 
she was suffering from buli- 
mia, a slimming disease in 
which victims force them- 
selves to vomit after eating. 
Princess Diana herself has 
been quoted as saying she 
once suffered from bulimia. 
Lord Spencer said he planned 
to protest formally to the 
Press Complaints Commis- 
sion about the tactics of jour- 
nalists who had “constantly 
harassed” his wife Victoria, a 
former model, he accused 
them of using false identities 
to pester patients at the di- 
nic. “If ever proof was 
needed that sections of the 
tabloid newspaper business in 
this country are riddled with 
hypocrisy and evil then it was 
provided today,” he said in a 
statement to Britain's Press 
Association news agency. 

To use someone's medical 
illness to fill your newspaper 
has to be ultimate proof that 
sick minds dominate this part 
of die British media.” The 
commission, consisting most- 
ly of members nominated by 
newspapers, has no legal 
powers. 
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Witnesses 
'exaggerate’ 
under hypnosis 


LONDON (R) — Witnesses 
hypnotised so they can testify 
to police may exaggerate if 
they think their testimony 
cannot be checked, British 
psychologists said Sunday. 
Mark Kebbell and Graham 
Wagstaff of the University of 
Liverpool said tests on 196 
subjects showed hypnosis 
may be an unreliable way of 
improving witnesses’ mem- 
ory. According to earlier stu- 
dies, hypnosis could improve 
recall by up to 60 per cent. 
But Kebbell and Wagstaff- 
said this may be because wit- 
nesses in real life were often 
certain that their testimony 
could not be verified. “Five 
experiments were conducted, 
looking at the effects of a 
variety of motivating instruc- 
tions, including hypnosis, and 
the verifiability of answers, 
on eyewitness reports,” they 
told a conference of the Brit- 
ish Psyschological Society. 
"The experiments compared 
the number of faces which 
subjects estimated they could 
identify in a recognition task. 
It was predicted that subjects 
whose answers could not be 
verified would estimate that 
they could recognise more 
faces than subjects whose 
answers could be verified." 
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,>>« i .,' , ‘ t: ->:i:^RwaDdan Hntu refugees board trucks of the U.N. High 
■i.t ’. ,’1* r -.T;j-. Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Gasboho, 60 kms 
V- north from the Tanzanian border, to return to the northern 
Barundian camp of Ngozi they left four days ago. Some 

, jHf^SlBuntndi still a powder keg 

* " T ,1 s ? BUJUMBURA (R) — The everyone else,” Mr. Kessler 

v ,;v ;‘'? ns: ■■-J'U.N. refugee agency says an added. 

“ ’i n; attempted exodus of some He said a UNHCR special 

l '-- J-.-j'ir j" 50,000 Rwandan refugees envoy, Carrol Faubert, had 

"• ' J from Burundi has been arrived in the Burundi capital 
.V /jf halted, but diplomats and for talks with government 
av "1 officials forecast grimly that officials on the need to pro- 

* - the country's crisis is far from vide security to the fright- 

•• over. ened refugees. 

:i, v T'.* 4 '- Aid officials and diplomats 
Jc said the refugee problem was „ * 

: ' V ■' at best only postponed and Sjjaran tees for the refugees. 

- might even have 5nly drawn We are oying to encourage 

attention away from turmoil B ’ ,ran , d ' “ P rovldc a P'PPf' 

Dian S3 w — d . 1 ' in ' Mr 
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IViif m’f * >J man “ die Kenyan capital ^.000 Rwandan refugees >on 
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■■ returned to their amps in the boT<ler was shut - 

- : Burundi by Sunday night. But some 3,500 managed 
.... He said the refugee agency tocrosstheborderintoTan- 

j, had deployed 25 trucks Mon- zania, which says it is already 

**■'»« day to move more people overwhelmed with 750,000 

< **-c !h_- back to their camps from a refugees. 

ti: .. ,. 1 C temporary centre' set up at C o-. Bujumbura is rife with 
JH ic ? Kabanga near, the: Tanzanian forecasts of much greatersuf- 

\ ' - .. ^ frontier. ^fering in a country with which 

“We are convincing re- the world does not want to 

i i :* x : t i ‘jf.-r- maining refugees to go back get involved beyond human 

v „ ^ to the camps. It is the best rights seminars, envoys and 

solution .for them and for humanitarian aid. - . 




10,000 Rwandan Hums agreed to return to Ngozi while 
another 40,000 set up camp in Kabanga, 3 kms south of 
Gasboho (AFP photo) 

as refugee exodus wanes 
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everyone else,” Mr. Kessler 
added. 

He said a UNHCR special 
envoy. Carrol Faubert, had 
arrived in the Burundi capital 
for talks with government 
officials on the need to pro- 
vide security to the fright- 
ened refugees. 

“We are seeking security 
guarantees for the refugees. 
We are trying to encourage 
Burundi to provide a proper 
security environment.” Mr. 
Kessler said. 

An estimated 20.000 of the 
50,000 Rwandan refugees on 
the move since Thursday 
stopped in the bush around 
Kabanga after agreeing to 
stay there temporarily while 
the border was shut. 

But some 3,500 managed 
to cross the border into Tan- 
zania, which says it is already 
overwhelmed with 750.000 
refugees. 

. Bujumbura is rife with 


get involved beyond human 
rights seminars, envoys and 
humanitarian aid. - . 


After the slaughter last 
year in neighbouring Rwan- 
da, which has the same ethnic 
mix, of up to one million 
members of the minority 'Hit- 
si tribe and Hutu moderates, 
no one is optimistic about 
Burundi. 

Even as the UNHCR said 
Sunday the Rwandan refugee 
exodus was over after Tanza- 
nia closed its border Friday, 
Burundi's Tutsis and Hutus 
were in conflict in the capital 
and interior. 

Troops shot and killed 
three men in Bujumbura’s 
predominantly Hutu suburb 
of Kinama Sunday after Pres- 
ident Sylvestre Ntibantun- 
ganya toured the area calling 
forpeace, residents said. 

They showed journalists 
the body of one Hutu man, in 
his twenties and shot in the 
stomach, on waste ground 
near an army position as 
troops sealed off the area and . . 
Hutu youths took to the., 
streets. • 'r •• 

A foreign photographer 
also saw the bodies of two 
other men hit by bullets and 
taken to their homes after 
they were shot. 


Residents said they did not 
know why troops opened fire 
in Kinama suburb on what 
until then had been a quiet 
Sunday. 

At least 200 people were 
killed in ethnic attacks in 
Bujumbura last week when 
Tutsi gangs forced Hutus out 
of the Bwiza and Buyenzi 
neighbourhoods of the capit- 
al as part of their plan to turn 
Bujumbura into an entirely 
Tutsi enclave. 

“The presence of‘200 fore- 
ign journalists in Bujumbura 
is keeping things relatively 
calm for the moment because 
the people behind the vio- 
lence don’t want to be seen," 
a diplomat said. 

He said he feared ethnic 
violence had been wide- 
spread in parts of the interior 
for the past week. Aid work- 
ers saw three bodies on a 
road in the northeastern town 
of gasprwe Sunday. 

Burundi" has teetered oh 
the brink of bloodletting on a 
similar scale to Rwanda’s 
since Tutsi troops killed Pres- 
ident Melchior Nd&daye, a 
Hutu, in October 1993. 


U.S.-U.K. ‘spat’ on N. Ireland over — Christopher 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Britain and the United States 
have put their differences on 
Northern Ireland behind 
them and the bilateral rela- 
tionship is on track. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher 
said here Monday. 

The events of a few weeks 
ago “are now ancient his- 
toiy," Mr. Christopher told 
reporters after meeting British 
Prime Minister John Major 
here, echoing remarks by Mr- 
Major on the plane on his 
way to Washington. 

“We came together on a 
broad range of issues here 
this morning,” Mr. Christ- 
opher added. 

The British government 
was 'angered last month when 
the U.S. administration 
allowed Sinn Fein leader 
Gerry Adams to raise funds 
during a visit here, and Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton invited him 
to a reception at the White 
’House. 

Mr. Adams said Monday 
that he had no confidence in 
Mr. Major's handling of the 
Northern Ireland situation, 
and that Mr. -Clinton had 
done much better. 


“I don’t have any confi- 
dence in Mr. Major’s hand- 
ling of it so far but I do think 
he has the opportunity to 
redeem himself," the head of 
the Irish Republican Army's 
political wing told BBC 
Radio in London as Mr. Ma- 
jor arrived in Washington. 

“President Clinton has 
engaged in the process on 
about three or four occa- 
sions, and on each occasion 
that has helped to move the 
situation on,” said Mr. 
Adams, shortly after Mr. Ma- 
jor.arrived in Washington for 
a two-day visit with Mr. Clin- 
ton. 

Mr. Major said he was not 
interested in _ Mr.' Adam's 
opinion of him, adding “I am 
less concerned about Mr. 
Adams' opinion than. I am 
about Sinn Fein deciding they 
will come and talk about de- 
commissioning” the IRA 
weapons. 

The British government is 
refusing to hold ministerial- 
level talks with Sinn Fein 
until it is satisfied the IRA, 
which has abided by a seven- 
month-old ceasefire, is pre- 


pared to hand over its arsen- 
al. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Major stressed that they were 
in step on a “wide range of 
issues” discussed Monday, 
including Bosnia, Russia, 
Iraq and NATO. 

Mr. Christopher classed 
Bosnia as among the “diffi- 
cult- questions we have to 
wrestle within the coming 
months,” but both men stres- 
sed that the two countries 
were more in step on the 
issue than they were a year 
ago. 

“There was a time a year 
or maybe 18 months ago 
when there was a. difference 
of policy." Mr. Major said, 
“but we have substantially 
come together." 

He also said that while he 
had never called the U.S.- 
British link a “special rela- 
tionship,'' it was .an impor- 
tant and longstanding rela- 
tionship between the two 
countries, adding “there are 
spats, as in all families” from 
time to time, but the rela- 
tionship remained sound. 

Mr. Major arrived here 
late Sunday for his first offi- 


cial visit in a year. He is due 
to meet with President . Bill 
Clinton Tuesday, and is also 
meeting senior U.S. govern- 
ment and congressional lead- 
ers. 

A - senior British official 
said that Mr. Major had 
raised the issue of Nicholas 
Ingram, a British citizen with 
dual U.S./Bricish nationality 
due to be executed in' Geor- 
gia for murder, but he was 
not expected to ask Clinton 
to intervene on the man’s 
behalf. 

Mr. Major had asked 
whether the man had been 
given ' a fair trial and the 
regular punishment for the 
crime, and since this was the 
case there were no ground for 
British intervention, the offi- 
cial said. 

He also npted that normal- 
ly -in the case of dual national- 
ity, one country could not 
intervene if a citizen was 
arrested in the other country 
of nationality. 

• The man's mother, Ann 
Ingram, is in Washington, but 
there was no meeting cur- 
rently scheduled with Mr. 
Major. 


Rutskoi formally announces candidacy for president 


•: MOSCOW (AP) — Former 
‘ Vice President Alexander 
- • * •' Rutskoi Sunday was formally 
nominated as a candidate for 
president in the 1996 elec- 
r tions, news agencies said. 

... Mr. Rutskoi was nomin- 
ated at a congress of the 
. ... Derzhava political party, 

! ’ - ■’ which describes itself as a 
. ■ Social-Patriotic Movement. 

It was founded in May, 1994, 
' and claims a membership of 
: about 1 million people. 

. The former vice president 


told the Interfax News Agen- 
cy that his nomination was “a 
natural wish of the people. I- 
am not going to reject the 
nomination.” 

Mr. Rutskoi. 47, is a for- 
mer combat pilot and Soviet 
major general who served in 
Afghanistan- He was elected 
as Boris Yeltsin’s vice presi- 
dent in 1991, but later joined 
forces with the rebellious par- 
liament dissolved by Mr. 
Yeltsin in October 1993. 

Mr. Rutskoi was jailed m 


October 1993 after Mr. Yelt- 
sin crashed the rebellion. He 
was released in February 
1994 after the new parliament 
declared an amnesty for the 
jailed leaders of the October 
revolt. 

The Derzhava Party is a 
loosely stuctured conserva- 
tive political movement made 
up of former Communists 
and other hardline groups, 
including all-Russia People's 
Right Wing Centre and the 
Russian Christian Democra- 


tic Movement. It was found- 
ed by Viktor Kobelev, a for- 
mer member of Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky's Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party. 

The party’s congress 
adopted a resolution saying 
Russia has been damaged by 
the presidency of Mr. Yelt- 
sin. "Therefore, he must be 
removed from his post 
through free presidential 
elections in June 1996,” the 
resolution said. 


Crimean deputies shelve referendum debate 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Cri- 
mean legislators,, meeting in 
emergency session in Sebas- 
topol Monday, shelved plans 
to hold a debate on whether 
to organise a referendum on 
'%e status of their republic 
-$ter Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma pot the 
peninsula under Kiev’s con- 
trol. 

Parliament Speaker Sei^ei 
Tsekov had called the session 
to work out a response to Mr. 
Kuchma’s decision made 


Saturday. 

Mr. Kuchma also rein- 
stated Prime Minister Anato- 
ly Franchulc, who had been 
dismissed fry Crimean de- 
puties ten days ago for being 
too pro-Ukrainian. 

According to the agenda of 
Monday’s session, deputies 
were to debate Mr. Kuchma's 
decree and issue separate 
appeals to the parliament in 
Kiev and to Crimea's 2.7- 
million-strong and predomi- 
nantly Russian population. 


The deputies were also to 
discuss a call by Anatoly Dro- 
botov, whom they had named 
as premier to replace Mr. 
Franchuk, to be relieved of 
his former post of agriculture 
minister. 

The Crimean parliament 
still regards Mr. Drobotov as 
Crimea's legitimate premier. 

The Crimean parliament 
was to hold another session 
Wednesday to issue appeals 
to the Russian lower house of 
parliament and to interna- 


tional organisations. The de- 
puties were to send a delega- 
tion to Moscow to enlist the 
support of their Russian 
counterparts. 

On Sunday, Mr. Meshkov 
denounced the decision by 
Kiev to place the region 
under its control. 

The decisions sparked a 
new crisis between the auton- 
omous republic — whose 
population of 2.7 million is 
mainly Russian-speaking — 
and Kiev. 
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Serbs shell Bihac town in 
new blow to Bosnian truce 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Rebel Serb forces have dealt 
Bosnia’s faltering ceasefire 
another blow by shelling the 
U.N.-dedared “safe area” of 
Bihac and Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic accused the 
West of playing into Serb 
hands. 

U.N. officials said the 
Serbs bombarded the 
government-controlled Bihac 
town Sunday and staged in- 
fantry assaults with rebel 
Muslims against the Muslim- 
led Bosnian army a few 
dozen kilometres to the north 
near Velika Kladusa. • 

As diplomatic efforts to 
end the Balkan state's three- 
year war appeared at a virtual 
dead end, the United Nations 
asked NATO surveillance 
planes to pinpoint the source 
of the gunfire. 

Mr. Silajdzic said interna- 
tional determination to con- 
tain the Bosnian war was 
aiding separatist Serbs who 
have captured 70 per cent of 
the country. 

“For the past three years 
the international community 
has had only one concept, 
one aim — to keep the prob- 
lem inside the borders of 


Bosnia.” he said in an inter- 
view on state television on 
Sunday night 

“Such a concept coincides 
completely with the Belgrade 
regime's concept to paint the 
conflict like a civil war and to 
keep it inside Bosnia and to 
prevent any kind of interven- 
tion.” 

Analysts say the Bosnia 
war, moving into its fourth 
year this week, could be con- 
signed to a long, low-level 
conflict, with battlefield 
stalemate as the West seemed 
to have abandoned attempts 
to impose a peace plan on the 
Serbs. 

A U.N. spokesman said 15 
shells landed inside the “safe 
area" radius around Bihac 
town in northwest Bosnia. 
Eleven hit built-up districts 
inside the town. 

“Eight (rounds) were very 
close to the Bihac main police 
station and it appears to be a 
deliberate targeting of this 
specific target,” said U.N. 
spokesman Major Herve 
Gounnelon. 

The United. Nations has 
designated Bihac town, on 
the enclave's southern edge, 
as a safe area eligible for 1 


protection by U.N. soldiers 
based there and NATO war- 
planes overhead. _ 

Similar attacks in the past 
have killed or wounded 
dozens in the main town of a 
mostly Muslim region of 
some 160.000 people beset by 
Serb forces since June 1992. 

An amateur radio report 
from the Bihac enclave spoke 
of “everything burning from 
shelling” in the area of Veli- 
ka Kladusa, a rebel Muslim- 
held town near the northern 
confrontation line of the 
pocket. 

U.N. sources ‘ said rebel 
Muslim and Serb forces laun- 
ched a fierce attack on 
Vmograc, 15 kilometres east 
of Kladusa and about 50 
kilometres north of Bihac 
town, but.could not say if the 
front line had shifted. 

A U.N.-mediated cease- 
fire, due to last four months, 
took effect on Jan. 1 but has 
been unravelling in the abs- 
ence of follow-up peace talks, 
thwarted by the Serbs' refusal 
to yield some of the 70 per 
cent of Bosnia under their 
control. 

Both sides, including the 
Muslim-led Sarajevo govern- 


ment which would have got a 
50 per cent share of Bosnia 
under the peace plan, have 
used the truce to regroup. 

Government troops laun- 
ched two tactical offensives 
on Serb-held strategic high- 
lands in north-central Bosnia 
last month, six weeks before 
the expiry of the ceasefire. 

The assaults appear to 
have fizzled out after modest 
gains. 

The five-nation “contact 
group” on Bosnia- 
Hercegovina is to meet Tues-. 
day in London at expert level 
to try and save Bosnia’s 
fraying ceasefire four weeks 
before it expires, French di- 
plomats said Monday. 

Renegade Muslim leader 
Fikret Abdic said Monday it 
was only a matter of days 
before the Bihac pocket in 
the northwest of Bosnia was 
captured by Serb coalition 
forces. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. 
embassy in Sarajevo 
announced Monday that the 
U.S. ambassador to Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, Victor Jack- 
ovich, is being relieved of his 
duties later mis month. 


Russian premier backs nuclear deal with Iran 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin said Monday that 
Moscow would go ahead with 
the sale of nuclear reactors to 
Iran, ITAR-TASS news 
agency quoted a senior gov- 
ernment official as saying. 

Nuclear Energy Minister 
Viktor Mikhailov quoted Mr. 
Chernomyrdin as saying this 
at talks with U.S. Defence 
Secretary WDliam Perry, who 
tried to persuade Moscow to 
abandon the deal worth up to 
SI billion. Mr. Mikhailov was 
part of die Russian team at 
the meeting. 

The United States suspect 
.that Iran is developing its 
own nuclear weapons. Russia 
insists that light-water reac- 
tors to be sold to Iran cannot 
be used to produce weapons- 
grade plutonium or for any 
other militajy' use. 

TASS -quoted Mr . 
Mikhailov as saying- Mr. Per- 
ry made it clear at talks' that 
Washington- would continue 
to exert pressure on Moscow 
over the deal. Mr. Perry said 
the issue would be raised 
again when U.S. President 
Bill Clinton visits Moscow 
next month. 

Mr. Mikhailov, a strong 
defender of the deal, said he 
was worried by the pace and 
the form of U.S. pressure on 
Russia. He said be was un- 
happy that Mr. Perry had 
pressed the issue at a meeting 
with Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev earlier Monday. 

“The Defence Ministry has 
nothing to do with the sale of 
nuclear reactors,” Mr. 
Mikhailov said. Gen. 
Grachev told reporters after 
meeting Mr. Perry that his 
ministry would not get in- 
volved in the deal. 

But Gen. Grachev said 
that, -in another area of fric- 
tion with Washington, Mos- 
cow might take “counter me- 
asures” if' NATO expanded 
eastwards too quickly. - 

He said these could include 
not abiding by the 1990 Con- 
ventional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) treaty on numbers and 
distribution of East-West 
troops and armour. 




U.S. Defence Secretary William Perry (right) 
toasts hfa Russian comlarpart Pavel Grachev 
after in Moscow a ’cooperation agree- 

ment’ under which' 'the *P.S. commits itself to 
both, assist the .-states of . the former Soviet 
Union to undergo their disarmament process 
and insure the safety of the Russian nuclear 


weapon storage facilities. Mr. Perry’s agenda 
in Russia include discussion with local author- 
ities on Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty, NATO’s. 
Partnership for Peace programme the 
upcoming Clinton- Yeltsin meeting (AFP 
photo) 


Mr. Perry, who met Gen. 
Grachev for more than an 
hour on issues ranging from 
NATO expansion to nuclear 
disarmament, said he had set 
out U.S. views on Russia's 
planned $1 billion nuclear 
deal with Tehran. 

“The sale is a very big 
economic factor for them 
(Russia),” Mr. Perry told re- 
porters. “It (cancellation) 
wonld be a very hard decision 
for them to make." 

Washington says sale of the* 
reactors would help Iran de- 
velop nuclear weapons. Rus- 
sia has denied the charge and 
made clear it plans to -go 
ahead with the sale. 

Mr. Perry said there were 
grounds to suspect Iran’s mo- 
tives in the contract, under 
which Russia would supply 
nudear equipment and tech- 
nical aid worth up to $1 bil- 
lion. 

“The country (Iran) is 
awash with oil,” be told re- 
porters. “It is entirely dear, 
even to the casual observer, 
that Iran does not need nuc- 
lear reactors to generate elec- 


tricity. So one starts off being 
suspicious of why they want 
nudear reactors.” 

He described talks with 
Gen. Grachev as “good and 
very frank” and Gen. 
Grachev said after their talks 
that Russia was prepared to 
continue cooperating with 
NATO. 

But the Russian minister 
also said that if the alliance 
expanded too rapidly to 
embrace former Soviet bloc 
states. Moscow could end 
compliance with the CFE 
treaty. 

“This spread to the east is, 
in fet, an isolation of Eastern 
European countries from 
Russia,” Gen. Grachev said. 

“So, counter measures 
couid be taken ... we would 
not abide by the Convention- 
al Forces in Europe treaty. 
And we might create neces- 
sary military groups in the 
most threatening directions 
and set up doser cooperation 
with other CIS countries.” 

Gen. Grachev said he and 
Mr. PUny had “come to a 
good mutual understanding” 


on several issues. He had also 
given Mr. Perry information 
about Chechenya, where 
Russian troops nave inter- 
vened violently to crush a 
three-year independence bid. 

Mr. Perry is on the second 
leg of a trip through four 
former Soviet republics. He 
arrived in Moscow Sunday 
from Ukraine and will later 
go to Kazakhstan and Uzbe- 
kistan. 

Mr. Perry has already said 
•U.S. aid for Russian econo- 
mic expansion would not be 
baited by Washington’s deep 
concern over Moscow's trans- 
fer of aims and nuclear tech- 
nology to Iran. 

The New York Times said 
Monday the U.S. govern- 
ment bad provided Russian 
officials with intelligence re- 
ports on Iran to try to per- 
suade them to abandon the 
project. 

It said the written report 
showed Iran had a crash 
programme to build nuclear 
weapons, which would be 
accelerated by Russia’s con- 
tract to build reactors in Iran. 


Balladur, Chirac shake hands but watch backs 


PARIS (AFP) — Bitter right- 
wing presidential rivals 
Edouard Balladur and Jac- 
ques Chirac shook hands 
Monday, even as the contest 
between them became in- 
creasingly barbed less than 
three weeks ahead of the first 
round of voting. 

The French premier and 
Paris mayor met at a memo- 
rial mass for former President 
George Pompidou boars af- 
ter launching the latest barbs 
in their rivalry for France’s 
top job. Witnesses said the 
two shook hands. 

The war of words between 
the pair, long time political 
colleagues turned opponents 
in the presidential race, has 
stepped up in the last week as 
•Mr. Balladur struggles to re- 
surrect his hopes ahead of the 
April 23 fixst round. 

1 Honrs before their encoun- 
ter Monday morning Mr. 
Chirac had been on French 
radio talking about the possi- _ 
bility of a “Balladur state” 
and lamenting the “extraor- 
d in ary seizure” or power by 
Mr. Bahadur's government. 

Mr. Chirac rejected 
accusations that his own Ral- 
ly for the Republic (RPR), 
which has a formidable 
nationwide party machine, 
could be at the heart of an 
“RPR state” if he were 
elected in April/May ballots. 

“The theme- of an RPR 
state, like that of a Socialist 


state or even a Balladur state 
with, it must be said, an 
extraordinary seizure over 
the last two years by the 
government of all economic 
activity and even it is some- 
times said media activity, 
must be banned,” he said on 
French radio. 

In return Mr. Balladur 
spokesman Nicolas Barkozy 
accused Mr. Chirac of denig- 
rating the government of 
which the RPR has been die 
largest part since the right's 
landslide victory in March 
1993 elections. 

"He is denigrating two 
years of a government which 
he has supported.” 

The two had already come 
to blows — albeit indirectly 
— Sunday, when they both 
appeared in live broadcasts 
hours apart. Mr. Chirac has 
refused to take part in a 
public debate before the first, 
round of voting. 

Mr. Balladur accused Mr. 
Chirac of having already 
carved up the key ministerial 
posts in a new government, 
criticising Mr. Chirac’s “de- 
magogic” promises to the 
electorate. 

Meanwhile Chirac attack- 
ed Mr. Balladur for what he 
sees as the prime minister’s 
reluctance to undertake 
large-scale reforms in France. 

“People who have no de- 
sire to make France really 
move will be left by the 


wayside,” Mr. Chirac said in 
what was taken as a transpa- 
rent reference to Mr. Baha- 
dur. 

The latest polls indicate 
that, less three weeks ahead 
of the April 23 first ' round of 
voting, the gap between them 
is somewhat narrowing after 
. weeks of a comfortable lead 
for Mr. Chirac. 

All three main contenders 
in the race to succeed Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand — 
Chirac, Balladur and Social- 
ist Lionel Jospin — are within 
five points of each other, 
according to the latest poll 
Sunday. 

Another poll published by 
the daily InfoMatin Monday 
indicated that nearly half of 
voters — 44 per cent — are 
still undecided who they will 
vote for. 

Mr. Balladur told a gather- 
ing of businesswoman Mon- 
day that women would take 1 
30 per cent of ministerial 
posts in the next French gov- 
ernment if he succeeded in 
winning election to the pres- 
idency in the forthcoming 
poll. 

The premier, whose two- 
year-old government con- 
tains only three women 
ministers out of 28, told a 
meeting of company chiefs 
who also happen to be 
women that lists presented m 
elections under the prop- 
ortional representation sys- 


tem should also contain a 
minimum of 30 per cent of 
women candidates. 

Mr. Balladur said he 
wanted to “'nake things hap- 
pen" with regard to gender 
disparities in French society 
which was “not making 
enough progress" in this re- 
gard. 

_ One in four company 
h’eads in France is a woman, 
although the proportion of 
women in parliament is only 
six per cent. Women earn on 
average 30 per cent less than 
their male colleagues, 
according to a recent study. 

“French society can no 
longer tolerate such unjusti- 
fied discrimination," he told 
the industry chiefs. 

Mr. Balladur has indicated 
he may insist on female 
quotas in all elections, from 
local to legislative, if he gets 
into the Ely see Palace. 

The candidate said he 
would work hard to reduce 
differences in pay between 
men and women “until the 
gap is estimated” and to 
promote greater compatibil- 
ity between professional and 
family life for women who 
sought both. 

The women in Bahadur’s 
present government are So- 
cial Affairs Minister Simone 
Veil, Youth and Sport Minis- 
ter Michele Alliot-Marie and 
Humanitarian Action Minis- 
ter Lucette Mkhaud-Chevry. 
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Will Israel ever learn? 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
right Sunday to admit that there was no military 
solution to end the attacks of the Lebanese 
resistance fighters on the Israeli occupation 
forces in Sooth Lebanon. “There is only a 
diplomatic solution” to the conflict in Lebanon, 
Mr. Rabin is reported to have told the Israeli 
cabinet* 

On tiie surface, the belated Israeli recognition 
of the inevitability of a political settlement to its 
conflict with Lebanon might seem assuring. It 
could carry within it the message that Israel has 
finally accepted to come to terms with the fact 
that its continued occupation of Lebanese terri- 
tory and its continued use of its military might 
win not bring it the security that it claims to be its 
number one priority. 

But no one should tip his hat to Mr. Rabin for 
reaching this realisation. For one, it is a shock- 
ingly late acknowledgement of a feet that Israel 
has chosen to neglect for years. Second, Mr. 
Rabin fefl short of spelling out what he meant by 
a diplomatic solution. If one is to go by Israel’s 
record in interpreting what a political solution 
means, the answer would be that Israel wants to 
take all, and give nothing. 

There is no question that only a political 
settlement can remove the shroud of fear and 
destruction that Israel has faced not only on 
Lebanon bnt on the whole of the Middle East for 
decades. But that settlement should right the 
wrong; it should end the Israeli occupation of 
Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian lands. 

Hizbollah is a resistance movement that was 
created to end the suffering that Israeli occupa- 
tion of Lebanon has brought upon the Lebanese 
people. The movement’s right to fight tbe Israeli 
invaders is a basic human right that Is upheld by 
all peoples, sanctioned and endorsed by all 
international laws. 

Hizbollah men and women are freedom fight- 
ers trying to liberate their land from a virions 
occupation that continues for no other reason but 
Israel’s arrogance, complexes and belief that its 
superior power can legitimise the illegitimate, 
justify the uqjustifiable and deny others all that it 
claims for itself. 

There is only one solution to the conflict in 
Lebanon: Israel most get out of every inch of 
Arab territory. And that can be achieved 
through a long and bloody war to the suffering of 
everybody or through a diplomatic settlement. 
The choice is for Israel. 

It can effect that solution immediately. 

Both the Lebanese and Israeli people are 
paying dearly for the conflict in South Lebanon. 
Bnt both peoples have one side to blame for their 
miseries: It is the Israeli government, its refusal 
to do what it takes to bring peace to the area and 
its inability to break out from a bubble of 
arrogance and insecurity in which it is burying its 
bead. 

The “diplomatic solution” that Mr. Rabin 
spoke of would require Israel to burst this 
bubble, open its eyes to the real reason why 
Hizbollah fighters fire their Katyushas on Israeli 
occupation soldiers and get those soldiers out of 
Lebanon, once and for all. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily in its editorial on Monday dealt with 
comments by . His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, at a cabinet session on Saturday. It said Prince 
Hassan called on Jordanians to work as one team. It said 
that over decades, the Jordanian people's modesty did not 
allow them to declare their distinction in word and deed 
despite the fact that the country had always carried out its 
duty and at times more than it was required. It said this 
allowed others to throw many charges at Jordan in spite of 
all it did for the nation. Therefore, Prince Hassan's calls 
regarding the challenges and countering them is one of his 
top concerns because of the 30 years he spent in dealing 
with these challenges, A1 Ra'i said. It said this made the 
Crown Prince an example of the kind of leaderships needed 
in many countries those aspirations are much more than 
their capabilities. It continued that the national achieve- 
ments accomplished under Prince Hassan's daily supervi- 
sion is something like a miracle that others should follow. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour on Monday expressed 
astonishment at an American proposal being currently 
worked out to allow Iraq to export £2 billion of oil every 
three months to meet its humanitarian needs. Mohammad 
Ka’wash said the media campaign, which accompanied the 
preparation of the proposal tried to demonstrate the 
American sympathy with the besieged Iraqi people and 
tried to show the American measure as a response to the 
humanitarian needs of the Iraqi people. He said after 
studying cuts for compensation, expenses for committees, 
and salaries of (U.N. inspection) teams and delegations, 
the remaining amount would appear insufficient for buying 
medicine and food and even not enough for the needs of 
one it Iraqi city. He said that the real objective behind the 
American proposal, which is being prepared by U.S. 
representative tljp U.N., Madlin Oilbright, is to extend the 
siege- 


The View from Fou rth Circle * 

Salvation, marketplaces and our children’s future 

address the enormous challenges and opportunities that.. 


THERE IS a broad consensus in Jordan that we are passing 
through a moment of great historical importance, but there 
is no clear consensus on what kinds of changes we should 
institute or on a vision of where we are heading. How we 
navigate this moment in our modern national history will 
probably define the nature and condition of Jordan and 
Jordanians for many decades or even-generations to come. 
It is important, therefore, not to get lost in the small details 
of what happens today or tomorrow, but, rather, to focus 
on long-term principles and ideals that can assure the best 
interests of Jordan and the wider Arab World in the longer 
term. 

A longer term perspective on our identity, condition and 
aspirations suggests to me that we should focus on several 
related issues that I would summarise as the four Ts: 
identity, investment, institutions and information. 

The identity issue requires that we affirm the logical 
long-term identity of Jordan within its natural national 
context. This sounds imple, and it is simple. Will we seek to 
assure our well-being as a dynamic element in a wider Arab 
environment — as history suggests we must — or will we 
depend on political, economic and security relationships 
with non-Arab parties, such as Israel and the United 
States, for our well-being? Our policies and orientations 
today reflect a certain tug-of-war between these two 
orientations. While short-term realities dictate our coming 
to terms with tbe reality of Israeli and American power, 
Jordan's longer term national well-being requires that we 
revitalise and expand our relationships with our natural 
Arab hinterland. 

Tbe temptation to rely on relationships with Israeli and 
American parties for our long-term well-being is strong, 
but probably fatally misguided. A more compelling 
approach would see us recognise the certainty of substan- 
tial changes in the pan-Arab environment in the decades 
ahead, especially in view of tbe inevitable transformations 
towards more participatory, humane political cultures that 
will occur in countries such as Syria, Iraq and Saudi Arabia 
— geographically and culturally contiguous lands that have 
always defined, and will always define, the political 
condition and economic orientation of smaller lands such as 
Jordan. Palestine and Lebanon. 

It is virtually axiomatic that Jordan in the early years of 
the next decade will find itself redefining itself in relation to 
changing geo-political configurations in tbe two regions 
that have always been tbe primary determinants of our 
national orientation — the Levant and the Arabian 
Peninsula. Our relationships with Israel and the United 
States, therefore, should be managed on the basis of 
optimising short-term benefits, but within a long-term 
vision that sees Jordan deriving national sustenance pri- 
marily from compatible Arab cultures and contiguous Arab 
economies. 

Tbe investment question is emerging as the immediate 


criterion that may determine our long-term orientation. 
We find ourselves today in the peculiar position of running 
after foreign investments, while domestic investment re- 
mains rather subdued, mainly due to political and psycho- 
logical uncertainties about what the future holds. 

Investors usually make their decisions on intuition and 
gut feelings, and many Jordanians seem uncertain of what 
the future holds. Should we invest our money in a manner 
to tap the enormous Arab market around us, or should we 
instead focus on joint ventures with Israeli, European, 
Japanese and U.S. partners, aimed at the global market? 

One reason that domestic economic activity has not 
responded to the promise of the peace accord with Israel is 
the out feeling among many Jordanian investors that we are 
moving too quickly towards a dependency relationship with 
tbe United States and Israel, while insufficiently streng- 
thening political and economic ties with tbe Arab states. 
Investors and their capital are naturally cautious, and their 
natural caution is compounded today by the added political 
uncertainty of how reliable or lasting are the ties that we 
are developing with the U.S. and Israel. 

The manner in which we have had to lobby the American 
Congress at the highest level on implementing the Amer- 
ican pledge to write off our debt is symptomatic of the 
larger fears that haunt many Jordanians: fears that the U.S. 
and Israel will court us and provide some assistance in tbe 
short run to serve their national interests, but that they will 
eventually abandon us when we are no longer particularly 
useful to their geo- strategic interests. The recent examples 
of great power ties with Somalia and Ethiopia are 
instructive in this respect. 

The extraordinary current emphasis on attracting foreign 
investment and aid to Jordan should be a sign that 
something is fundamentally distorted in our economy. 
There is no lack of indigenous Jordanian entrepreneurial 
skills, capital or national commitment required to promote 
domestic investments, especially given the huge natural 
Arab market at our doorstep. The double fact that we have 
to run after foreign investments and that we have achieved 
limited successes in this endeavour should wake us up to 
the fact that our salvation does not rest of foreign 
shoulders, but rather on our own. 

This raises tbe third criterion I mentioned above, that of 
institutions. Our inability to institutionalise our national 
political and economic life remain one of our most 
fundamental weaknesses. We have achieved many succes- 
ses in Jordan primarily because of the manner in which 
individual leadership has been able to mould and motivate 
the many tribal strands of Jordanian society into a coherent 
whole. We have been blessed with much nobility and 
wisdom in our leadership and in our people; but we have 
unable to weave these elements into a more durable, 
institutionalised national structure that can, for example. 


face us today. 

The intellectual poverty of our political parties, the 
absence of credible, independent research centres, the - 
inanimate condition of most of our colleges and universi- . 
ties, tbe sad polarisation of our media into fawning 
government groupies or hysterical opposition scandal... 
sheets, and the virtual hibernation of our parliament 
vis-a-vis the world of ideas and conceptual thinking are all . 
signs of our failures to institutionalise several critically - 
important elements that we will need to navigate through 
the coming years and decades: honest discussion of public 
policy issues, consensus-building on national goals and 
values, and a capacity to deal and negotiate with foreign 
parties on the basis of a solid domestic position arrived at 
through credible, institutionalised and participatory 
mechanisms, brae! and the Ltaited States are strong, for 
example, precisely because they have nurtured and de- 
veloped these elements. 

The last issue I mentioned above — information — may 
not be an obvious one at first glance; but, I believe that 
even a cursory view of what is happening around the world 
should indicate the importance of accurate, freely available 
information as the vita] basis for political and economic 
well-being. While we have certainly improved in Jordan in 
recent years in our capacity to allow a more free flow of 
information, we remain woefully negligent in our recogni- 
tion of the need to make substantial changes in how 
information is made available to, and used by, tbe average 
citizens. Instead of spending time, money and energy on 
car and mobile telephones that serve a small, rich elite, oar 
government should instead be implementing a crash 
programme to permit eveTy Jordanian child and adult to 
have easy, affordable access to tbe new global playing field 
— the information superhighway, or at least that part of it 
that is known as the Internet. 

We mil meet our national challenges and take advantage 
of our opportunities only if we successfully unlock and tap 
the dynamism and creativity that are within every Jorda- 
nian individual. Debt write-offs, economic summits, fore- 
ign investment, joint projects with Israel, regional develop- 
ment banks, and other such endeavours are useful and they, 
will help; but they cannot possibly form the core of oar 
efforts to translate peace and regional stability into a new 
era of Jordanian prosperity and self-confidence. 

Our salvation lays not primarily in the global economic 
marketplace; it lays primarily in the old, rich and potential- 
ly enormous marketplace of our own ideas, where the 
currency of persona] freedom and initiative is the medium 
of exchange that will ensure a better future for our 
children. If there were ever an opportune moment for us to 
tap our own human wealth in the service of our future 
generations, this is it. 
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What future for the Arab League? 


By Fans Glubb 

THE LEAGUE of Arab 
States was 50 years old on 
March 22. But instead of 
bei ng an occasion for 
celebration, this 
anniversary was provoking 
pessimistic questions by 
Arab commentators about 
the league's future, and 
whether it can even survive 
in the new Middle East 
order ushered in by the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

Disappointment is often 
expressed at the league’s 
failure to resolve that crisis 
precipitated by the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, to pre- 
vent the fragmentation of 
the Arab World that re- 
sulted, or to achieve inter- 
Arab reconciliation since. 
Iraq’s action, indeed, re- 
sulted in what many consid- 
er the worst disaster in 
Arab history since Hula- 
gu’s destruction of Bagh- 
dad in 1258, and placed the 
Arab countries in their 
weakest bargaining posi- 
tion in the history of their 
confrontation with Israel. 


There is anxiety over the 
league’s chances of survival 
because of what many 
Arabs regard as “the mali- 
cious aspect of the Arab- 
Israeli peace process,” 
namely the effort by the 
United States and Israel to 
replace the Arab World’s 
collective identity with a 
Middle Eastern regional 
order. This approach was 
symbolised by the Middle 
East economic conference 
in Casablanca last Novem- 
ber, which aimed at creat- 
ing economic condition 
that would further U.S. 
and Israeli aims in the 
peace process. 

It appears that the Arab 
League, or even any purely 
Arab collective organisa- 
tion, would be excluded 
from such a new regional 
order. Whether it would be 
scrapped altogether, or ex- 
panded and its mem- 
beership rules changed in 
order to accommodate 
Israel, the Arab League as 
an organisation to promote 
the Arab countries' collec- 
tive interests and protect 
them from their enemies 


would cease to exist. 

A mixed record 

In its five decades, the 
Arab League has had a 
mixed record of successes 
and failures. It failed to 
prevent numerous inter- 
Arab bloodbaths. like the 
civil wars in Lebanon and 
Yemen, and of course the 
invasion of Kuwait. But it 
has succeeded in securing 
some economic, diplomatic 
and information coordina- 
tion in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, notably in enforc- 
ing the Arab boycott of 
Israel. This is an important 
Arab bargaining card in the 
effort to make Israel with- 
draw from occupied Arab 
territories. The league has 
been effective in limiting 
the extent to which foreign 
countries and their com- 
panies benefit the Israeli 
economy. 

In view of propaganda 
against this in the West, 
particularly the U.S.. it 
should be recalled that in- 
ternational law regards a 
boycott of enemy products 


as a perfectly legitimate 
method of economic war- 
fare. Indeed, the U.S. has 
used it more than any other 
state in modem times, both 
unilaterally and collectively 
with other states in a U.N.- 
framework often without 
dubious justification. The 
U.S. used to boycott the 
People's Republic of Chi- 
na, for example. At present 
it maintains unilateral 
boycotts of Cuba and Iran 
because it dislikes their 
political systems, not be- 
cause of any genuine grie- 
vance. 

The desire to ensure the 
survival and a future role 
for the Arab League, to 
prevent further erosion of 
Arab solidarity and im- 
prove the Arab bargaining 
position in negotiations 
with Israel, were probably 
the strongest motivations 
for the summit conference 
which King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia and Presidents 
Mubarak of Egypt and 
Asad of Syria held in Alex- 
andria last December. 
These |X>ints were clearly 
emphasised by the joint 


communique they issued at 
the end of the summit, in 
which they “agreed that the 
role of the Arab League 
and its institutions should 
be boosted.” The com- 
munique also stressed the 
need ot solve inter-Arab 
problems and restore Arab 
solidarity. 

Many commentators feel 
that Arab governments and 
peoples have been unable 
to shake off their malaise 
since the Gulf crisis, and 
are now passively accepting 
almost anything imposed 
on them by the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. Yet 
these commentators feel it 
would be unwise to accept 
the argument that they 
should sacrifice the Arab 
League for the sake of a 
peace process whose suc- 
cess is by no means guaran- 
teed. 

Short of an unexpected 
radical change in the situa- 
tion, the Oslo agreement 
between the PLO and 
Israel seems doomed to 
collapse. It is difficult to 
imagine the peace process 


failing in Palestine and suc- 
ceeding with other Arab 
countries. Arab govern- 
ments may be wiser to base 
their policies on the cal- 
culation that the peace pro- 
cess is more likely to fail 
than to succeed. If it fails, 
they will need the Arab 
League to coordinate 
Arab efforts to face the 
difficult circumstances like- 
ly to follow. Military coor- , 
dination in particular will : 
need to be * much more ' 
effective than hitherto. 

Even if the peace process 
does succeed, the Arab 
League will still be needed 
to protect Arab interests. 
Egypt, for example, is stiD 
suspicious of Israel's inten- 
tions over nuclear weapons 
and other issues although 
there has been a peace 
treaty between them for 15 
years. There are plenty of 
methods by which states 
can undermine each other's 
interests without going to 
war, and Israel has shown 
itself skilled at these. 
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Turkey should get out of Iraq 


By William Safire 

WASHINGTON — The 
military-dominated govern- 
ment of Turkey has sent at 
least 35,000 troops, with 
tanks and F-16s, into the- 
northem portion of Iraq, 
That is the “no-fly zone.” 

The ostensible purpose 
of the invasion is to kill 
some 2.500 Kurdish radic- 
als who have been using 
terror tactics to whip up 
support for an end to sup- 
pression of millions of 
Kurds within Turkey. . 

That is Ankara's cover 
story, which the Clinton 
State Department naively 
accepted as the invasion 
began. Hot pursuit of ter- 
rorists drew no objection 
from Foggy Bottom. Nor 
were questions asked about 
the disproportionate 
amount of force being used, 
or the total press blackout. 

Soon it wiH dawn on U.S. 
diplomats that the Turks 
are not merely punishing 
separatist Kurds. If that 
were the only reason for 
the attack, Turkey’s planes 
would hit the bases of the 
terrorist PKK in Syria and 
the Bekaa in Syria's Leba- 
non. 

Turkey’s concealed in- 
terest is in the control of oil 
facilities in Kurdish Iraq. 
Thirty kilometres of pipe- 


line near Fayshkhabur was 
put beyond Iraq’s control. 

Ankara’s generals are ea- 
ger to do business again 
with Baghdad. The Kurds 
are an inconvenience. Be- 
cause Iraqi President Sad- 
dam is prohibited from 
going in and securing his 
northern oil facilities. Tur- 
key is doing the job for 
him. Its forces will stay 
until Iraqi forces can re- 
place them — if the United 
States and its allies permit * 
it. 

What of the Iraqi Kurds 
now being bombed by Tur- 
key’s Tansu Ciller? At a 
moment when ethnic unity 
is vital, and when Kurdish 
leaders have a chance at 
last to establish an auton- 
omous enclave of democra- 
cy — these wonderful peo- 
ple, with their distinct lan- 
guage and culture, are 
fighting among themselves. 

One faction is led by 
Massoud Barzani. soft- 
spoken son of the late Mul- 
lah Mustafa Barzani, a 
legendary chieftain revered 
by Kurds and their growing 
legion of supporters. 
Another is led by Jalal 
Talabani, smoother and 
more extroverted than 
Massoud. and less willing 
to accommodate the Turks 
by negotiating with Bagh- 
dad. 


They both oppose the 
PKK, a Marxist splinter 
group that is gaining adhe- 
rents throughout the five- 
nation area loosely called 
Kurdistan, thanks to villa- 
gers’ fury with Turkey’s 
attack. 

Mr. Barzani’s angry at 
Mr. Talabani's recent sei- 
zure of the parliament 
building in Traq's Kurdish 
capital of Erbil; Mr. Tala- 
bani charges that Mr. Bar- 
zani is not sharing customs 
duties collected from smug- 
glers. Their partisans are 
shooting at each other, A 
low-level State Department 
official tried and failed to 
restore sanity. 

Can this mess be straight- 
ened out, with killing stop- 
ped, autonomy respected, 
democracy introduced? 
America cannot foil to try. 

A message of Mam Jalal 
and Kak Massoud from a 
longtime friend: Nobody 
will help you unless you 
demonstrate you are ready 
for help. Each of you 
should fax a letter to Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton asking 
hint to send a high-level 
envoy to Iraqi Kurdistan. 
Commit yourselves to abide 
by his recommendations 
about an immediate cease- 
fire and a governing coali- 
tion in parliament pending 
supervised elections. 


If the Kurdish „ leades 
make their requests, how 
should President Clinton 
respond? Not with a multi- 
lateral h an doff. Certainly 
the United States should 
ask the United Nations to 
condemn the invasion and 
send in observers, but more 
diplomatic muscle is 
needed. 

We can hope that Mr. 
Clinton would appoint a 
prestigious and tQueh- 
minded special envoy (on 
the order of George Shultz, 
Sol Linowitz or Jeane Kirk- 
patrick) to quickly repair 
the Kurdish split, which is 
something I am told the 
waning factions want. 

Stopping the Turkish in- 
vasion may involve a trip to 
Syria and Bonn (400,000 
Turkish Kurds work in 
Germany), as well as other 
European capitals. 

Then, in Ankara^ the en- 
voy’s job would be to per- 
suade Turkey’s leaders that 
condliation with Kurds and 
inclusion in Europe is more 
in the iongrterm Turkish 
interest than repression of 
Kurds at home and an oil 
deal with Baghdad. Such 
diplomacy is difficult but 
doable. If America doesn't 
lead the way. who will? 


The New York Times. 


LETTERS 


Setting the record 


To tbe Editor: 


straight 


WnH GREAT interest I have taken note of your article .! 
on the recent cabinet reshuffle in Austria in your edition of 
April 2. The fact that your newspaper has •carried this - 
lengthy report from Reuters is a clear indication that you . 
consider news about our country interesting and important ■ 
to the readers in Jordan. 

The more regrettable is the mistake which occurred in . 
the headline of the article which reads: “New Australian 
(sic!) ministers presented' 1 . Austria is indeed far too often ' 


confused with Australia. But in a country like Jordan which v 
has long-standing dose and friendly relations with owlqjj ' 


country on both offidal and private levels, one would not " , ‘ J JJ jf*rl , 
have expected this to happen in one of the leading*^ " 
news-media. Anyhow, I hope for your continued interest in ‘ ^ 


Anyhow, I hope for your continued interest in . ^ 
Austrian affairs so that your readers will always be aware . i 
that Austria is not Australia. *v. ; 


Dr. Michael Stigdbauer* 
Ambassa d or of Austria* 
Amman . 


Editor’s Note: The Jordan Tunes regrets the error, 
which was due to a typographical mistake. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions from ■ : 1 

its readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letts <: .;* • 
intended for publication, however, should contain the . 
writer's hill name and preferably address as well. Names , : t* 
can be withheld only upon request and under J 

circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. The newspap" 1 -.,. - 
er IS not responsible for the n*nim rtf irnucwl mamionriDtS- V ■*' 
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By David Crary 
The Associated Press 

SARAJEVO — After 
three .years of anguish and 
isolation, a long-lost mood 
is back on Sarajevo’s shell- 
scarred streets. It’s called 
confidence, and it has a 
tough, battle-hardened 
edge. 

Fighting drags on in parts 
of Bosnia and soon may get 
worse, but faith in a fast- 
improving army means the 
thought of more war no 
longer terrifies most 
Sarajevans.' The lines of 
Europe's longest siege in 
modem times are porous, 

: markets full and munitions 
stocks abundant. 

“We’re at psychological 
"advantage,” said Kemal 
Muftic, an adviser to Presi- 
dent Alija Izetbegovic’s 
Muslim-dominated govern- 
ment. “The most difficult 
part is behind us.” 

When war broke out in 
early April 1992, death and 
deprivation came as a 
shock to this city of cultural 
sophistication and multi- 
. ethnic tolerance. The intel- 
ligentsia spearheaded efforts 
to preserve this heritage 
amid horrific artillery bar- 
rages, but gradually many 
intellectuals, artists and 
doctors left. 

Now, more than half the 
city's 300,000 residents are 
war refugees, many with 
small-town outlooks and 
Islamic beliefs more tradi- 
tional than those of 
Sarajevo's relatively secu- 
lar Muslim community. 

“The city has changed 
very much,” said Lida Ber- 
berovic, a resident in the 
front-line neighbourhood 
of Dobrinja. “I can walk all 
the way from one end to 
the other and not meet 
anyone I know. That 
wouldn’t have happened 
before.” 

“People bring otber cus- 
toms with them,” she said. 
“You have to try to teach 
them how it used to be 
here." 

If full-scale war does re- 
turn after 13 months largely 
free of attacks by besieging 
ethnic Serbs, Dobringja is 
ready, Mrs. Berberovic 
said. 

“Most of my neighbours 
think it’s about time to 
solve this with the only 
alternative left — the milit- 
ary solution,” she said. 

“If we managed to sur- 
vive this far, there’s no fear 



Doctors at a Sarajevo hospital treat a badly wounded young man who is among thousands of Bosnian Muslims who fell victim to Serbian aggression (AFP photo) 

Hard-edged confidence emerges in Sarajevo after 3 years of war 
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we’re going to disappear 
anytime soon," she added. 
“Everybody who was 
scared has run away 
already.” 

The new arrivals have 
provided a loyal consti- 
tuency for the govern- 
ment’s shift to somewhat 
more ethnically nationalis- 
tic policies. Mr. Izetbego- 
vic's Party of Democratic 
Action has put its followers 
in key army and business 
posts and Islam is being 
taught .in the public 
schools. 

Some long-time 
Sarajevans wonder if their 


city ever will retrieve the 
generous, cosmopolitan 
spirit that so enraptured 
visitors at the 1984 Winter 
Olympics. But they take 
comfort in the brighter 
military prospects and im- 
proved living conditions. 

Once-barren store 
shelves brim with food, in- 
cluding piles of fresh fruit 
that were costly treasures 
early in the war. For those 
with German marks, chick- 
en, beef and sausage 
abound at the central meat 
market for prices not so 
different from Paris and 
London. 


No one has to burn 
books for heat anymore, or 
lug water from communal 
taps. Electricity and fuel 
lines from government- 
held areas outside the city 
now run through a tunnel 
under the U.N.-patrolled 
airport, out of the reach of 
Serbs’ artillery. 

State television news 
used to show government 
soldiers in track shoes and 
mismatched uniforms, 
equipped with aging rifles. 
Now theyare seen in U.S. 
army-style helmets and flak 
jackets, cradling sub- 
machine guns. 


gaining ground, making 
Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic nervous. On 
Wednesday, Mr. Karadzic 
threatened an offensive 
that would include a thrust 
at Sarajevo. 

Sarajevans said they are 
not afraid. 

"Our army is not so 
strong as to win right now 
— we are still much weaker 
in heavy weapons.” said 
Mehmed Halilovic, editor 
"of the newspaper OsIobod- 
jenje. “But we have- more 
manpower, more motiva- 
tion." 


The former XJ.N. milit- 
ary commander for Bosnia 
who left in January, Lt.- 
General Sir Michael Rose 
of Britain, told Germany 
parliament members Tues- 
day that it would take Bos- 
nian government- forces a 
minimum of four years to 
regain lost territory. 

Mr. Halilovic said there 
is no option but to fight. 

“Even small victories can 
increase pressure, equalise 
'-‘the competition: The people 
are prouder — they feel 
more confident if the army is , 
capable of advancing,” he 


said. A peaceful settlement is 
preferable, “but we don't 
have a choice. We have to 
face the challenge.” 

Mr. Halilovic, whose 
newspaper has earned inter- 
national respect for pub- 
lishing steadily throughout 
the war, said there had been 
some abuses of Serbs and 
Croats in the city, but not on 
a systematic basis. 

“In a town under siege for 
36 months, there is a kind of 
confusion, maybe a lot of‘ 
inconsistency in policy,” be 
said. “But those in the 
Democratic Action Party 


who favour ethnic national- 
ism aren't powerful enough 
to impose It.” 

Yet the pervasiveness of 
military influence, coupled 
with the exodus of so many 
artists, kindles unease abont 
the future. 

“This was a place for new 
music, new writing. That was 
the Sarajevo spirit,” said 
Amela Siber, 24, forced by 
the war to quit her university 
studies in English literature. 

' “Now almost all thsoe p^o- 
ple are gone. All my friends 
nave left. It’s not really my 
city anymore.” > 


As conditions decline, press is 
targeted in West Africa 


By Tina S usman 

The Associated Press 

ABIDJAN, Ivoxy Coast — 
Roland Martin says he 
wanted to boost the morale 
of the Sierra Leone army, 
so he searched his files, 
found a picture of a 
combat-ready soldier and 
printed it on the front page 
of his newspaper. 

His mistake was choosing 
a picture of a soldier who 
— unbeknownst Mr. 
Martin — bad defected to 
the rebel movement a few 
months earlier. Mr. Mar- 
tin, editor of Freetown's 
Weekend Spark newspap- 
er, ended up jailed on 
suspicion of involvement 
with the Revolutionary Un- 
ited Front. 

To Sien-a Leon’s govern- 
ment, Mr. Martin’s posses- 
sion of the picture was 
enough reason to arrest 
him. To Mr. Martin and 
other journalists in West 
Africa's politically volatile 
countries, it was another 
case of an embattled gov- 
ernment silencing the news 
media for exposing its 
weaknesses. 

With the region beset by 
civil wars, military diettor- 
shsips and economic de- 
cline, the freer press that 


evolved in the pro- 
democracy era of the late 
1980s and early ’90s is find- 
ing itself increasingly muz- 
zled. 

At least 12 journalists 
have been detained in Iv- 
ory Coast, Gambia, Gha- 
na, Sierra Leone and 
Nigeria in the past month. 
Since 1994, West Africa 
governments have seized 
dozens of magazines and 
newspapers, deported jour- 
nalists, and closed indepen- 
dent radio stations in 
Cameroon, Togo; Gambia, 
Mali and Gabon. 

"While glasnost in Africa 
has allowed for an unpre- 
cedented mushrooming of 
independent and opposi- 
tion publications and radio 
stations, political leaders, 
unaccustomed to strident 
criticism, still tend to lash 
out” the Committee to Pro- 
tect Journalists says in a 
report on attacks on the 
media in 1994. 

Adam Feinstein, who 
edits a monthly publication 
of the International Press 
Institute that monitors 
press conditions worl- 
dwide. said the press is 
always a scapegoat for gov- 
ernments. 

“They can’t blame them- 
selves for the problems, so 


Hamas pledges ‘revenge’ 
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(Continued from page 1) 

nian National Authority 
(PNA) denied Hamas allega- 
tions that they had conspired 
to set off the blast. 

‘To finger Israel as the 
responsible party is total non- 
sense," Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres said. ~ 

“Instead of killing, other 
people, those gentlemen kil- 
led themselves and thank 
heaven they did not kill otber 
people.” 

“We must take into 
account the risk that Hamas 
wants to carry out attacks 
after the Gaza incident. 
Security forces are on the 
alert to confront attacks,” 
Mr. Rabin said after a session 
of parliament’s foreign affairs 


and defence committee. 

He told journalists that 
Israel had nothing to do with 
Sunday's blast. 

Israel Radio said Israeli 
security services also feared a 
wave of attacks. 

“We are ready for any 
eventuality,” an advisor to 
Police Minister Moshe Shah- 
al told AFP, asking to remain, 
anonymous. 

Hamas urged people to 
march at symbolic funerals 
defying a Palestinian police 
ban on demonstrations. 

But as a precaution Palesti- 
nian police eariier quietly 
buried the bodies of KheO 
and three other militants kil- 
led in the blast 

A woman and child also 
died and two Hamas mem- 


they have to blame some- 
body else.” 

West African govern- 
ments have recently turned 
to the courts rather than 
use overt force to silence 
the media. 

Nowhere has this been 
felt more strongly than in 
Ivory Coast, where five 
newspaper journalists were 
convicted last month of off- 
ences ranging from insult- 
ing the president to inciting 
unrest. Four received sen- 
tecnes ranging from 10 
months to 12 months in 
prison. 

That outraged interna- 
tional media organisations 
as well as Ivorian jouran- 
Itsts, who say advances 
made under President Felix 
Houphoury-Boigny are dis- 
appearing under his succes- 
sor, Henri Bedie. 

"During the time of 
Houphouet-Boigny, the in- 
dependent press was just 
starting out,” said Raphael 
Lape, editor-in-chief of the 
opposition newspapers La 
Voie and Le Nouvel Hori- 
zon. “By the time he died, 
the government was begin- 
ning to feel at ease with it. 
But with Bedie, it seems 
like we've taken 1,000 steps 
backward.” 


1 bers were seriously wounded 
as explosives being, handled 
by the militants went off, 
Palestinian police said. 

A member of Mr. Arafat’s 
Fateh group denounced the 
group as “irresponsible ex- 
tremists who bad an accident 
at work.” 

Palestinian police are hop- 
ing the two wounded Hamas 
men wfll reveal what hap- 
pened as a Palestinian inqniiy 
was opened. 

In Paris, the Palestinian 
representative in France con- 
demned tiie militants who 
died m the blast, but said 
there was no way of stopping 
them carrying out such activi- 
ties. 

Leila Shahid added, 
however, that Israel had to 
■take some responsibility, 
accusing it of having sup- 


The Committee to Pro- 
tect Journalists describes 
press freedom as having 
declined considerably since 
Mr. Bedie took office in 
December 1993. In Mr. Be- 
die's first year, seven jour- 
nalists were convicted on 
criminal charges tied to 
their articles. 

“We live under constant 
threat,” said Mr. Lakpe. 

The dark, dingy La Voie 
building, with cobwebs in 
the comers of narrow corri- 
dors and faded green paint 
peeling from the walls, tes- 
tifies to the disadvantages 
faced by opposition media. 
Just down the road, the' 
pro-government daily 
Fratemite Martin, occupies 
a sprawling, gleaming- 
white compound. 

Last year’s SO per cent 
currency devaluation in the 
former French colonies of 
the region led to a doubling 
of prices for ink, paper and 
other equipment, com- 
punding problems for tbe 
independent press. Official 
media were not immune — 
three state-owned news- 
papers in Congo closed — 
but they were able to get 
government subsidies not 
available to the indepen- 
dent press. 


ported Hamas against the 
PLO and of having supplied 
arms to tbe region. 

She. said the blast “cost the 
lives of children, and showed 
the Palestinian population of 
Gaza how much the presence 
of this sort of madman,... 
endangers them.” 

Stressing that they could 
not be controlled, she said 
civilian sipport was essential 
if such incidents were to be 
eradicated. “The most im- 
portant thing is to have the 
collaboration of the civilian 
population,” she said. 

She added that stopping 
attacks was impossible. 
“There is no way to prevent 
attacks either in Israel or the 
Palestinian territories," she 
said. “There is no miracle 
solution to prevent the 
attacks.” 


In the region's 
Anglophone countries, 
political turmoil has taken 
a similar toll on the media. 

Mr. Martin, the Sierra 
Leonean editor, was jailed 
March 13 and freed 10 days 
later. No charges were 
filed, but he remains under 
investigation. In January, 
two Sierra Leonean jour- 
nalists were arrested for 
articles that accused the 
country's military rulers of 
partying whiie rebels laun- 
ched a major offensive. 

Ghana’s first independent 
radio station was closed in a 
police raid in December and its 
founder briefly jailed. In 
February, Kwabena Mensah- 
Bonsu, a lawyer and newspap- 
er columnist, was sentenced to 
a month in prison with hard 
labour for articles deemed con- 
temptuous of some suprreme 
court decisions. 

At least two journalists were 
detained in an alleged coup 
plot in Nigeria in Much. And 
three journalists were detained 
in Gambia late in the month. 

The closure of radio stations 
is a particularly effective gov- 
ernment tool for affecting pub- 
lic opinion, because the re- 
gion's high illiteracy rate re- 
sults in most people relying on 
radio for news. 


Aziz urges 
U.N. to 
better offer 

(Continued from page 1) 

Although he lost every case, 
all tiie prisoners were later 
pardoned by President Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Mr. Jaijees’s visits Monday 
followed an Iraqi decision to 
extend the appeal period to 
one month from the normal 
14 days. 

Iraqi officials in Baghdad 
were not available for com- 
ment on the case. 

However, in Athens, 
Greece, Iraqi Ambassador 
Issam Sand Khalil denied his 
country was using tiie Amer- 
icans in their campaign to 
secure the lifting of the U.N. 
embargo against his country. 


Is there oil under 
the queen’s bed? 


By Dirk Beveridge 

The Associated Press 

GERRARDS CROSS, Eng- 
land — Desmond Oswald 
doesn’t quite understand 
what all the fuss is about. He 
thinks there’s oil under 
Windsor Castle so he’s going 
to drill a hole and find out. 

Queen Elizabeth II has 
given her Messing, but a 
number of her subjects think 
it’s about time to rebel. The 
very idea erf searching for cril 
under one of England’s most- 
cherished landmarks is 
“appalling,” if you ask Eli- 
zabeth Still, a Berkshire 
county councillor. 

Mr. Oswald looks at things 
from a purely geological pers- 
pective. In his mind, the only 
pertinent issues are whether 
be can find oil — which be 
calculates at about a 1 in 8 
shot — and if, so whether he 
can produce it. 

“what I’ve got is geologic 
structure sitting here that 
hasn't been drilled,” Mr. 
Oswald said in an interview. 
“It’s something that should 
be drilled. In any otter place 
in the world, it would have 
been drilled long ago." 

This is tbe same outlook 
Mr. Oswald took into the ml 
fields of Libya and Iran dur- 
ing a career that spanned 
three decades with Chevron 
Corp. Mr. Oswald, who 
admits to being “70ish,” took 
early retirement from San 
Francisco-based Chevron 
daring the ml bast of tiie 
mid-1980s. 

Why drill under Windsor 
Castle? 

Why not? Mr. Oswald 


‘Tm interested in this geol- 
ogy not to become a bil- 
lionaire- If it works, it wcmld 
be the highlight of my- 
career." 

like most major ml com- 
pany geologists, Mr. Oswald 
was accustomed to being 
safely anonymous, and all the 
attention the Windsor project 
is getting has caught him off 
guard. 

Big oil companies have 
layers of executives monitor- 
ing projects each step of the 
way. Thus, nobody gets cre- 
dit for a good deal but no- 


body is saddled with tbe 
blame when a company blows 
millions on a bad prospect. 

At a big oO company, “if I 
get an idea to drill for oil and 
tike president of tbe company 
approves it, if there’s no oil, be 
doesn’t fire me — he 
approved it," Mr. Oswald 
said. 

When oil is found, the oil 
company may issue a terse 
press release and that’s that 
Mr. Oswald says be didn’t 
realise tilings would be any 
(Efferent on tins deal — his 
first since leaving Chevron. 

T had thought the whole 
dung could be done quite 
guieuy. I thought we could 
just get on with the job, then 
if one found something it 
would generate a certain 
amount of attention.” 

For a while, he was right 
Mr. Oswald, a native of 
Calgary, Canada, began 
work on the project in 1989 
by setting up a private com- 
pany — Canuk Exploration 
Ltd. He then cornered the 
rights to find oil under the 
castle by gaming a licence 
that kept any competitors 
from getting in on the deal as 
long as Mr. Oswald follows a 
timetable acceptable to Brit- 
ish regulators. 

Initially, Mr. Oswald was 
able to study seismic tests 
without getting onto the cas- 
tle grounds. But then came 
the delicate matter of gaining 
permission from the Crown 
Estate Commission, which 
manages royal properties. 

T pointed out that I had a 
licence and I meant to exer- 
cise that licence and I would 
be able to advance without 
being detrimental for them. I 
pointed out it was unfortun- 
ate that the exploration well, 
had to be located right on the 
castle grounds. 

“They had a lot of reserva- 
tions, but we discussed it and 
they said subject to certain 
conditions they would be 
amenable to it” 

His efforts gained only 
minor attention in the local 
newspapers. But late last 
year, as soon as it became 
time for Mr. Oswald to get an 
actual drilling permit, the cri- 
tics started complaining. 
Britain’s feisty national 


mess got hold of the story, 
tilling newspapers with car- 
toons that showed the queen 


the oil tycoon from the TV 
show “Dallas.” Stories 
speculated about the tranquil 
gardens of Windsor Castle 
being defiled by oil pumping 
units, known in Britain as 
nodding donkeys. 

. Mr. Oswald says tbe 
attacks were coming frpm 
“uninformed and ill- 
informed scientists” although 
one strong objection came 
from a county councillor, Jim 
Lennox, a former oil com- 
pany executive who has been 
wells blow up and doesn’t 
want this happening at the 
900-year-old castle. 

Mr. Oswald plays down 
any possibility of a blowout 
and »tys images of an oil 
boom in Windsor are over- 
stated. 

Despite tbe uproar, Berk- 
shire county planning offi- 
cials gave Mr. Oswald the 
go-ahead. If he finds oil, he 
will need further permission 
to produce it. He says that 
can be done at a discreet 
distance from the castle, by 
drilling at an angle. 

The initial driHing Wfll cost 
about $800,000, Mr. Oswald 
believes. The results conld be 
lucrative. Mr. Oswald esti- 
mates the rocks under Wind- 
sor Castle could contain SO 
million barrels of oil or more 
— although nobody ever 
knows such things for certain 
until they drill. 

Mr. Oswald's optimism is 
based on seismic tests that 
have convinced him that 
Windsor Castie sits about 300 

metres above a reservoir. 
First, Mr. Oswald will have 
to drill through 230 metres of 
chalk, then expects to hit 70 
metres of clay before 
reaching a 30 metre layer of 
sandstone where he hopes to 
find oQ. 

This is the same geologic 
pattern that extends toward 
the south, where British Pet- 
roleum produces oQ from 
Britain’s biggest onshore 
field, Wytch Farm, albeit 
from modi deeper and older 
rode layers. 
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Oil industry changing 
rapidly — Price Waterhouse 


ADELAIDE (R) — Sales of 
state-owned petroleum op- 
erations will change the 
world oil industry over the 
rest of the decade and lead to 
new alliances, the chairman 
of Price Waterhouse’s World 
Petroleum Group said Mon- 
day. 

James Crump told the Au- 
stralian Petroleum Explora- 
tion Association’s (APE A) 
annual conference that crude 
oil prices have been falling in 
real terms since 1980, promp- 
ting a desperate need for 
funds to upgrade facilities 
and cut debt. 

But with oil prices ex- 
pected to remain flat in com- 
ing years due to modest eco- 
nomic activity, he said, the 
industry had to step up the 
pace of change and go global. 

“There will be increasingly 
fierce competition for scarce 
private sector capital as refor- 
mist governments kick out 
the sagging props from under 
state- run oil and gas enter- 
prises and phase out unrealis- 
tic subsidies for petroleum 
products,” Mr. Crump said in 
a speech to the conference. 

“The push towards globa- 
lisation is driven by the twin 
goals to cut exploration and 
development costs and find 
an elephant oil or gas field,” 


he pointed out. 

Mr. Crump said a Price 
Waterhouse and Petroleum 
Intelligence Weekly survey of 
80 companies from 39 coun- 
tries controlling 75 per cent 
of world production showed 
that 78 per cent of reserves 
were held by 10 state -owned 
companies, the largest being 
Saudi Aramco. 

The top 10 holders of natu- 
ral gas reserves were also 
state-owned. Russia's Gaz- 
prom was the biggest with 
output eight times as large as 
second-placed Royal Dutch/ 
Shell and reserves exceeding 
those of Iran or Qatar. 

Mr. Crump said the priva- 
tisation push was strongest in 
Latin America. 

Peru’s government was 
committed to privatising Pet- 
roperu, Argentina's YPF 
made an international offer- 
ing of 59 per cent in 1993, and 
Brazil was considering selling 
more Petrobras shares. 

He said Asia-Pacific na- 
tions were also looking to 
sell. 

Late last year China sold 
25 per cent "of the equity in 
Zhenhai Refining and Pet- 
rochemical and in 1993 floated 
30 per cent of Shanghai Pet- 
rochemical. 

He said Taiwan’s Chinese 


Petroleum Corp. reportedly 
' planned to sell a minority 
holding in 1997 and 
Malaysia's Petronas to hold a 
further float after selling part 
of its retail arm in 1993. 

Even in Europe, govern- 
ments were! reducing their 
stakes in oil. 

Spain was set to further 
reduce its holding in Repsol 
and Hungary planned to dis- 
pose of shares in MOL. 

Crump said the move to 
privatisation, as well as glo- 
balisation, was creating non- 
traditional alliances, such as 
the Aramco/Texaco joint 
venture Star Enterprises and 
the Pemex-Shell venture. 

“These and other alliances 
seek to match supply with 
demand for petroleum pro- 
ducts,” he said. “Expect to 
see more such alliances in the 
years ahead." 

Mr. Crump said the growth 
of natural gas as a power 
feedstock was also bringing 
significant change to the in- 
dustry. 

He said by 2010 natural gas 
was expected to provide 
more than a quarter of power 
generation in the main Pacific 
region economies, including 
Australia, Jap: ., and New 
Zeland. 


Dollar drops to new lows 


LONDON (R) — The dollar 
dropped to new lows Monday 
despite repeated intervention 
by the U.S. Federal Reserve 
(Fed) and dealers said any 
action to help the currency 
would have to be on a very 
big scale to change the mar- 
ket’s mood. 

The dollar fell to 86 yen in 
U.S. trading, its humblest 
level since World War n. 

Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin said the United States 
had intervened in currency 
markets because “this admi- 
nistration believes a strong 
dollar is in America’s in- 
terest.” 

For the first time since 
February 1992 the U.S. cen- 
tral bank intervened in Asian 
markets, buying dollars in 
Tokyo overnight. 

At the end of the Euro- 
pean trading day, dealers in 
New York said the Federal 
Reserve was again active in 
international markets, 
aggressively buying dollars 
for marks. 

They said there was no sign 
of any European central bank 
joining the Fed to support the 
dollar. 

“I don’t expect much 
change in sentiment until we 
get the U.S. administration 
not only telling but also con- 
vincing the market that they 
want a stronger dollar,” Pe- 
ter Wood, a dealer at Bank of 
Boston in London, said. 

With the dollar sliding 
almost continuously, the 
Tokyo stock market dropped 


4.7 per cent to its lowest since 
.August 1992. 

The strength of the yen, 
which has appreciated by 17 
per cent since the beginning 
of the year, threatened to 
squeeze Japanese ‘exporters’ 
profits and throttle a shaky 
economic recovery. 

Failure by the Bank of 
Japan to follow Germany’s 
example last week and diop a 
key interest rate was the 
latest trigger for the dollar's 
fall. 

Some dealers argued that a 
U.S. rate rise could bail out 
the dollar. But many eco- 
nomists believe even that 
would not halt the currency’s 
decline, which they link to 
the United States' big trade 
and budget deficits and the 
country's dependence ' on 
foreign capital to finance its 
economy. 

The markets will be closely 
watching U.S. jobs data on 
Friday for a guide to the 
performance of the U.S. eco- 
nomy. 

Worries about the weak- 
ness of the dollar and 
Japanese shares spilled over 
into Europe's stock markets, 
which showed modest gains 
on low trading volume. 

“There’s very little activity 
in the market today,” said 
one London share dealer. 
“The dollar and what hap- 
pened in Japan overnight are 
the main worries.” 

In Frankfort, dealers said 
floor trade was minimal with 
investors transfixed by tbe 


dollar’s continued weakness 
despite last Thursday’s Ger- 
man rate cut. 

In Tokyo, intervention to 
hold down the yen increased 
Japan's foreign exchange re- 
serves by S15.58 billion in 
March from tbe figure in 
February, taking the total to 
a record high amount. 

The reserves rose for the 
17th consecutive month to 
$141.52 billion, the Finance 
Ministry said Monday. 

The new rise, the biggest 
ever recorded in Japan, 
broke tbe previous record of 
$10.23 billion set in April 
1987. Tbe figure means that 
the country’s reserves have 
climbed by 39 per cent from 
the figure in March 1994 of 
$101.7 billion. 

The increase followed 
February's rise which shat- 
tered the previous record for 
foreign reserves of $125,2 bil- 
lion set by Germany in 
September 1992. 

Japan's Finance Ministry 
traditionally refuses to com- 
ment on the reasons for fluc- 
tuations in the reserves, but 
March's spectacular increase 
came after the Bank of Japan 
bad intervened massively to 
support the flagging dollar. 

The central bank has repe- 
atedly stepped into the mar- 
ket in recent weeks, buying 
dollars against the soaring 
yen in a bid to constrain the 
foil of tbe dollar. 


EU presses 
Egypt to open up 
trade, offers help 


CAIRO (R) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) is pressing 
Egypt to eliminate tariff bar- 
riers with Europe by the year 
2010 in return for billions of 
European Currency Units in 
aid to help Egyptian indus- 
tries compete with their 
European rivals. 

The European Union 
made the offer in a draft 
“partnership” agreement 
presented in Cairo Saturday 
at the start of two days of 
preliminary negotiations, EU 
officials said Monday. 

The agreement, similar to 
one signed with Turkey and 
to those under negotiation 
with Morocco and Tunisia, 
would also remove the remain- 
ing restrictions on Egypt's 
exports to the EU, bringing 
Egypt into a Mediterraneaen- 
European free trade zone. 

“So far the Egyptians have ‘ 
.one big: concern — how to 
open up their market without 
their industry going . down the 
drain,” one Eu official told 
Reuters on the sideliens of a 
a seminar at which the Euro- 
peans explained their plans to 
Egyptian businessmen. 

The EU’s Mediterranean 
director, Eberhard Rhein, 
told the seminar Monday that 
Europe, acting out of “en- 
lightened self-interest,” 
wanted to dose the gap in 
prosperity between, - the 
northern and southern shores 
of the Mediterranean. 

But Egyptians would have 
to do most of the work them- 
selves. including such steps as 
political democratisation and 
liberalising the media, he 
said. 

“We are both folly com- 
mitted to democracy, but it 
seems to mean something 
different here than it does in 
Europe...in Europe it means 
repladng a government when 
people think that’s good,” he 
said. 

“And as a benevolent but 
critical observer. I would say 
that judging by the newspap- 
er my hotel gives me, you are 


fo 


still Very for from taking part 
in the global sodety," he 
added. 

But the most complicated 
iart of the economic trans- 
irmation would be prepar- 
ing Egyptian industry, pro- 
tected by a customs duty reg- 
ime where rates of 70 per 
cent are common, he said. 

“The (Egyptian) govern- 
ment must resolutely step out 
of business and let businesses 
do what they do best. The 
duty of government is only to 
fix the conditions of a level 
playing-field,” he added. 

“Europe has a big respon- 
sibility to help you live up to 
the challenge... we can offer 
billions of European Curren- 
cy Units to mobilise those 
who want to partidpate,” he 
said. 

Egyptian businessmen at 
. the seminar complained that 
the European Union, while 
welcoming the free move- 
ment of goods and capital, 
baulked at the free move- 
ment of labour. 

“We've come to the limits 
of the multicultural sodety,” 
Mr. Rhein replied. *T cannot 
imagine we will have free 
movement of labour in my 
lifetime, or the lifetime of 
anyone in this room.” 

EU offidals said that in 
practice the only remaining' 
restrictions on Egyptian ex- 
ports were on cotton yarn 
and cloth.' where Egypt e’xer- 
dses voluntary restraints, and 
on oranges, where Egypt ex- 
ceeds a duty-free quota. 

But some European diplo- 
mats at the seminar said they 
doubted the Egyptian gov- 
ernment has the will to open 
up its market. 

“They will have to throw 
out 80 per cent of their leg- 
islation. That’s the challenge. 
As long as business remains 
stifled by government, they 
just won’t make it,” said one. 

The negotiators will meet 
again in Brussels in July, with , 
experts working on the agree- 
ment in the meantime. 


Industrial nations 
feel the heat at 
climate talks 


BERLIN (R) — Industrial- 
ised nations Scrambled Mon- 
day to put together a re- 
sponse to proposals from de- 
veloping countries that 
threaten to seize the initiative 
at the U.N.’s global dimate 
conference. 

At least 60 developing na- 
tions backed a proposal 
under which they would une- 
quivocally take on no new 
commitments on cutting 
emissions of so-called 
“greenhouse gases” while 
richer nations would be asked 
to make steep cuts. 

The draft brings together 
almost all major developing 
countries present at the 11- 
day Berlin conference, in- 
cluding regional powers India 
and China but exduding the 
group of oil procedures. 

Almost two days after it 
was drawn up, deeply divided 
industrialised countries still 
had no unified answer or 
proposal of their own for how 
to prevent the long-term cli- 
mate change which sdentists 
say may have catastrophic 
effects. 

“There’ll be discussion of 
the draft and we'll see what 
comes up,” chief U.S. nego- 
tiator Rafe Pomerance said. 

The United States, the 
world's biggest producer of 
carbon dioxide, the main 
greenhouse gas and a product 
of fossil fuel burning, has 
refused to commit itself to 
any cut in emissions next 
century but has pushed for 
developing countries to do 
more. 

It has found allies in other 
leading CXL producers such as 
Australia, Canada, Japan 
and New Zealand but has so 
far not managed to bridge the 
gap to die European Union * 
(EU), an advocate of dear 
reduction commitments. 

Erhard Jauck, chief nego- 
tiator of EU member and 
conference host Germany, 
said he expected the confer- 
ence to “concentrate its busi- 


U.N. report sees 4% growth 
rate continuing in East Europe 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
average four per cent real 
growth in gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) readied by East 
European countries last year 
will continue this year, 
thanks to the strength of their 
exports and despite lower 
direct foreign investment, a 
United Nations report said 
Monday. 

The study issued by the 
U.N. Economic Commission 
for Europe said that iin 1 1994, 
growth of real GDP in East 
European countries as a 
whole, exduding the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
State (CIS), had been posi- 


tive for the first time since 
1989. 

Those countries have now 
come through the hardest 
part of the transition from 
communism to a market eco- 
nomy approach, the report 
said, through it noted that 
-growth rates vary widely be- 
tween five percent in Poland 
and Slovenia and stagnation 
in Bulgaria and Croatia. 

The good performance of 
exports from the region 
shows the “dynamism of its 
markets and better access 
conditions” for its products 
on outside markets, said 
commission secretary-general 


Yves BertheloL in speaking to 
correspondents. 

He said foreign investment 
in the region had been “dis- 
appointing, low in volume 
nad concentrated in just a 
few countries,” foiling to be- 
come the driving force in 
East European economics 
that had been hoped for at 
the start of hte present de- 
cade. 

Direct Foreign investment 
will be onlyn $4.3 billion this 
year against $5 billion last 
year, he said. This led Mr. 
Berthelot to recommend the 
East European countries 
base their policies and 
strategy on national savings. 
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ANNUAL CARNIVAL. 


Now arrange the circled leoeis to 
lorn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Printanswirhen: jXIIKlll) 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbles: SNARL PARKA TALLOW POLICE 
Answer. Where the candidates stood before the 
election — POLLS APART 


■ ness more and more on find- 
ing a consensus working from 
the developing country 
draft." 

He stressed Germany did 
not accept all the contents of 
the draft. But by saying it was 
a useful basis for negotiations 
the set the EU clearly apart 
from the United States and 
put it under increasing press- 
ure to make concrete propos- 
als soon. 

The EU applied further 
leverage with comments from 
its Environment Commis- 
sioner Ritt Bjerregaard. She 
wrote in the daily Frankfur- 
ter Rundschau that the EU 
should cut emissions by a 
further 20 per cent between 
the year 2000 and 2010. 

The German hosts hope 
the Berlin conference will 
produce a mandate for a 
negotiating procedure lead- 
ing within two years to an 
internationally binding cli- 
mate protocol. 

They want this to include 
an acceptance that a pledge 
made by industrialised coun- 
tries in 1992 at the Rio 
“Earth Summit” — to cut 
emissions to 1990 levels by 
the year 2000 — is not adequ- 
ate to prevent dangerous 
man-made climate changes. 

Even this modest goal still 
looked remote Monday, 
making it increasingly likley 
that the 60 or more ministers 
due on Wednesday for the 
last three days of the confer- 
ence would have to untangle 
the knot. 

A further obstacle to prog- 
ress at the conference is the 
continued failure so far to 
agree on a voting procedure. 

Oil producers are holding 
out for consensus voting be- 
cause they fear losing mar- 
kets if commitments are 
made to cut CO? emmissions. 


Industry 
takes lion’s 
share of 
Syrian 
investment 


DAMASCUS (R) — Private 
sector investors in Syria 
pumped more than 233 bil- 
lion Syrian pounds ($5.54 bil- 
lion) into 1,252 projects over 
the past 42 months as the 
government eased state con- 
trols. 

Mohammed Surakbi, 
director of the Supreme 
Council of Investment, told 
Reuters investors put most 
money into the industrial sec- 
tor, spending 156.1 bOlion 
pounds ($3.71 billion), or 67 
per cent of overall invest- 
ments, on over 600 projects 
in the food, textile, chemical, 
engineering and medical sec- 
tors. 

“What we achieved during 
the last three and a half years 
is very encouraging,” Mt. 
Surakbi said. 

He said the government 
had recently allowed the pri- 
' vate sector to invest in state- 
dominated sectors such as the 
textile, cement, and sugar in- 
dustries in addition to marine 
transport in a bid to move 
towards a free market eco- 
nomy. 

The Syrian government has 
passed several laws aimed at 
encouraging private sector in- 
vestment in the counrry, 
which for decades followed 
centralised, socialist-style 
economic policies. 

Economic sources say pri-. 
vate investors welcome much 
laws but were eager for more 
incentives. 

The sources estimate that 
Syrians have over $100 billion 
in overseas banks and were 
waiting for a better invest- 
ment climate to bring their 
money home. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR TUESDAY APRIL 4, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

A1UES: (March 21 to April 19) Early you should schedule your 
raagnmeiit load, and then cany through with it without deviating, 
rina some new method for increasing your vitality. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Find new ways of getting your 
treats working more efficiently, but later be more economical in all 
of your activities today. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Early get some important matter 
handled at home and later show poise in handling tasfr in the 
outside world. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Communicate with others 
this morning and be certain your manner with partners is gentle and 
kind. Much care must be exercised in driving or walking. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Early handling of financial affairs is 
wrseand later do not take on any more obligations than you can 
handle easily. . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Get started on your personal 
plans early this morning since later today conditions are apt to be 
difficult. Postpone any appointments until later. 

LIBRA: (September 23 lo October 22) Plan today widely and carry 
through though you may encounter distractions this evening. Handle 
the tasks which will give you more free time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Look to a good friend for 
™ morain 8 since y°“ find acquaintances 

5 A 5P7 A S IUS: (November 22 to December 21) Get outside tasks 
handled this morning, and don’t get upset later if a higher-up 
upbraids you without cause or reason. P 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You get an idea early 
Kxtay but later you see the flaws in it, so put it aside for a whSeand 
pick it up another day when there are more benefits. • 

AQUAfelUS: (January 21 to February 19) Try to please your male 
this morning, and then handle your duties efficiently and conscien- 
tiously so there is great progress. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Have long talks today with a 
partner so that the relationship is upgraded and there wfl! be greater 
benefits for you tomorrow. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Fran Ragus 


ACROSS 
1 Intense desire 
5 Alton and 
Ffc-tfstone 
10 Kin of ihe 
pompono 

14 Regnn 

15 Construct a 
certain barricade 

16 Ostentatious 

17 Man 

IB Flash flood 
19 Beach sight 
SO Playiul mammal 
22 Highly slutted 

24 Ground cover 

25 Umtentifiad 
mama animal 

ZB Pig 

31 Hp 

32 Gives am cards 

again 

35 Vagrants 
37 Many 
30 Shove off 
39 Gam and 
Hayworth 
4Q Whale group 

41 Cubic meter 

42 Genesa name 

43 Mom mg 
moisture 

44 Medicinal 
portion 

45 Mom smutty 

47 Mreo 

48 Bend the head 

49 Lizardlike 
amphibian 

52 — Buddhism 

54 Where Ihe 
actions 

55 Shore 
59— .poor 

YoricW 

61 Dina at home 
83 ■— ZapaiaT 

64 Libertine 

65 Fur seed 

66 Copycat 

67 Used a plane 
60 Uptight 

69 Escapade 

DOWN 

1 CHheBo's Irland- 

2 Allowance tar 
waste 


l| 

li 

HI 

HI 

m 

fil 

■ 


■ 

§J 

■ 


■ 

1 

m 

■ 

■ 



C 1985 Turn 1Mb Senna, me. 
Mntgrtomaamd. 


3 Penny 

4 Detests 

5 Central bank lor 
the U S-; abbr. 

6 Meal 

7 Sidestep 

0 Discouraged 
tram actirn 
9 Walked 

10 Detected 

11 Lobster, tor one 

12 — time (never) 

13 Colored 
21 Gena 
23 Danson 

26 Pacino and 
Capp 

27 Hotbeds 

28 Ofd-Ume vlo8n 
2S Antelope 

30 OphUan 

33 Stow, musically 

34 Sptrtied horse 

36 VaBeita’e land 

37 Outstanding 
success 


Puzzle snhred: 
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40 Imbue 

41 Like shoes 

43 Most expensive 

44 Famty member 
48 Dock gp. 

47 Escargots 

50 Actress Susan 

51 Opponent 


52 Haider fora 
cotton i 

53 Israel! 

56 Palm 

57 Stale firmly 

58 LMfanl 

80 Make stitches 
62 Once catied 
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V-'Asc. - A review 

" sa-.VV*- 1 ^. of economic news 
.T,'^ r ‘ r '= .'i?ra tie Arabic press 
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^•.V 9 9^ 


ivestors 
\o develop 
)ead Sea 
bore soon 


' '■'"^☆The Jordan Valley Au- 
rt . ority will next week invite 

- ,\ J . *■ _ ose interested in investing 

; ■ the eastern shore of the 

rad Sea to fill the necessary 
' ■ ams. Water and Irrigation 

, [inister Saleh Irsheidat said 

_is ministry, in cooperation 
'I — .V fth the ministries of plan- 
_ " ' '. ? ;.ing and tourism and anti- 
aides, would provide all the 
>-" ecessary facilities to all loc- 
Arab and foreign inves- 
' : : ; >rs to enable them to utilise 

V' ie shore for touristic and 

' ledical treatment purposes. 

; r , Tie minister said studies 

^"•'■:'vere underway to specify 
\ T ' : . priorities and prepare Lnfras- 

*. “ :; r ructore designs for the first 

’ . “r . phase of a project tc develop 
- v’i 32-kilometre long ares 
:: ..vtarting from the northern 

_ ' jart of the shore (A! Ra'i). 

THE HIGHER ex- 
.*1 '"rhange rate for the German 
’ ' " nark and other European 
rurrencies have increased the 
. .. ... rosts of many medicines and 
~raby foods. The price of 
C£r&lac, for example, has 
'/. zone up by 15 per cent or, 
fils (A1 Dustour). 

IF CAR tyres are to be 
•nduded among the safety 
— -carts that are "being consi- 
dered for exemption from 
Anc lustoms, prices of new tyres 
c will drop by between 20 to 30 
; \p k__ . i aer cent. Tyre dealers and 
traders say a tyre now costing 
-••*D 35 will be selling for JD 25 
ehile another costing JD 25 

• - ;will drop to JD 18 if ex- 

• •- erupted from customs. Omar • 
riiyyan, a tyre agent, says 

•- ! prices will be positively and 

- x l noticeably affected with a 
tyre new priced at JD 30 
. _ -going down to JD 20 (A1 
_• . ’ ’Aswaq). 

.☆* THE HOUSING and 
’ ' Urban Development Cot- 
. poration executed 95 projects 
consisting of 35,000 housing 

• —units over the past 20 years. 

' According to the corpora- 
tion’s director general, these 

"projects, which cost JD 300 

- ' million, benefited 225,000 
people. He said that the cor- 

■ poration’s future plans for 

' : ' the coming five years include 

executing 21 housing projects 
. . .. ‘all over the Kingdom (A1 
. Aswaq). 

THE \1UNICIFALITY 
' - of Greater Amman (MoGA) 

' earned about JD 1 million 

. ^.from fees imposed on signs* 

‘ /placed on shops, side roads 
and electric poles. The 
’ MoGA charges JD 10 per 
' square metre on signs placed 
" on shops, JD 50 per year on 
each side-road sign and JD 20 
-• “.a year on a pole-sign. 

■ According to a MoGA offi- 
cial, the sign fee should be 
^aid by the person whose 

‘ appears on the trade 

’ ’ - j_::^licence and, as such. MoGA 
" "" :onsiders the signs placed by 
. a third party as a private 

agreement belwee 7i that par- 
||| . - ty and the licencees (At 
9 . Aswaq). 

8 fr-frAL MAFRAQ Food In- 

iustries Company has com- 
gbleted its registration proce- 

- ’lures and was given the right 
o operate by the comptroller 

» . >f Companies. The first 

ward of directors comprises: 
J| Hie Amman Bank for Invest- 

ggg - ^ nents, A1 Masira Investment 

r itf^ JmD2nv ’ Zahra' Real 
E • ^pfestate Investment Company, 
he National Portfolio Secur- 
• ' lies Company, the Fertile 
- 8 ' . - >escer*t Company, the Jor- 
• ... Ian Marketing Corporation, 

B M Mafraq Agricultural Com- 

W >any. Dr. Maher Shukri and 

. i^Shmad A1 Taher. The com- 
tiny’s capital is JD 12 mil- 
i • on, of which 75 per cent was 
« - I. aid. The founders have con- 
S < '^ibuted JD 58 per cent, or 
: . D 7 million, of the capital in 
- ‘ ^ Ja ind equity and JD 2 million, 
I ; ' ipresenting 17 per cent of 
' ie capital, in rash. The com- 
p ‘ . • -j^any’s objectives are to pro- 

jggi '/; ■ tree citrus concentrates in 
-Jj" ", 2n eral and orange in par- 
S ' 8 y ^ ar packing justice as 
: 9. '5 // ell as producing grapefruit 

ices, hummos (chickpeas), 
>ol (fava beans), tomato 
aste and tomato sauce (AI 
•nstour). 



Strong gold 
market may not 
t>e ready to soar 


LONDON (R) — The gold 
market is in its strongest 
buying phase for months but 
might not be ready to push 
beyond $400 an ounce, bul- 
lion analysts said Monday. 

Gold bullion was fixed at 
$392.25 an ounce Monday, its 
highest level since October 
1993. A week ago it was $10 
lower and languishing. 

Silver was at a five-month 
high of $5.3015 an ounce. 

Now the market pulse is 
raring towards $400 for gold, 
a value not seen since the 
peak of the last bull market in 
August 1993. 

“The $400 price could 
come a little too quickly. It 
would be better if prices con- 
solidated here for a while,” 
said Andy Smith, precious 
metals analyst with Union 
Bank of Switzerland. 

Gold began to glow after 
the Bundesbank lowered in- 
terest rates last Thursday, 
hinting that the most 
inflation-conscious central 
.bank in the world might be 
easing its grip. 

“What potential investors 
are looking for are signs that 
monetary policy is easing 
(and therefore the risk of 
inflation is higher). A lot of 
potential gold buyers were 
waiting for signs of weakness 
by the Bundesbank," Mr. 
Smith pointed out. 

Investment funds rushed to 
buy gold after the foreign 
exchange markets sent the 
dollar to even lower levels 
against the mark than before 
the German interest rate cut. 

The combination of no 


clear move by the U.S. 
Federal Reserve (Fed) cen- 
tral bank to support the dol- 
lar and the Bundesbank 
lowering its rates “must be 
the happiest signs for gold for 
many, many months,” Mr. 
Smith said. 

He noted that both dollar- 
priced gold and oil were at 
their highest of the year 
which the investor would see 
as an indication the dollar 
was profoundly week. 

Gold has traditionally been 
a safe haven in times of infla- 
tion and . currency turmoil. 
But high interest rates reduce 
its attractions again interest 
yielding assets like bonds. 

Ted Arnold, analyst at 
Merrill Lynch Futures Re- 
search, said gold prices 
seemed to have established a 
base at $385 where buying 
would be triggered but with a 
ceiling at around $395. 

“European and Asian trad- 
ers are taking the view that 
gold will be a good two-day 
market for some time to 
come. The trick is getting out 
before the Fed raises rates,” 
Mr. Arnold said. 

Gold producers were also 
watching closely trying to 
judge when to sell gold for 
delivery at future dales to lock- 
in current attractive prices. 

“It looks as though they 
are waiting too. But any- 
where above $395 should • 
the volumes increase,' 1 a 
dealer said. “That could cap 
the rally there unless the 
funds really get the bit be- 
tween their teeth.” 
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Mem 

USD'O* 

jn/Gm" 

Mrtal 

L'SD/Or 

Gold 

392.55 

7.60 

Silm 

5.33 


Central Buadt of Jerdin 

Currency 
U.S. Dollar 
Sterllnc Pound 
Darlxfic Marfa 


Fmw* Franc 
Japanese Vo>* 
Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Kronn 
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DM 

OtTw 

0.4650 

0.6170 

I.I07Z 

1. 1127 

0.4962 

0.4917 

0.6036 

0.6066 



0.7177 

0.7976 

0.4434 

0.4456 



0,0400 

0.0402 


| Belgian Franc 


Otter Camndet 


Current} 

Did 

OETer 

tahratoi Dicar 

f .1010 

7. <130 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.042515 

0.047550 

Saudi Rlyai 

0.F1ZJ ' 

0-1134 

ICav-r.lit Diner 

t .3170 

2.3700 

Qalari ffivaS 
Ksjpliaci Pnund 

0.7170 

0.7900 

0.H12 

0.2100 

Omani Rlyai 

7.7700 


UAE Dtrhan 

0.7*59 

0.7672 

Grce.'; Dructma‘ r 

0.2650 

0.3765 

Cj-priol Puaiid 

1.4270 

J.5350 


IE3SCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Monday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 


1.3984/94 

1.3780/00 

1.5416/36 

1.1296/16 

28.28/32 

4.S185/35 

1723.6/8.6 

86.75/85 

7.3950/50 

6.1730/80 

5.4533/83 

$1.6170/90 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders _ 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs- • 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Top executives 


son 


LONDON (R) — Peter Bar- 
ing and Andrew Tuckey, the 
two men who led the Once 
prestigious Barings Invest- 
ment Bank, Monday had 
their resignations finally 
accepted by the new owners 
Internationale Nederlanden 
Groep (ING). 

The two had offered their 
resignations as soon as ING 
took over last month but had 
been asked to stay on until 
the British authorities Came 
up with a report on the dis- 
astrous derivatives trading by 
their trader in Singapore, 
Nick Leeson, that pushed 
Barings to the brink. 

But no report on the events 
is now likely for months and 
Mr. Baring and Mr. tuckey 
derided to go sooner rather 
than later. 

Sources dose to Barings 
say ING is dismayed that the 
Board of Banking Supervi- 
sion is not expected to com- 
plete its investigation for 
another two months because 
this is restricting the rehabi- 
litation of the Barings acme 
:n the financial markets. 

The board comprises three 
Bank of England (BOE) 
members — the governor, 
deputy governor and the 
director in charge of ban’tirjg 
supervision, Brian Quinn. 

‘BOE Governor Eddie 
George said last wee!; thzt 
tosrd would net Snish 

.'rv.-’sv?grt;:;;g the Biriags sag^ 

I'ct two months. He added 
that the report on the lessons 
to be learnt from the inves- 
tigation could take a further 
three months to compile. 

The B^iik of England says 
the board’s task is a complex 
one and insists it had not 
indicated that the report 
would be available sooner. 

But staff at Barings are 
unhappy that a cloud will be 


hanging over the bank for 
months to come. 

“The investigation is tak- 
ing a very long time,” said 
one source close to Barings, 
“and some clients were not 
happy that prominent mem- 
bers of the old guard were 
still there.” 

But sources made it dear 
that the pressure for Mr. 
Baring and Mr. Tuckey to 
depart had not come from 
ING. 

“ING itself is relatively re- 
laxed,” one Barings soilrce 
said. “They have put no 
pressure on at all but the fact 
That the report is going to 
take so long meant it was 
difficult for those who may 
figure prominently to hang 
on.” 

Both Mr. Baring and Mr. 
Tuckey have severed their 
links with Barings PLC, the 
old Bcrings holding company 
which is still under adminis- 
tration, and Mr. Baring has 
also cut the cord from tbe 
Barings part of ING where he 
hc.d been a member of a 
committee advising the board 
of the new Baring Holding 
Company Ltd. 

Ivlr. Baring had devoted his 
whole working life to the 
bank which carried his fami- 
ly's name and had spent near- 
ly 15 year; as ch.rirman. A 
retire;! cri beckoned 
but die scandai of hundreds 
of millions of pounds lost in 
derivatives trading on Far 
East markets has left those 
plans in tatters. 

Mr. Tuckey, who over re- 
cent years has been credited 
with developing Barings into 
a modern investment bank, 
was more involved with the 
daily running of Barings since 
ING tookover. 
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I A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeh 


& F^SDIESS ©FREES \ 
& SE3GPS F©6» SALE j 

!n Wadi Saqra 
100 sq.m. — 400 sq.m. 
Central heating and air- 
condition. 

For more details call: I 
Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609 
/810S20, Fax: 810520 



^^Flat.O/TEL 

^■SECURITY 
^ HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY 

All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
4 ij 4-Al.M 
iAUa. ^ol l c. jluLU 4 jS^L*H 

863944 - 8*16690 


RENTA CAR 


Ym-r First Choice 
£ j Car Rental 


Shmeisani 
Tel- 693399 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
.fatoiman 

saSESbS 

REAL ESTATE 


' I kTiov/er Fresh" cleaning 

u j£ 2 for homes and businesses 

-Eaglb** | | 



CARPET CLEANING 


3i 3 FURNITURE CLEANING 




TEL 836692 


1 7:=rT:": rirrsi; 


JVJMMAJST riWANClAt MARKET 
HOUSING BARR CBSTES AMMAN - StKEISANI 
TELT PHONE l 660170 / 663170 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MOOT A i' 03 '04/1995 


COMPANY'S KAKE 


ARAB RANK Pic 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NEW 

BANK OF JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BARK. 

THE HODSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GULF BASK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT 6 FINANCE BANK 
BEIT BLMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR BOOSING 
AMMAN BANK TOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

BANXS SECTOR 


UNITED INSURANCE 
ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 
JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
ARAB LIFE fi ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
DELTA INSURANCE 


NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 


V?.Ll'E PREV. CL'??::. 
TRADED CLOSING PRICT 
JD PRICE 


239420 

61533 

7SSC 

its 

4315 

61504 

44662 

22825 

234646 

13518 

9178 

21282 

187675 

67407 


195.000 
1,690 
..570 
3.360 
1,450 
0. 210 
2.930 
1.300 
3. 950 
3.500 
3.650 
3.160 
1.260 
1.370 


196. OCG 
4.670 
C .590 
3.560 
1.450 
6.240 
2.900 
1.350 
3.960 
3.500 
3.710 
3.140 
1.250 
1.390 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /NEW 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CENTER 

JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALRA'I 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST & COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT £ EDUCATION 

SERVICES SECTOR 


ATTANQSEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

THE ARAB POTASH/NEW 

JORDAN PETROLEUM KBZTIfARX 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL 6 AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

THE PUBLIC MINING 

SPINNING & WEAVING 

RAFXA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT fi XNZRNAT ZONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMXNIUH INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK G POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING & TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEHXCAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

ALAPDIN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ZOTUSTRIES £ MATCH/ JIMCO 

NATIONAL CABLE £ WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULPHO— CHEMICALS 

ARAB C EN TE R FOR PBARM. fi CHEMICALS 

KAWTHER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 


INDEX NUMBER: 165.44 
CHARGE » +0.44* 


20128 INDEX NUMBER: 135. BO 
CHANGE : -O.IO- 

192S4 1.670 1.660 

188323 1.590 l.SSC 

1130531 6.700 7.040 

163272 6.-150 6.770 

25033 3.G60 3.040 

33706 2.203 2.27C 

1645 l.t:-3 1.140 

23070 1.100 1.06C 

38976 10.r=0 10.SOC 

183176 2.600 2.5£C 

23246 3.320 5.350 

1833260 INDEX KtiXBZ?.: 141.17 
CHANCE s *1-535 


GRAND TOTAL 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


2.14C 

2.200 

1.200 

1.23C 

•*. 200 

,.:=o 

.T10 

• 7CC 

4.720 

- . 55 C 

1.563 

4. . t ' j -J 

2.270 

Z.2iC 

2.6CO 

1.5S0 

3.63C 

3. £50 

2.050 

2.070 

INDEX KCKBETil 121.89 


: ♦C-.l!. 1 

INDEX NUMB EAs 145.83 

CHANG B 

: *0.42* 


Cafe' . . 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE’ 

Sweifiyeh 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sSao 30% tegcr 

• Pfmo onHorgG- 
saoat 20 x 30 _tm 


ioquette 

/ Restaurs 


— ^ f Restaurant j 

l, FRENCH QUI|| 

■ Mi 

I'isw 5 k1nue fsj t 


\ £ -V S 

r*5> om ISevV - •! t»P 


&{ [*•“* I 

7 i 


Shme»KuU-jQpp. Grindtays 
Bank. Photier«WM2 
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RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 

AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 

TEL :6 / 819676 
FAX: 6 / 819676 
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Tapas- 

Open ‘Daily, 

from 

12a.m. - 12p.m. 

■Jdv! Anmuvi. 3rd circle 
Td. 0150 61 




SZEGHWAN BARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

Topical CM—— Foods 


| OpalLX-UeAaB-ltdm^t \ 

Takm away is anOabie 

Shtd AMrab Strut 
Um Uthainah Comnardat CanW 

TeL: 88117A 
.Once Tatted 


MING-SHENG 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 

Best Service. i 
Best Atmosphere m Amman { 
Deir Ghbar - Americar, f 
Embassy Sir. near Bayiuna ] 
Housing Estate j 

Open j 

Lizsn - p.fin. i 
t 6:$9 - Vl:3Q p.m. \ 
\ ^ YqLz ti/SICvO - 


Hrino ~~ 1 wrim 


EXPRESS LUNCH 


45 Minutes - In and Out ! 

' SOT SALAD . nm choice 0f . 

* Grilled Chicken with Zurich sauce 
’ Grilled Fillet with pepper sauce 

* Piccata Limone ( veal ) 

* Grilled Hemmour Provincial 
COFFEE - CHOCOLATE HOOffD 


883944 - SWKCS^S'a'KZr 


One ounce of gold $392.10/392.50 


REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS 


You 'w Seen The 
Rest Now Try The 

Best 

Widest Selection Most 
Reasonable Rates 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

FULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORGANIZATION 


4.8* 


i 1pm Mi m M «• rk-w.i. 



precision 

TaiiorinS 

A ltcrati°' 


ENGLISH 

SPEAKING 

STAFF 



CfeySTAt/ 


-FaAloaAAcceaorus 

i m 


Quality Furnished Suites ! 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


Unique gold & gems jewelry. 









Seles attacker freed 


HAMBURG (AP) — The 
man convicted of stabbing 
tennis- star Monica Seles re- 
mained free Monday ori a 
two-year suspended prison 
sentence after a judge re- 
jected an appeal by pro- 
secutors and the injured 
athlete's attorney to put the 
attacker in prison. 

Judge Gertraut Goering 
upheld the sentence given 
in October 1993 to east 
German Guenter Parche 
after he knifed Seles in the 
back during a tennis 
tournament, so that his 1 
idol, German tennis player 
Steffi Graf, could again be- 


come No. 1 in the world. 

. Seles, 21, has not played., 
professional tennis since; 
then. 

She and prosecutors had 
appealed Parches convic- 
tion on a charge of grievous 
bodily injury, asking for a 
conviction of attempted 
manslaughter, and a prison 
term instead of a sus- 
pended sentence. 

The judge said testimony 
from Seles herself would 
have been needed to con- 
vict Parche on a more se- 
rious charge. 

‘"We assume that Par- 
che ’s act is the reason that 


Seles is not' able to play 
tennis anymore, but this 
can't be said with certainty 
because Miss Seles was not 
willing to testify in court," 
the judge said. 

Seles wrote a letterto the 
court, saying Parche’s 
attack had “destroyed my 
life." 

The judge accepted testi- 
mony by police officers and 
psychiatrists who said that, 
. aside from his fixation on 
. Graf and Seles, Parche was 
harmless. 

“The evaluations were 
both positive. Both experts 
expect that he will never be 
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File photo showing Monica Seles grimacing in pain after she 
was stabbed at the Hamburg Open April 1993 (AFP photo) 











File photo showing security personnel anrest- 
mg Guenter Parche (centre) who attacked and 
' stabbed then world No. 1 Monica Sdes with a 


large knife at the Hamburg Open 30 April 
1993 (AFP photo) 


moved to do something like 
that again," the judge said. 

“We can’t rule out that 
he meant to do more than 
he did to Miss Seles, but we 
also can't prove this," the 
judge said. 

The judge said Parche's 
confession and his written 
letter of apology to Seles 
counted to his credit. 

Prosecutor Rolf Rosenk- 
ranz had acknowledged in 
his closing arguments, 
“from the previous life of 
the accused, there is no- 
thing to show that he was 
aggressive.” 

But Rosenkranz said the 
40- year-old Parche should 
be imprisoned because he 
had carefully planned the 
attack, because it was car- 
ried out in public, and was 
in part based on political 
prejudices. 

Parche had. spoken of his 
dislike of Serbs. Sdes, an 
ethnic Hungarian, was 
born in the Serbian area of 


Yugoslavia and is now an 
American citizen. 

On April 30, 1993, Par- 
che Stabbed Seles, then 19 
years old, in the back wbile 
she was sitting on a bench 
during a break in her match 
at a tournament at Ham- 
burg's Rothenbaum sta- 
dium. 

Seles' psychologist, Jerry 
Russel May. of Reno, 
Nevada, testified that she 
was suffering post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 
She has trouble doing nor- 
mal, public daily tasks, 
such as going to the grocery 
store. May testified. 

But homicide detective 
Rolf Bauer, who headed 
the interrogation of Parche 
after the attack, testified at 
the appeal hearing that 
Parche had givne a credible 
explanation that he didn't 
want to maim Seles for life, 
only put her out of action 
until Graf could regain the I 
top spot in women's tennis. 


CAR FOR SALE 

☆ 1992 BMW-3181, automatic, A/C, dark blue 

☆ Customs not paid. 

☆ Price JD (11000) 

Call Tel.: 816096 - 
(9-1) a.m. and (4-7) p.m. 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

Independent two storey building, 900 sq.m, is 
available for sale or rent. Suitable for embassy 
offices, medical clinics or hospital. 

Located in Jabal Amman, 3rd Circle, near 
Khalidi Hospital, opposite Free Zone Offices. 

For further details, call -Tel.: 

* n. *,**>602241 Amman. ■■■_. 
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70'S BEER NIGHT 
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NigerUfir ‘Sunday Otiseb (right) of Reggiana 
evades a tackle by Inter Milan's Dutch star 


Dennis£er^amp during tbtir Uaiiari Serie A 
match. Inter beat Reggiana 1-0 (AFP photo) 


Martinez wins first title of ’95 


Tel. 

689671/21 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 


A leading Hospitality institute is seeking 
a female Housekeeping manager 

1. English Or European native Speaker. 

2. Creative personality. 

3. Experience is Helpful. 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND. 
South Carolina (AP) — Con- 
chi ta Martinez wrapped up 
her first title of the year in 
efficient and effective 
fashion, whipping Magdalena 
Maleeva 6-1, 6-1 on Sunday 
to win her second straight 
Family Circle Cup. 

Martinez, who at times 
played ragged tennis, was 
rarely challenged by 
.Maleeva, who lost each of 
her seven service games. 

“I was a little bit surprised 
at the speed of the match." 
said Martinez, who won in 58 
minutes. “I expected a bit of 
a tougher match." • 

Things haven't been tough 
for Martinez, No. 4 in the 
world, for most of the tourna- 
ment. She lost only one set in 
five matches and took 36 of 
her final 41 games. Aside 
from her quarterfinals match 
win Iva Majoli, Martinez 
□ever was in danger of losing. 

Against Majoli, Martinez 


trailed a set and 3-0 in the 
second before winning the 
next 12 games. A dominating 
6-1, 6-2 victory over Natasha 
Zvereva in the semis came 
before the match with 
Maleeva. 

“It was important that I 
came back from nearly los- 
ing," Martinez said. “That 
doesn't happen too often.” 

The first set against 
Maleeva took 24 minutes. 
Martinez's only bobble came 
during the third game when 
she made four straight errors 
and lost her serve at love. 

Martinez dropped six 
points in the last four games, 
clinching the set when she 
came in behind a 160 kph (99 
mph) serve for a forehand 
putaway. 

Maleeva, who moved up to 
ninth in t(ie world with her 
showing, changed tactics at 
the start of the second set. 


before succumbing. 

“I thought, ‘now, I have a 
chance.' But she didn't give 
me many chances," said 
Maleeva, who has readied 
the finals in four of her past 
six tournaments. 

Martinez regained control 
almost immediately, winning 
12 straight points to go up 
5-1. Three Maleeva errors, 
the last a long service return, 
finished the match. 

“I was playing a little too 
passive and she took advan- 
tage," said Martinez, who 
finished with 36 unforced 
errors to Maleeva’s 11. 

The Spaniard, oversha- 
dowed by countrywoman and 
No. 1 -ranked Arantxa San- 
chez Vicario, has had to work 
through much since winning 
Wimbledon last July. Her 
only tournament win be- 
tween then and here was at 
Stratton Mountain, Ver- 


coming to the net more often . mont, two weeks later. Cri- 
to pressure Martinez. She hes have labelled her one- 


. East- West vulnerable. N 
deals. 

NORTH 
« 10 5 2 
A Q 10 8 4 3 
A3 

* J 4 

WEST EAST 

* Q 9 8 6 4 * J 7 

"82 7 J 9 7 5 

v 9 : J 10 8 6 

* 10 9 875 + K 6 2 

SOUTH 

* A K 3 
K 

VKQ7542 

* A Q 3 

Tbe bidding: 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 

CIW4 Intun uw Sm. X 

DIFFERENT CAME, DIFFERENT STRATEGY 


broke the Spaniard's serve to 
tie it at 1-all and took tbe 


dimensional and called her a 
player who flounders at cri- 


next game to seven dueces tical junctures. 


North East 
1 T Pass 
2 ? Pass 

6 7 Pass 

6 * Pass 


South West 
2 v Pass 

4 NT Pass 

5 NT Pass 
8 NT Pass 


Opening lead: Ten of * 

We've written before about the 
differences between duplicate and 
rubber bridge. To test your skill at 
both these forma of the game:decide 


Cinema 


how you would play six no trump 
after the lead of the ten of clubs, 
ducked in dummy and by East. 

Note that, with no fit for partner 
or self-sustaining suit. South re- 
sponded with a simple two dia- 
monds despite holding more than 
half the points in the deck. When 
North could do no more than rabid 

hearts, South launched into Black- 
wood and settled 1 for the small alum 
in no trump. 

There are 12 tricks oft the top if 
diamonds break 3-2, if hearts are 3-3 
or the jack of hearts folia doubleton 
or, on the lead, if the long hearts and 
long diamonds are not held by the 
same defender. That makes declarer 
an overwhelming favorite to make 
the slam and. after the dub lead, an 
overtrick is not out of the question. 


Tel.: 634144 | Gnema 


In duplicate, therefore, we would 
cash the king </f hearts at trick two, 
cross to the ace of diamonds then 
try to run a raid suit. As the cards lie, 
when declarer concedes a diamond 
East is able to cash the jack of 
hearts for the setting trick. 

The expert rubber bridge player 
has no difficulty with the hand. Af- 
ter cashing the king of hearts, de- 
clarer simply leads a low diamond 
from band and ducks in dummy! 
Declarer wins tbe dub return (as 
good as any I, crosses to the ace of 
diamonds to cash the ace and queen ] 
of hearts, then returns to hand to 
run the diamonds. In all, declarer 
nukes two spades, three hearts, five 
diamonds and two dubs — exactly 
the right number. 


WTA tennis rankings 

1. Arantxa Sanchez (Spa): 

2. Steffi Graf (Ger) 

3. Mary Pierce (Fra) 

4. Conchita Martinez (Spa) 

5. Jana Novotna (Case) 

6. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 

7. Gabriels Sabatini (Arg) 

8. Kimlko Date (Jpn) 

9. Magdalena Maleeva (Bid) 

10. Natalia Zvereva (Blr) ■ 

11. Alike Haber (Ger) 

12. Mary- Joe Fernandez (USA) 

13. Iva Majoli (Cro) 

14. Naoko Sawamatsu (Jpn) 

15. Brenda Schultz (Ned) 

16. Amy Frazier (USA) 

17. Lori McNeil (USA) 

18. Jnlie Halard (Fra) 

19. Amanda Coetzer (S. Africa) 

20. Judith Wiesner (Aus). 


299,44 Pts. 
298,82 
223,05 
-189,12 
174,97 
147,92 
137.57 
128,07 
115,17 
104,41 
103,43 
94,70 
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Ceron 

makes 

London 

marathon 

history 

LONDON (AFP) — Mex- 
ican Dionicio Ceron won a 
dramatic head-to-head with 
Australian Steve Moneghetti 
here on Sunday to retain his 
London marathon title — 
and become tbe first man to 
win the race twice. 

Ceron won in 2br OSmin 
30secs, ahead of the Com- 
monwealth champion after 
the two fought out a sprint 
over the final 200m. 

The 29-year-old winner's 
time was the second fastest 
for the event. The record is 
held by Welshman Steve 
Jones, who ran 2:08.16 in 
1985. 

The winning duo had run 
side by side to whittle down a 
big lead established by Por- 
tugal's Antonio Pinto, tbe 
champion in 1992. 

Ceron, 29, was delighted 
with his performance, saying: 
“I wasn’t too worried when 
Antonio Pinto was ahead be- 
cause I bad confidence in 
myself and felt very strong 
over the last four miles. 

“I think the pace was too 
fast and it was too windy for 
him to do it all on his own,” 
added the 29-year-old. 

Pinto conceded he thought 
the race was his after he had 
broken way but said he was 
confused by the markers. 

“I had trouble knowing 1 
where I was because all the 
markers were in miles and 
I'm used to kilometres,'" he 
said. 

“I thought I was going to 
win. But I had to run against 
the wind for the last Jew 
kilometres and that did me 
in. 

“Steve Moneghetti and 
Dionicio Pinto were able to 
help each other and when 
they went past me I was too 
tired to stick with them," he 
added. 
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Juventus clash with 
Borussia Dortmund today 

PARIS (AFP) — Borussia Dortmund’s Latin feet and 
influx of Italian league players have assured the dub's place 
among Europe’s elite, according to the dub's former star 
Hans Tilkowsly. 

Tilkowsky, who kept goal in Dortmund’s 1966 European 
Cup Winners’ Cup winning side, predicted a fruitful future 
for the dub, who travel to Juventus in the UEFA Cup , 
semi-final first leg on Tuesday. 

Bayer Leverkusen face Parma in the other UEFA Cup 
dash, making the competition a Germany/Italy battle for 
European supremacy. 

Dortmund meanwhile must forget their 6-1 thrashing on 
aggregate in the UEFA Cup final two years against the 
Italian giants. 

But former Italian league players, Andreas Moller, 
Matthias Sammer, Stefan Reuter and Karlheinz Riedle 
now combine for a more foimidable adversary. 

No club is dearly dominating Europe, said Tilkowskoy, 
who kept goal for West Germany in the 4-2 loss to England 
in the World Cup final, adding: “I think Dortmund can 
pjay a top role in international terms." 

The "Latin feel" of the club was also significant. He 
added: “If you go to a match at the Westfalonstadion these 
days, the atmosphere is so hot that- you can imagine 
yourself .to be in southern Europe." 

However Dortmund have lost their key striker from 
Switzerland Stephane Cbapuisat through injury for the 
rest of the season. ’ 

The 25-year-old face 1 ? surgery after tearing knee ligaments 
training with Borussia Dortmund on March 16, just two 
days after scoring one goal and creating another in their 2-0 
quarter-final, second leg win over Lazio. 

Dortmund’s Matthias Sammer pulled out of Germany's 
March 29 win over Georgia with an Achilles tendon 
injury. German coach Berti Vogts quashed rumours 
Sammer was rerally saving himself for European action. 

“He’s an extremely scrupulous and professional player," 
Vogts said. “He has tried to train, but he's really 
suffering. " 

Juventus, angry at the lack of spectators turning out to 
watch them, are to play the home-leg in Milan. 

The Italian first division leaders are railing to pull-in the 
crowds to their Delle Alpi stadium. Only 20,000 turned out 
to watch them beat Eintracht Frankfurt in the quarter- 
finals in the stadium that holds 71,000. 

By switching to AC Milan's San Siro stadium which holds 
85,000, the club hopes that tens of thousands of their 
supporters in the Milan area will turn out to support them. 

Meanwhile Bayer Leverkusen, the 1988 UEFA Cup 
winners, gave an interesting yardstick of title chancs should 
they meet Dortmund in the final. 

On March 18, Leverkusen handed out a 3-0 thrashing to 
the German league leaders — Dortmund's second loss in 
two weeks after being unbeaten for six months. 

Meanwhile, Parma's Faustino Asprilla is available for 
selection after his suspension in the quarter-final, second 
leg against Denmark’s Odense. 

UEFA Cup semi-finals, first leg 

Juventus, Italyn v Borussia Dortmund, Germany 
Bayer Leverkusen, Germany v Parma, Italy. 


Magic miss Hardaway in 
119- 112 defeat to Lakers 


SAN 'ANTONIO ,(R) — The 
Spurs are getting along with- 
out Dennis just fine, the 
Knicks won without Patrick, 
but the Magic missed Anfer- 
nee on Sunday. 

In San Antonio, Sean 
Elliott scored 30 points and 
David Robinson had 23 
points and 14 rebounds as the 
streaking Spurs won their 
11th straight game, overcom- 
ing a season-high 45 points 
from Charles Barkley to beat 
the Phoenix Suns 109-106. 

The Spurs, who haven’t 
lost since March 12, im- 
proved to 8-0 since re bound- 
er par excellence Dennis 
Rodman went down with a 
separated shoulder. 

“I think they thought they 
could beat us without Dennis 
Rodman but eveiyone picked 
it up and played on emo- 
tion," said Elliott. “But emo- 
tion is what you need in the 
playoffs so we’ll let emotion 
carry us if we have to." 

San Antonio, which has 
the best record in the NBA at 
52-18, has won seven straight 
home games and is 25-2 at the 
Alamodome since December 
12 . ’ 

Phoenix lost for the fourth 
time in six games. 

“We’ve got to figure out a 
way to stop Sean Elliott,” 
said Barkley. “He made all 
the plays the last time (a 
105-100 San Antonio win) 
and he made them all today.” 

At ‘New Jersey, John 
Starks scored 26 points and 
teamed with backcourt mate 
Hubert Davis to lead the 
New York Knicks te*a 94-85 
comeback victory over the 
Nets despite playing the 
second half without Patrick 
Ewing. 

Ewing was ejected along 
with New Jersey's Rick 
Mahorn for a scuffle with 
1:06 left in the first half. 

New York outscored the 
Nets 25-11 in the fourth quar- 
ter. Davis finished with 17 
points, 15 of them In the 
second half. 

At Los Angeles, Eddie 


Jones scored 11 of his 17 
points in the fourth quarter as 
the Lakers handed the Orlan- 
do Magic — playing without 
star point guard Anfemee 
Hardaway — a 119-112 de- 
feat, and clinched a playoff 
birth. 

Cedric Ceballos bad 33 
points and Sedale Threatt 
contributed 19 for Los 
Angeles. 

Shaqirille O'Neal scored 27 
points, pulled down 12 re- 
bounds. and dished out six 
assists for Orlando (53-19) 
and Brooks Thompson had a 
career-best 20 points filling in 
for Hardaway. 


lead die Charlotte Hornets to 
a 105-92 victory over the 
Heat. 

The loss was tire fourth in 
five games for tbe Heat, who 
slipped 1 Vi >games behind 
Boston in the battle for the 
eighth and final playoff spot 
in the Eastern Conference. 

Glen Rice led Miami with 
30 points. 

In Boston, Sherman Doug- 
las had 27 points and 10 
assists as the Celtics held off a 
late rally to defeat the Dallas 
Mavericks 94-87. 

Jama] Mashbum led Dallas 
with 30 points. 

In Cleveland, Dikembe 


NBA ROUNDUP 


Hardaway missed the game 
after feeling lightheaded dur- 
ing the shootaround and was 
taken xo a. hospital. Hard- 
away has been buthered by a 
sore throat and strep throat 
for the past two weeks and 
has lost 10 pounds (5 kg) over 
the last 10 days. 

In Seattle, Shawn Kemp 
scored 13 of his 21 points in 
the first quarter and the Su- 
personics cruised to their 
seventh straight win, 105-83 
over the Atlanta Hawks. 

Gary Payton added 21 
points added 21 points for the 
So nics (51-20), who moved 
into first place in the Pacific 
Division, a half-game ahead 
of Phoenix. 

The Hawks have dropped 
five of their last seven games. 

In Miami, Alonzo Mourn- 
ing and Hersey Hawkins 


Detroit 
New York 
San Antonio 
Indiana 
Boston 
Seattle 
Charlotte 
Denver 
L.A. Lakers 


RESULTS 
Washington 
' New Jersey 
Phoenix 
Portland 
Dallas 
Atlanta 
Miami 
Cleveland 
Orlando 


>!! 
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scored 22 points apiece to 
Mutombo bad a triple-double 
with 18 points, 18 rebounds 
and 10 blocks, and Jalen 
Rose's foul-line jumper with 
50.8 seconds left lifted the 
Denver Nuggets to their third 
straight win, 104-101 over the 
Cavaliers. 

Mahmoud Abdul-Raufr 
scored 32 points and Reggie' 
Williams added 27 and 10 
rebounds for Denver. ' 

Mark Price, who missed 
two 3-point attempts in the-, 
last seconds, scored 21 for? 
Cleveland, which is now ti«ls 
with Chicago in the fifth play-^ 
off spot in the Eastern Con-1 
fere nee. 

Denver moved a hatf-gaine| 
ahead of Sacramento into tfad| 
eighth spot in the Western! 
Conference. % 
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LAD 


Tel.: 699238 




Tom Hanks ' 
in 

Forrest Gump 

Shows: 1230, 3:15. 6:15, 9:15 


Andy Garcia — Mee Ryan 
in 

When A Man Loves A Woman 

Shows: 12.-30..330. 5, 6:30. 8:30. 10-J0 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD ‘1* 

Comedian star: Adel Imam — 

Bakhit & Andadileh 

Shows: 1230, 3:15. 6:00, 8:30. 11:00 

CONCORD <2’ 
Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET F1CHTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 5:45. 11.-00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE j 

Musa HIJazin "Sum'a” 

in the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad Al Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Haifa Al Agha in the 
children's play 

’*☆ Sa’di’s Return ☆☆ 


Tel.: 675571 

NabilAlMashini Theatre 


Abu Awwad 

In the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 1 
day 


Nabil & Hisham’s Tel!: 62515 

AHLAN theatre 

Presents: 

The political satire: 

AL SALAM Y A SALAM 

at 8:3(1 n.m 


For reservation, please cal 
625155 

The theatre Is closed * 
Saturdays & Sunday* . 
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Baseball 

is back in 
business 


J £ CHICAGO (AP)— Baseball 
‘■M i; l players and owners ended 

■ their fight with a truce rather 
than a peace. 

'•* After 234 days, more than 
(goo million in losses, no ' 
'-.s World Series and not even a 
settlement, the longest and 
Vs ‘ costliest work stoppage in the 
history of professional sports 
*<:*;/■ finally ended Sunday night. 
Owners accepted the un- 
r; ion’s offer to play without an 

- .> agreement. The season. 

‘ ; which bad been scheduled to 

start Sunday night, will begin 
• . -... April 26 and each team will 
play 144 games, 18 fewer 
. than the usual. Replacement 
•*. players were sent packing. 

-■ .. r **l don’t regard it as a 
r J'" 4 '"- surrender," acting commis- 
- sioner Bud Selig said follow- 
ing a hour owners meet- 

■ ing. "The players were on 
V strike, they made an uncon- 

ditional offer to come back, 

■ ... and we accepted that offer." 

: „ Players didn’t make a no- 
7 strike pledge and owners 
-.‘■•didn’t make a no- 
implementation agreement. 

. . The union could walk out 
' , again late this season if own- 

ers again threaten to impose 
. a salary cap. 

. • ^ "Anyone who has gone 

• 7. through this eight-month ex- • 

" . peri race will let it serve as a 

poignant reminder that we 
have a responsibility to make 
sure it will never happen 

• • again , certainly in our Hfe- 

time," Selig said. 

• Far more difficult than get- 

- dng players back on the field 
may be the job baseball faces 

. of restoring the country’s 
faith m the game. 

Though it has faced seven 
. previous work stoppages, this 
: Cl time baseball returns bat- 
tered and berated by fans 
who grew weary of what 
President Clinton described 
as "just a few hundred folks 
trying to figure out how to 

- divide nearly S2 billion." 

— ^ Players may report volun- 

tarily starting Wednesday to 

( training camps in Florida and 
; - ‘Arizona, although some were 
| jjj expected to start trickling in 
Monday. The mandatory re- 
porting date is Friday. 

Until a week ago, there 
had been speculation owners- 
y might lock out players if the 
■ union ended the strike with?. 

• out a deal. But the pro- 
lockout faction, after deter- 

- . mining it could not obtain the 
. __ 7 necessary 21 votes from 
■ among the 28 teams, did not- 
. .." even call for a vote. 

The strike wiped out the 
. . final. 52 days and 669 games 


x . ■ ' >: . 










A groundskeep er waters the grass of an empty . postponed Major League baseball season's 
Joe Robbie Stadium ^Aprif 2, the venae for the opening game (AFP photo) 


of the 1994 season and forced 
the cancellation of the World 
Series for the first time since 
1904. It also wiped out the 
first 252 games of this season, 
raising the total of games lost ’ 
to 921. 

"I think it’s a first step," 
union head Donald Fehr 
said. ‘ "Hopefully it’s a big 
step in setting a better mood. 
One thing that could make 
me a lot more pleased, of 
course, is concluding a new 
long-term agreement. 

The sides still must work 
toward a deal to replace the 
collective bargaining agree- 
ment that expired on Dec. 
31, 1993. Players who walked 
out last Aug. 12 ended the 
strike Friday — the 232nd 
day — after U.S. District 


■< -'j'-'* 


Judge Sonia Sotomayor 
issued an injunction forcing 
owners to continue the work 
rules of the expired agree- 
ment. 

Clinton, who failed two 
months ago in a personal a 
effort to end the strike, said: * 
‘Today’s decision is good 
news for the game of base- 
ball. its fans and the local 
economies of the cities where 
baseball is played. 

“While I am heartened to 
know this season will start 
with major league players, 
there are a number of under- 
lying issues which still need to 
get resolved.” 

Baseball’s eighth work 
stoppage since 1972 was 
caused by the owners’ de- 
mand for a salary cap. Both 


sides expected to finalize the 
back-to-work agreement on 
today. Exhibition games will 
begin on April 13, and teams 
may carry expanded rosters 
of 28 players — three more 
than the usual limit — 
through May 15. 

All but forgotten in the 
rush to return were the re- 
placement players. On Satur- 
day, a day after Sotomayor’s 
decision, management's 
labour lawyers told teams to 
release the replacements by 
tbe end of the day. 

Oil Can Boyd, who hoped 
replacement ball would 
launch his comeback, was im- 
mediately released by the 
Chicago White Sox. 

"I feel like I was used,” the 
pitcher said. 
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Soccer star charged with match-rigging: Singapore 
football star Abbas Saad (shows at right in above photo) was 
charged with plotting to fix matches on Monday. He was tbe 
fifth persfa hauled to court for soccer corruption in recent 
months. Abbas, a Lebanese-born Australian, pleaded not 
guilty and was released on bail of 100,000 dollars ($66,667) 
unta April 17. The 27-year-old was accused of plotting wftb 
a Czech professional Michael Vana, who has since fled to 
Prague, a bookie and others to fix matches m Malaysia’s 
nation al league last year. Abbas ati«»ggdiy agreed in March 
to help Vana Rig matches after being told that be would be 
paid 15,000 dollars to 20,000 dofiars per match. Four 
months later, Abbas allegedly asked Vana for 45,000 
dollars, which the Czech had received from local bookie 
Rtyendran Kurusamy, tbe court was told. The money was 
seized Cram Vana by the Corrupt Practice’s Investigations 
Bureau, which arrested Abbas on Saturday. Vana fled hi 
September while on bafl awaiting trial for allegedly accept- 
ing 375,000 dollars to influence the outcome of matches. The 
court case involving Abbas, who faces a maximum jad term 
of six months, came a week after a former Singapore 
wnrtftnfll Knqjnraman Kawnan and the president of a local 
football dub, Ong Kheng Hock, were found guilty of 
.corruption. Smgapore was recently criticised by Malaysia, 
where 150 footballers and coaches have been arrested for 
alleged match rigging, for not doing enough to stem soccer 
c orru ption. The criticism led to Singapore withdrawing 
earlier this year from the Kuala Lumpur-run league. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Sanchez faces 6 weeks out 

HILTON HEAD, South Carolina (AFP) — World number 
one tennis stsr Aisntxs SsnrJi^ could face up to six weeks 
out through injury, the Women’s Tennis Association 
(WTA) revealed fame on Monday. Sports and medicine 
section director Kathleen Stroia said the Spaniard had 
suffered a stress fracture and a bad muscle sprain in her 
right ankle. Sa nc hez injured berslef last Thursday here 
while playing against South African Amanda Coctzer. She 
went on to win the match to keep her world ranking but 
then abandoned the tournament. The injury could mean 
her missing the Federation Cup, beginning on April 17. 
Sanchez said: "It depends on how fast I recover, but at the 
moment Fve only withdrawn from Amelia Island." 

Romario goal causes furore 

RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — Police stepped in to protect a 
linesman from protesting players after striker Romario 
scored a highly controversial goal in the Rio de Janeiro 
championship on Sunday. Romario received tbe tell in 
what appeared to be an offside position and then rounded 
die goalkeeper to put Flamengo 2-1 ahead in the 76th 
minute of their game against America. America players 
were incensed when linesman Guflherme Fernandes kept 
his flag down and immediately began pushing and jostling 
the official. Hie chib coach and directors joined in the 
protests and police bad to intervene to protect Fernandes. 
Meanwhile, dozens of journalists and other people ran on 
to the pitch, causing play to be held for 10 minutes while 
the field was cleared. 

Cantona prepares for community service 

MANCHESTER (R) — Manchester United’s French 
striker Eric Cantona will this week meet probation officers 
to discuss his sentence of 120 hours of community service 
imposed for assaulting a spectator at a match. Appeal 
judge Ian Davies on Friday overturned a two-week jail 
sentence on Cantona for bis "kung-fu” 1 eap into the crowd 
at United’s Premier League game against Crystal Palace on 
January 25 and instead ordered tom to serve 120 bonis 
community service. The judge said Cantona must use his 
dazzling talents to help others improve their skills, a 
prospect which set many young fans’ poises raring. 


For the first time in Jordan 


Ai Burj Gas Station 

announces to its kind customers that It is now supplying 
them with unleaded gasoline. 

The station welcomes customers who seek its service 
Afitan Wa Sahlan 

AI Burt Gas Station — Jabal Amman 
Serenm Circle- Tel.: 810531 and 810590 


Davis Cup 

The big four ‘play it again’ 


PARIS (AFP) — The ‘big four’ made it safely through to 
the semi-finals of the Davis Cup for the second year 
running this weekend — Germany and Russia recovering 
from first day doubts to slam the door on the Netherlands 
and South Africa, and the United States and Sweden 
completing overwhelming 54) victories over Austria and 
Italy. 

The United States, who had already taken an unbeatable 
' 3-0 lead after winning Saturday’s doubles in Palermo, did 
not let up on Sunday although Andre Agassi, who has been 
suffering from mild lumbago, opted out of his d ea d rubber. 

Jared Palmer was drafted in as a replacement and the 
doubles player completed an efficient 64, 6-3 win over 
Renzo Furlan with an ace. 

Earlier world number-one Pete Sampras scored a 6-3, 
1-6, 6-3 victory over Andrea Gaudenzi. 

But with nothing to play for, the final day’s matches were 
inevitably an anti -climax and the American players and 
their captain Tom Gollikson later called for a change in the 
rules to end the playing of <dead rubbers.* 

"Playing on Sunday was not Pete’s favourite thing to 
do," admitted Gullikson after the match: "But we all knew 
the rules and he decided to play. Andre had a legitimate 
bad back." 

"It is absurd to have dead rubbers,” said Sampras after 
his win. “Rules are rules and I felt I should play but I just 
hope the rules are changed. 

“In the NRA finals and the World Series, fans pay for 
the whole series but sometimes there is not is seventh 
game. This is the only sport run like this.” 

Earlier American team doctor George Farced created 
world number-two Agassi for a bad back. 

“I would have been worried if be had played today," said 
Fareed. 

“He could have been injured. He is moderately im- 
mobile with lumbago caused by playing in the wet and 
heavy conditions on Friday when be beat Gaudenzi in 
straight-sets. 

“Any other player would have defaulted — but Andre 
was determined to win." 

Agassi later confirmed that he was travelling back to tbe 


United States on Concorde, whereas Sampras said he plans 
to stay in Europe to adopt to the day. 

Sampras is due to play in Barcelona, the Monte Carlo 
Open and the Italian Open before making his sixth attempt 
to win the only major title he has never won at the French 
Open at Roland Garros. 

Champions Sweden, who will travel to tbe United Slates 
for the September 22-24 show down for a place in the final, 
also chalked up a 5-0 win against frustrated Austria in 
Vaxjo — winning both of the final singles without droping a 
set. 

Former -world number-one Stefan Ed berg beat Thomas 
Muster 64, 6-2 while Magnus Larsson scored a 7-6. (7/4), 
64 win over Gilbert Scnaller. 

It was the 47th-ranked Schaller’s first match in the tie. 
He was unable to play on Friday after being taken ill with 
‘flu.’ 

Boris Bocker, who crashed to a shock defeat against Paul 
Haarbuis in Utrecht on Friday, made no mistakes Sunday 
against Dutch number-one Richard Krajicek. The three 
times Wimbledon champion scored a 6-3, 6-4, 3-6, 6-1 win 
— his 35th win in 38 Davis Cup singles. 

Compatriot Michael Stich completed the tie by defeating 
Haarhuis 6-3, 4-6, 64 in the firm] reduced singles for an 
overall 4-1 match scores. 

Germany, the 1993 champions, now play Russia away in 
the second semi-final. 

Last year's finalists, who had been level-pegging 1-1 after 
the first day’s play against South Africa in Moscow and who 
won Saturday's doubles, also went through by a 4-1 
scoreline. 

Big-serving Yevgeny Kafelnikov delighted the Russian 
crowd by beating Wayne Ferreira 64, 7-5, 6-1. His win 
made tbe final singles a formality and Alexander Volkov 
romped to a 6-1, 6-1 win over Marcos Ondruska. 

The United States and Germany will be looking to 
avenge their shock 1994 defeats in the next round. 

Last year underdogs Russia scored a 4-1 win over 
Germany while Sweden beat favourites tbe United States 
3-2. 


Nigeria faces 
disqualification 

DOHA (AP) — The world 
football federation Monday 
threatened to disqualify 
Nigeria from the youth cham- 
pionship if the team failed to 
confirm its participation by 
the end of the day. 

Nigeria is angered that the 
governing body moved tbe 
World Youth Championship' 
here after health and security 
concerns related to the coun- 
try's ability to stage the April 
13-28 tournament for players 
under 20. 

Over the weekend Nigeria 
tried but failed . to organise an 
African boycott. 

“If we have no confirma-. 
tion by the end of today, we 
will bring Qatar into the com- 
petition instead of Nigeria,” 
said Walter Gagg ’of the 
world federation, known as 
FIFA. 

Nigeria attempted to per- 
suade Burundi and Came- 
roon, Africa’s other two 
qualifiers, to stay away at a 
weekend meeting of the Afri- 
can Football Confideration 
(CAF) in Cairo, Egypt. 

Although the African Fed- 
eration was “very dis- 
appointed" with tbe decision 
to move the tournament, 
they turned a thumb down on 
the boycott, Gagg said. 


United’s title hopes dashed by Leeds 


LONDON (AFP) — Man- 
chester United’s hopes of 
landing a third consecutive ■ 
title suffered a huge setback 
at Old Trafford on Sunday 
when they were held to a 
goalless draw by a confident 
Leeds ride. 

Manager Alex Ferguson 
admitted before the game his 
ride had to take full advan- 
tage of their four remaining 
home matches if they were to 
hold out any chance of over- 
hauling Blackburn’s six-point 
lead. 

But United, badly missing 
tbe creative influence of ban- 
ned Frenchman Eric Canto- 
na, could not breakdown 
solid defence well- marshalled 
by Carlton Palmer and Andy 
COuzens. 

Throughout the 90 minutes 
tbe capacity Old Trafford 
‘crowd chanted tributes to 
their French hero, who starts 
120 hours of community ser- 
vice later this week after his ~ 
two-week jail sentence for 
assaulting a spectator was 
quashed on Friday. 

United stepped up the 
pressure after tbe interval 
and came close to scoring on 
- a number of occasions but as 
the reigning champions threw 
themselves into attack, Leeds 
repeatedly hit them on the* 
counter-attack and, with bet- 


ter finishing, could well have 
claimed all three points. 

United have picked up just 
five points from their last 
four games and Alex Fergu- 
son’s men, also without the 
suspended Steve Bruce and 
Lee Sharpe, were lacking real ' 
inspiration. 

On the stroke of half-time 
Leeds could have gone head 
when Peter Schmeichel failed 
to hoi Rod Wallace's left- 
footer and Ferguson’s ride 
had two more escapes at the 
start of the second period. 


opened up the clearest 
chance of the match. 

In the day’s other Pre- 
miership match, England dis- 
card Matthew Le Tissier 
scored his first Premiership 
goals for two months to help 
Southampton to a thrilling 
4-3 win over Tottenham at 
tiie Dell. 

Alan Ball's ride climbed 
three places with this second 
successive win in a pulsating 
game of wavering fortunes 
that went some way to eras- ' 
ing the memory of the 6-2 


BRITISH SOCCER 


First Deane guided a’ free' 
header wide aud then 
.S chmeich el smashed a clear- 
ance at Palmer, the ball 
bouncing back over tbe Dane 
but then spinning into his 
hands as he scrambled to- 
wards the line. 

At the other end, David 
Wetherall blocked a shot 
from Andy Cole, who then 
headed over from a Mark 
Hughes cross as United be- 
gan to see their triple title 
dream dying. 

Brian McClair dragged 
wide from 14 yards after Col- 
e's blistering pace had 


rout they received from Spurs 
in FA Cup fifth-round last 
month. 

It was Le Tissier’s 12tb- 
minute corner which led to 
the opening goal, Neil 
Heaney beading in from close 
range. 

England striker Teddy - 
Sberingham capitalised on a 
Bruce Grobb&laar blunder 
four minutes later to score his 
19th of the season before 
Jurgen Klinsmann gave Spurs 
tiie lead to- take his season's 
tally to 1 25. 
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DiscqNight 


Night 

1^; will be held 
every Wednesday Night, 
and for your 
^e^^m e n t we^pre f^^ 

Disco Night. 
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Mubarak meets 
U.S. legislators 
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Guerrillas attackmilitia in S.Lebano^, I rael rejects Russian 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
““ Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, seeking continued 
U-S. aid in the face of a 
budget-cutting Congress, met 
with senators Monday as he 
began three days of meetings 
that will be capped with a rail 
on President Bill Clinton. 

Mr. Mubarak wants to 
keep American economic 
and military aid at the current 
$2. billion yearly level. De- 
spite congressional budget- 
cutting, he apparently stands 
a good chance as Egypt is 
widely viewed as a strong 
Arab voice for peace be- 
tween Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. 

Despite a 1979 peace trea- 
ty, though, Egypt’s relations 
with Israel were chilled early 
in the year. Egypt threatened 
to try to block extension of a 
treaty to block the spread of 
nuclear weapons unless Israel 
.submitted to international in- 
spection. 

Mr. Mubarak backed off 
last month after talks in Cairo 
with secretary of state War- 
ren Christopher. But during 
his visit, he is expected to 
request a formal structure for 
negotiations to establish a 
nuclear-free zone in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Israel has neither con- 
firmed nor denied it has a 
nuclear arsenal. The Clinton 
administration is sympathetic 
to Israel's position and is 
confident it can get the nuc- 
lear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
■extended in May even if a 
dozen Arab countries with- 
hold their support. 

Still, Mr. Christopher said 
in Cairo that adherence to 
the 25-year-old treaty should 
be universal. 1 

Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, indicating a willing- 
ness to compromise, said last 
month the aim is to establish 
a framework with Israel to 
discuss the issue. 

Among members Congress 
calling on Mr. Mubarak at 


Blair House, the presidential 
guest house across Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue from the White 
House, were Senators Mitch 
McConnell, chairman of the 
Senate appropriations sub- 
committee on Foreign Op- 
erations, and Hank Brown 
and Diane Feinstein. 

Back home, Mr. Mubar- 
ak's government is trying to 
suppress a surge of Muslim 
fundamentalism that 
threatens peace with Israel as 
well as his attempts to mod- 
ernise his country. 

Mr. Mubarak's talks here 
culminate Wednesday with 
President Bill Clinton, after 
talks with Secretary of State 

Mr. Christopher, Treasury 
and Commerce secretaries 
Robert Rubin and Ron 
Brown and Deputy Defence 
Secretary Jobn Deutch. 

The talks “reaffirm the 
strength of our bilateral ties, 
the strength of our joint 
efforts towards the new Mid- 
dle East that we both have 
worked so much to estab- 
lish," said a U.S. official. 

Officials stressed the. com- 
mon ground between the two 
sides ahead of the talks early 
Monday, but it would dear 
the NPT was to be one of the 
more difficult issues to hand- 
le. 

Playing down the differ- 
ences, a ranking U.S. official 
who spoke of the condition of 
anonymity insisted that Cairo 
and Washington agreed on 
the essential objectives of the 
NPT. 

“We believe that a com- 
prehensive peace in the re- 
gion is the best step that can 
be taken towards that goal of 
fighting proliferation, of 
fighting forces of extrem- 
ism," said the official. 

“There is no crisis in U.S.- 
Egyptian relations," the offi- 
cial said. “They really rest on 
shared, mutual objectives of 
peace in the region, develop- 
ment, moderation and stabil- 
ity.” 


Egyptian medical union 
rejects training charges 


CAIRO (AP) — A profes- 
sional union dominated by 
the moderate Muslim 
Brotherhood denied Monday 
government accusations that 
it is training militants in Bos- 
nia and Croatia and revealed 
that a fifth person had been 
detained in the case. 

Only three of the five men 
were affiliated with the doc- 
tors' syndicate, which claims 
120,000 members, said Ham- 
di AI Sayed, the union head. 
He denied the three were 
guilty of wrongdoing. 

The arrests last week and 
Sunday were seen as a new 
strike by the government on 
the banned but tolerated 
Muslim Brotherhood.* The. 
Brotherhood holds a major- 
ity in more than half of 
Egypt's 22 powerful profes- 
sional syndicates, arid has 
participated in parliamentary- 
elections in coalition with 
other parties. 

The crackdown is 
apparently aimed at discre- 
diting the Brotherhood prior 


to parliamentary elections la- 
ter this year. 

In January, the govern- 
ment arrested 28 Brother- 
hood members, accusing 
them of supporting Muslim 
insurgents in the south. The 
latest charges say the men 
were using the doctors' union 
as a front for organising trips 
by Brotherhood members to 
"terrorist” training camps in 
countries including Bosnia 
and Croatia. 

The Brotherhood has de- 
nied the arrested men are 
members. 

Mr. Sayed said the union's 
humanitarian relief commit- 
tee was created 10 years ago 
and has been active inside 
Egypt and in Bosnia, 
Croatia, Somalia, Yemen 
and other countries. 

“It offers humanitarian 
and medical relief inside and 
outside of Egypt, and it is not 
a military or political orga- 
nisation," Mr. Sayed told a 
news conference. 


iMARJAYOUN (Agencies) 
. — Guerrillas Monday laun- 
ched a rocket and gun attack 
'on a position of the Israeli 
proxy militia the South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) in the 
'“security zone” in southern 
.Lebanon, an SLA official 
'said. 

Anti-tank rockets and 
jautomatic gunfire targetted 
the position at A1 Thohra 
[overlooking the village of 
Kfar Remman in the centre 
of the border zone occupied 
by Israel, but caused uo 
casualties. 

The militiamen fired back 
using tank shells “inflicting 
heavy losses,” the SLA offi- 
cial said. 

It was was the first attack 
in southern Lebanon since a 
flare-up of violence on Friday 
[in which a Hizbollah leader 
[was killed in an Israeli heli- 
lcopter attack in Lebanon, 
'and an Israeli died in a rocket 


barrage on northern Israel. 

An Israeli soldier was kil- 
led along with two guerrillas 
in clashes the same day in 
southern Lebanon. 

Israel condemned Friday’s 
Katyusha rocket attack on 
Galilee, which also wounded 
nine Israelis, as a violation of 
a tacit deal struck with Syria 
m 1993 after a massive Israeli 
operation to prevent further 
Hizbollah strikes on its north- 
ern territory. 

A deputy for the group 
said in remarks published on 
Monday Hizboilah’s 
weekend Katyusha rocket 
barrage on northern Israel 
forced the Jewish state to 
stop shelling civilians in 
South Lebanon. 

Hizbollah Member of Par- 
liament Mohammad Ra'ad 
said on Sunday night that the 
dozens of rockets fired by the 
militants which killed a '17- 


Iraq denies ‘disappearance’ 
of nuclear expert in Greece 


ATHENS (AFP) — Iraq on 
Monday roundly rejected a 
weekend press report that 
one of its nuclear experts had 
disappeared while in Greece 
as Greek security officials 
said they were investigating 
the claims. 

Iraq's ambassador to 
Athens, Issam Saud Khalil, 
said the report in the British 
Sunday Times newspaper of 
the disappearance of Khidir 
Abdul Abbas Hamza was 
“fabricated and ludicrous." 

“There is no such thing. I 
categorically deny even the 
existence of the so-called 
news," be told a press confer- 
ence. 

The Sunday Times re- 
ported that Hamza used to 
work in an Iraqi nuclear ener- 
gy centre and had dis- 
appeared on Feb. 27 in the 
Glyfada region, a southern 
suburb of foe Greek capital, 
when he was trying to band 
over secrets on Iraq's nuclear 
weapons programme. 

Casting doubt on the story, 
Mr. Khalil suggested foat 
“the best way to know (if it 
was true) is to question foe 
Greek authorities whether 
they gave to such a person a 
visa or not." 


Asked If he knew whether 
a person by the name of 
Hamza had ever worked for 
the Iraqi nuclear energy ser- 
vice," Mr. Khalil said he did 
not know. 

The ambassador instead 
suggested the story had been 
concocted by Western secur- 
ity services to make it more 
difficult for the U-N. Security 
Council to lift its embargo on 
Iraq, imposed after Iraq's in- 
vasion of Kuwait in August 
1990. 

"From time to time, .they 
give news that is to the detri- 
ment of the atmosphere of 
lifting the embargo,” foe 
ambassador said. 

“Iraq has destroyed in 
accordance with the U.N. re- 
solutions its nuclear sector,” 
the ambassador, who was 
speaking in English, said, he 
allied for a lifting of foe U.N. 
embargo which he said was 
responsible for the “geno- 
cide” of the Iraqi people. 

Police in Athens said Mon- 
day foe Greek authorities 
had not been aware of foe 
alleged affair until the Sun- 
day Times article appeared, 
but foat they EYP, Greece's 
secret services, had been in- 
vestigating ever since. 


Kuwaiti government pledges 
cooperation on human rights 

KUWAIT (AP) — Interior 50-member parliament's first 
Minister Sheikh Alj AI Sabah committee on human rights. 


KUWAIT (AP) — Interior 
Minister Sheikh Ali AI Sabah 
will form a team to work with 
parliament on human rights 
complaints from Knwaitis 
and- foreigners, the legisla- 
ture's human rights commit- 
tee said Monday. 

Lawmakers praised the 
step as a sign of much-needed 
cooperation by foe govern- 
ment. which rarely admits 
human rights abuses. But hu- 
man rights help activists were 
sceptical about how much the 
ministry unit would help im- 
prove human rights in the 
emirate. 

“The committee values this 
initiative taken by foe minis- 
ter,” said Legislator Ahmad 
AI Nassar, rapporteur of foe 


Members of the ministry 
team will be named soon and 
will meet with deputies reg- 
ularly to discuss complaints, 
mainly about deportations 
and abuses of Asian workers, 
officials said. 

Hundreds of housemaids 
from the Philippines, Sri 
Lanka and India have taken 
refuge in their embassies 
claiming they were beaten, 
tortured or raped by their 
employers. 

Many also complain that 
their employers do not pay 
them for months. A domestic 
help makes about $130 a 
month. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Launch of Israeli satellite being delayed Egypt to hold inventory of treasures 


TEL AVTV (AP) — The failed launch of an Israeli 
communications satellite from Russia has stalled plans by 
Israel to send its own spy satellite into orbit, a newspaper 
said Monday. Israel apparently wants to avoid back-to- 
back failure which could reflect badly on Israel's space 
programme. The Haaretz daily said no target date has been 
set for the launch of the spy satellite, Ofek 3, even though 
already three months ago media reports said launch 
preparations were being made. Technical complications 
and proximity to last week's failed launch of the Gurwin-1 
communications satellite have delayed the Ofek launch, 
Haaretz said. The Gurwin-1 was built by Russian immig- 
rants and Israeli scientists at Israel's Technion institute. 
The March 28 launch from a site 900 kilometres north of 
Moscow failed because of a malfunction of the booster 
rocket. 

Lebanese paper fined for 'sectarianism 1 

BEIRUT (R) — - A Lebanese court on Monday fined 
editors of a Christian opposition newspaper $5,200 for 
running an article in 1993 that “evokes sectarian strife" in 
Lebanon. The publications court ruled that Nida'a AI 
Watan daily’s story accusing Prime Minister Rafik AI 
Hariri, a Sunni Muslim billionaire, of working to Islam ise 
Lebanon by purchaising land from Christians provokes 
sectarian feuds. The newspaper's responsible director and 
editor-in-chief at foe time and two editing directors were 
fined a total of£.5 million Lebanese pound ($5,200) for the 
April 25, 1993, story. Lebanese law allows the editors and 
the prosecutor-general to appeal the sentence within in 
days from foe ruling. 


Egypt bans monkeys in anti-AIDS drive 

CAIRO (AFP) — The authorities at Cairo airport have 
banned passengers from bringing monkeys into Egypt as 
part of an anti-AIDS campaign, foe daily AI Ah nun 
newspaper said Monday. The new restrictions, which also 
cover animals accompanying transit passengers, were 
introduced after foe authorities destroyed two AIDS- 
infected pet monkeys on a flight from New York on March 
29. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt-is to hold the first inventory of its 
ancient treasures for 50 years after the discovery of a 
smuggling gang stealing important antiquities. Culture 
Minister Farouq Hosni said Monday. The inquiry which is 
expected to take three months to complete, follows the 
discoveiy of a gang smuggling antiquities to Britain and 
several other attempts to spirit treasures out of foe country 
in foe last two months, officials said. Mr. Hosni, cited by 
Egyptian newspapers on Monday, said: “A committee of 
experts has been set up to conduct an inventory of 
archaeological pieces held in foe 114 stores in Egypt to 
determine the number of antiquities stolen and foe 
responsibility of negligent officials who have allowed such 
thefts.” Four Egyptians, including a former official re- 
sponsible for ancient treasures in the Saqqara region, 12 
kilometres south of Cairo, face charges after thieves taking 
goods in Britain were discovered. Last month Abdul Hatim. 
Nureddin, secretary general of the country’s antiquities 
authority, told AFP that Egypt was planning to toughen 
penalties for smuggling by making those found guilty serve 
a life sentence of forced labour. 
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Kidnapped Italians safe and sound 

ROME (AFP) — Nine Italian tourists kidnapped on the 
border between Eritrea and Ethiopia are in good health 
and being held in Ethiopia’s Lake Asale region, an Italian 
foreign ministry spokesman said Monday. Contact had 
been made by elders of the Afar tribes in the area, who 
were able to see the tourists abducted two weeks ago and 
talk to foe kidnappers, he added. “The nine tourists are on 
Ethiopian territory, in the region between Lakes Asale and 
Adfera,” not far from foe Eritrean border, he said, adding 
that they had been seen together and appeared to be well. 
Ethiopian authorities organised the meeting with help from 
Afar elders living on both sides of the border. The 
spokesman said the kidnappers had not made any precise 
demands in exchange for the release of the tourists, but for 
stating foat they wanted mediators of a “higher level” than 
they had met. Italy's ambassador to Italy, Maurizio Melani, 
last week said the tourists were kidnapped on March 24 or 
25 as they were travelling in a caravan from foe Eritrean 
town of Badda, some 10 kilometres from foe border to 
Lake Asale, across the Dankils desert. 


year-old Israeli and wounded 
12 proved effective in stop- 
ping Israeli aggressions. 

“This weapon has proved 
and will prove its usefulness 
and will forever end the 
saying foat the Zionists are 
superior in their battle 
against our nation,” Mr. 
Ra’ad said in a statement 
quoting a speech he made at 
a festival in foe town of Gha- 
*ziyyeh. 

Mr. Ra'ad said Hizbollah 
refrained from targetting 
northern Israeli settlements 
for foe past five months but 
was forced to do so on Friday 
when Israeli gunners shelled 
civilian areas. 

“The resistance was com- 
mitted to a plan not to shell 
Israeli settlements but this 
only prompted the enemy to 
continue aggressions against 
villages and civilians in South 
Lebanon. 

Algerian 
opposition 
plans 2nd 
dialogue 

PARIS (Agencies) — Alge- 
rian opposition groups are to 
meet soon in Europe in a 
second attempt to seek dia- 
logue with the government to 
end three years of bloody 
civil strife, an exiled Algerian 
Islamist leader was quoted on 
Monday as saying. 

Anwar Haddam, president 
of the outlawed Islamic 
Salvation Front's (FIS) par- 
liamentary delegation, said in 
an interview with foe French 
daily Le Figaro that the talks 
would build on a meeting by 
foe same groups in Rome in 
January. 

“We’ll meet again soon 
with the democrats in a Euro- 
pean capital," he said, with- 
out specifying a date. 

Algeria’s military govern- 
ment turned down the prop- 
osal for dialogue on organis- 
ing elections made by legal 
and banned opposition par- 
ties at the Rome meeting. 

Mr. Haddam, who repre- 
sents the FIS in Washington, 
said foe next meeting would 
aim to show the world foat 
Islamists and other opposi- 
tion groups agreed on the 
way to end Algeria's crisis. 

“We will launch a wide 
campaign of information so 
that all big powers know that 
all democrats and Islamists 
from a joint front to demand 
that the military return to the 
democratic process," he said. 

Mr. Haddam, who last 
week attended an Arab and 
Islamist conference in Khar- 
toum, said foe FIS would 
again propose turning the 
country into an Islamic state. 

“The others will propose 
what they want and the peo- 
ple will choose, be said. 

Mr. Haddam has said in 
other statements that the war 
between Muslim fun- 
damentalists and Algeria's 
security forces would con- 
. tinue if foe government re- 
fused dialogue. He bas said 
planned presidential elec- 
tions could not take place 
before opposition groups 
were brought ’into an interim 
administration. 

Violence in Algeria has 
claimed an estimated 30,000 
lives since foe military step- 
ped in to cancel January 1992 
elections that the FIS was set 
to win. 

In Khartoum, Haddam 
told AFP that foe FIS insisted 
foat any discussions be based 
on proposals already put to 
foe army-backed government 
by his party and foe secular 
opposition. 

“We're still for a political 
settlement, in spite of foe 
massacres, though we are be- 
coming sceptical because of 
these atrocities," Mr. Had- 
dam said, referring to foe 
recent military campaign said 
in some reports to have 
claimed almost 3,000 lives. 

Mr. Haddam was reacting 
to discussions President 
Li amine Zerouai has initiated 
with the former ruling 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN) and the Socialist 
Forces From (FFS), led by 
Hodne Ait Ahmad. 

Both parties were among 
eight signatories, including 
the FIS, to the so-called 
“national contract” — a plat- 
form for talks with the gov- 
ernment — drawn up at the 
meeting in Rome in January. 

“The Rome platform does 
not rule out talks with the 
authorities, but we expect 
these negotiations to be 
based on the Rome resolu- 
tions, which address the main 
principles of a political solu- 
tion,” Mr. Haddam said. 

Algerian forces meanwhile 
attacked a militant convoy 
transporting arms, apparent- 
ly smuggled from Libya and 
Sudan, through the desert, an 
Algerian newspaper said on 
Monday. 


appeal on nuclear treaty 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres on Monday rejected an 
appeal by Russia to sign the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT), saying Israel 
wonid do so only after 
achieving peace with all Arab 
states and Iran. 

Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev said during an hour- 
long meeting with Mr. Peres 
that Russia wanted to see a 
"universality” in which all 
nations signed the treaty ban- 
ning foe spread of nuclear 
weapons. 

“That is why we are keen 
on Israel giving at least an 
indication for the future foat 
it will sign,” Mr. Kozyrev was 
quoted as telling Mr. Peres 
during an hour-long meeting. 

According to foreign 
ministry spokesman Dany 
Sfaek, Mr. Peres replied that 
Israel was “interested in a 
nuclear free Middle East ... 
but this will only be relevant 
once there is peace with all 
Arab League members plus 
Iran.” 

“Once we shall have uni- 
versal peace, I do not see any 
problem in having universal- 
ity of the NPT,” Mr. Peres 
told reporters. 

Mr. Kozyrev told reporters 
he ha-1 made little headway in 
bringing Israel and Syria clos- 
er to peace during his visits 
this week to foe region. 

He said that while Israel, 
Syria and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 


were “veiy serious about foe 
peace process, they still face 
considerable difficulties." 

Mr. Kozyrev’s . three-day 
stay in Israel has been sur- 
rounded by reports of last- 
minute cancellations of 
appointments with officials. 

Mr. Kozyrev said anything 
he did not show up for “was 
never scheduled, never 
agreed upon.” He «aid he 
never intended to me. t with 
city officials because that was 
the job of the mayors of 
Moscow and St. Petersburg. 

The Jewish state is fiercely 
opposed to Russia’s proposed 
sale of nuclear reactors to 
Iran, which it charges could 
help Tehran develop nuclear 
weapons. 

Israel refuses to comment 
on foreign reports that it has 
200 nudear warheads. 

The Lfriited States is calling 
for an indefinite extension of 
the treaty when it comes up 
for renewal at a U.N. confer- 
ence on April 17, but Egypt is 
leading an Arab campaign to 
force Israel to sign up. 

‘ Mr. Kozyrev and Mr. 
Peres meanwhile agreed to 
abolish diplomatic visas to 
make travel by their envoys 
earner, the foreign ministry 
said. 

The Russian minister 
beaded back to Moscow at 
foe end of his Middle East 
tour, which included talks in 
Cairo, Damascus, Beirut and 
with PLO leader Yasser Ara- 
fat in Gaza. 



Sudan meeting falls 
short on action 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
An Islamic conference in foe 
Sudanese capital has failed to 
take effective action because 
it was too loose a grouping of 
contradictory trends, dele- 
gates said Monday. 

“The conference gathered 
too many contradictory cur- 
rents, Islamists and Arab 
nationalists — who detest 
each other — radicals and 
moderate,” one delegate 
said, asking not to be named. 

“There is no joint prog- 
ramme and therefore no 
common ground for action.” 
he told AFP. 

The three-day conference, 
which ended Sunday, served 
“for us to meet and inform 
each other about foe plight of 
Muslims in other countries,” 
Lebanese pro-Iranian Hiz- 
bollah official Hassan Ezze- 
dine said. 

The forum, attended by 
300 participants from 80 
countries and portrayed in 
foe West as a meeting of 
Islamic hardliners, was the 
scene of radical speeches but 
the final resolutions were re- 
latively moderate. 

Delegates charged in pri- 
vate that Sudan's Muslim 
fundamentalist strong man 
Hassan Tourabi was using the 
conference, the third of its 
I kind in Sudan since 1991, to 
portary himself as a pan- 
Islaznic leader. 

The conference’s secretary 
general tried in vain to over- 
come the rifts between 
Shiites and Sunnis, and be- 
tween fundamentalists and 
the governments they are 
fighting, they said. 

This was reflected in foe 
way the resolutions were 
announced, with a draft pre- 
pared by Dr. Tourabi falling 
far short of foe tenor of foe 
speeches hammered borne on 
the rostrum, observers noted. 

Dr. Tourabi's text rejected 
peace and normalisation with 
Israel but made no mention 
of armed straggle against the 
Jewish state, as demanded by 
Palestinian groups such as the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas). 

The aimed struggle and 
rejection of the Israeli- 
Palestinian autonomy deal 
were added in the final state- 
ment only after strong pro- 
tests. 

Dr. Tourabi still managed 
to distance the conference 
from the fundamentalist 
movements involved in 
armed struggle. The state- 
ment called for mediation be- 
tween militants and Algiers, 
between Moscow and rebel 
Muslims in Chechenya. 

The need to set up an 
Islamic-Christian dialogue 
was also stressed. 

“Some people think the 
dangers facing the world 
were all gathered in Khar- 
toum. The participants did 
not meet to terrorise foe 
worid but to reinforce 
Islam,” Dr. Tourabi said at 
the end of foe forum. 

He declared foat “Islam 
will win,” to the cheers of 
hundreds of Sudanese includ- 
ing militiamen and women 
s- ied with assault rifles. 

ler-. diplomats follow- 
ing . earing said they 

were u interested to 

know v jctical links 
migfi. .n forged be- 

tween militan wiping cam- 


paigns of violence across the 
Arab and Islamic world foat 
in the final resolution. 

“Like all foe conferences 
throughout foe world, their 
activities are not confined to 
foe conference. Most of the 
business takes place on foe 
sidelines,” Dr. Tourabi told 
reporters late on Sunday. 

Delegates included figures 
from Hizbollah, Palestinian 
groups Hamas and Islamic 
Jibad, Algerian Islamists 
from Al Nahda and foe Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) as 
well as Egypt's fundamental- 
ist Muslim Brotherhood. 

“We are worried about 
what sort of meetings might 
have been going on on foe 
sidelines one western diplo^ 
mat said. 

Also wandering the corri- 
dors of Khartoum's 
Friendship Hall, on the banks 
of the Blue Nile, were senior 
representatives from the 
breakaway Russian republic 
of Chechenya, Bosnia, and 
Muslim groups from Africa, 
North America, Europe and 
Asia. 

In the final resolution 
issued on Sunday, the confer- 
ence rejected the accord for 
.Palestinian self-rule, sup- 
ported an armed struggle 
against Israel, called for foe 
lifting of U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq and Libya, and 
urged Muslim countries to 
implement Sharia (Islamic 
law). 

Most demands seemed 
mild compared to some vit- 
riolic speeches condemning 
foe West during foe confer- 
ence. 

“Anyone who attended foe 
conference carefully, anyone 
who read the text from the 
conference will see that it is 
what sometimes people over 
there (in the west) rail ‘mod- 
erate’," Dr. Tourabi said. 

The conference, first held 
in 1991 in the aftermath of 
the Gulf war, also gave 
Sudan a chance to reach out , 
to a global Muslim audience , 
at a time when it faces grow- 
ing international isolation 
over Western and Arab 
charges of sponsoring “ter- 
rorism.” 

“It’s hard to see what they 
have achieved at this meeting 
apart from giving all these 
groups foe chance to meet 
up, and to offer Sudan a 
platform on the international 
Islamic stage,” one Western 
diplomat attending foe final 
session said. 

Most delegates were coy 
about the aims of their meet- 
ings on the sidelines of the 
Khartoum conference. 

But for some, like U.S. 
group Nation of Islam, the 
meeting offered a chance to 
bridge the cultural, linguistic 
and geographical divide 
separating them from fellow 
Muslims. 

When he met Sheikh Naim 
Qassem of Hizbollah after a 
news conference in a Khar- 
toum hotel. Nation of Islam 
representatives Akbar 
Mohammad found an inter- 
preter to pass on his good 
wishes. 

“Tell foe sheikh we are the 
Hizbollah of America," a 
grining Mohammad, wearing 
jeans and trainers, asked the 
translator to tell a bemused 
i-jussem in his flowing blue 
robes. 


Princess Grace’) : 

Irish cottage 
may become 
shrine 

LONDON (AFP) — i;:. . ' 

family of the late Print 

Grace of Monaco — the 

mer American actress 

Kelly — may donate r m . 

modest ancestral borne — 

western Ireland to — 

groups who want to 

into a shrine to her memo - 

a press report said Mood', 

The secluded two-room c 
tage in foe village of DrinT ~ *•' 
la, County Mayo, belong *' 1 ' ' . 
to . Princess Grace's gra \ •" ’ - 
father, John Bernard 
who eked out a firing fri'" . j - tJ 
the land before emigrating 1 
America in the 1800s. Pt-t ' -- 
cess Grave visited the hot*'*’’ 
with her husband. Prig - 
Rainier, and daughter Car: V. - -- 

line, in 1961. Fifteen yet’-' 
later, six years before fc-'“ _ J. &:■ 
death in a car crash, ■ 

bouught it for about •• 

($12,000) intending, accord ~_1- »•- 
ing to local residents, to to.’-- . , -- ■ 

it into a holiday home. Todc~ " _ . - 

the cottage, on the shores V 
Lake Drumgoney, bears w - . ~ . 

ness to foe ravages of tiar-- : ’ L _ 
and weather. Unoccupied t' "* r v a ’ T , . 
more than 20 years, k-- “ : J.. 

thatched roof is gone, andti; - ' 

floors are carpeted in moj>" Tl ' 

But the stone hearth at 
chimney still stand tall, and’-r '■ \ “ 
least some of the rough-hev v- ? 
oaken beams are sound. Tl - u'- “ 

Daily Telegraph said 
wrote to Prince Rainer tV^r ~ 
years ago asking that ft; . ; ' 

property be donated for /„ ;.r : r ^ 
memorial to the princes — - -• 

They received a reply recen ** 

ly saying he would give “si- ' 

nous consideration” to th . ?*.--• 
donation of the cottage “to - *-■ ; • - - a 
sympathetic development 
proposal.” Teresa Genghtj'V - 

secretary to the local pared — 

priest, said the letter asket.: : r <3-4 a >> 
for a detailed proposal and . w ~ 
financial statement. Geragfr 
ty, who met foe princess dor 
ing her last visit to foe tori 
in 1979, has fond memorie 
of her. “I played the accor 
dian for her in her hotel after 
dinner,” she told the Tde>- 
graph. “1 remember her sn^ 
ing and joining in some of tif - 

songs. $be had her hair don 
in the local hairdressers adt 
went to mass in the pans! 
church. “She is held in ver ■ 
high esteem here,” saii 
Geraphty. 


Doctors’ group 
adopts ban on 
surrogate moms 


'Cue 

! _ 
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FLORENCE, Italy (AP) - 
With parliament so far on 
able to come up with a In 
an association of Italian dot 
tors adopted guidelines 0 - 
artificial fertilisation, indue - 
ing a ban on surxogat 
mothers. The National Cora ‘ ■ ... 
cfl of the Federation of Itt .. . 

Han Doctors, Surgeons an' - 
Orthodontists also decided ' 
a meeting here to ban artif" -- . 
dal fertilisation after tl • 
death of either tire poteuti- :• 
mother or father. A Row- 
area medical board has be<- ... 
studying foe case of a Ror. • . ~ 

gynecologist who earlier d . 
year announced the birth *; 
baby whose genetic moth, 
bad died in a car crash. TTj» P(!l . 
elector used an egg of 
mother’s which had 
frozen as part of an eariit . ' 

unsuccessful in vitro fertflia /' • 
tion attempt and tire spenn . : - 
foe woman’s husband. 17. -'- 
resulting embryo was tb :: 
implanted in foe husbara 
sister, who carried out 
pregnancy. After a puh_<- ; ': 
outcry, tire board took up! 
case to see if sanctions ■ i ' - . 
warranted. A decision^ : “ 

pending. The National 
eration has about 300,0 
members. Its guidelines d • ... 
include a ban on art i® . ':- 
fertilisation rfor homosefl . 
couples, and a stop to t?"- - 
impregnation of women . 

50 who are in menopans. - •. _ 

Mafia leave 

goai’sheadon - 7 

prosecutor’s • > . 
doorstep ■ 

PALERMO (R) — The S ^ | ^ ‘ 
lian mafia, in a classic art'..'/ -... n 1 
intimidation, left a sever-..';- \>. 

goafs bead and a cross on: •> -.- 
doorstep of a top anti-no^; 
prosecutor Sunday,' . 

said. Prosecutor Enffi^ifi l 
A mebo, brother of aedafo -rrjg^ 

filmmalmr Gi anni AUtt/r., 

found the packag e Sun 1 . 
when he opened the docs. 
his heavily-guarded flat io >, . _/ '■ 

Sicilian capital Palerr. r . 

Police said they were look .VpT-v _ 
into why none of tire soW.'-,. * .j . r '>■ 
who provide round-foe-d- '• 7 ■ 
surveillance of . 

building reported any su -i . V . v 
cions movements. • V' : - - ’ ;J - - 
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